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And when he was come near, he beheld the city and wept over it; 


ſaying, if thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, 


the things which belong unto thy peace ; but now they ars hid 
from thy eyes. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THILE this Publication was in 

the preſs, and moſt of it print- 

ed, Mr. Burke's long ſought for, long 
wiſhed for, and after fo much delay, 
little expected Letter, made its ap- 
pearance in the world. 95 


The Author thinks it right to pre- 
: miſe this, leſt he ſhould be ſuppoſed, 


to 


——————— > — 


„„ 


to have deformed in the expreſſion, 


and in the copying, ſome of the ſen- 
timents, which bear a near re- 


ſemblance to thoſe contained in that 


manly, impaſſioned, intereſting, and 


aſtoniſhing work of human wiſdom 
and human benevolence. That ſome 
do reſemble them, is indeed his pride, 
but not his wonder; for is it to be 
wondered at, that he who exhauſts 
all the energies of thought, and all the 


varieties of language, who treads the 


round of univerſal ſcience, ſhould be 
met in his way by others, though 
with unequal ſteps, ſoon to be left at 
an humble and immeaſureable diſ- 


tance ? 


Another 


hs 


| WH 
Another reaſon may be given for. 
this ſimilarity of opinion, without in- 
dulging the vain and impudent idea, 
of a ſimilarity of mind and thought; 
and which, without doubt, is as much 
the opinion of thouſands, as of the 
author of this publication. The con- | 
cluſions form almoſt the whole of our 
agreement. The concluſions are 
nature, the evidence of themi 18 ſcience. 
In the world it is feeling, in Es 
Burke it is reaſon. 


8 ** likewiſe feels himſelf 
happy, in the pretence this occaſion 
gives him of adding, that unintereſted 
in any political connection, though 
the few perſons of public conſe- 


quence 
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n 
quence he is known to, differ in poli- 
tical conduct from Mr. Burke, though 
his own ſentiments differ from his, 


in many fubordinate points of go- 
vernment in this country, and parti- 
cularly in the great line of the preſent 
Indian impeachment; yet, through 
all theſe ſhades of difference, he can- 
not help feeling and reverencing the 
ſteady zeal of virtue and benevolence, 
which he is convinced has animated 
this great and true philoſopher in eve- 
ry part of his conduct. This man, 
whoſe active and beneficent qualities, 
the paltry politics of the paſſing day, 
have prevented his country from en- 
joying, both now and for ages to 
come, at leaſt in their fulleſt extent, 


2 and 


vi ) 
and have rewarded, in a manner they 
little expected, by ſending him forth 
to be the guide of nations, the comfort 
of the human race, the illumination 
of the world! 
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Is a village not far from Grenoble is 
the ſouth of France, the name of which, 
if it ſtill has a name, is Ermonville, | 
there lived two young people, whoſe 
ſhort and unhappy hiſtory 1s the ſubject 
of the following relation, and whoſe ſin- 
gular fate it was to derive all their mi- 
B ſery 
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ſery from the r ſituation of their 
country, to avoid which the humble ob- 
ſcurity of their lives afforded them no 
protection. The village was ſmall but 
pleaſant and retired. It had often been 
noticed at ſome diſtance by the impa- 


tient traveller as a ſeat of rural elegance b 
and of peculiar beauty, undiſturbed by 1 
the noiſe and vexation of trade, though 
affording at the ſame time a picture of 
opulence and eaſe from the luxuriant 


produce of the neighbouring country. 1 
It conſiſted of ſcattered farm houſes and N 
cottages interſperſed and broken by the 

ſhade of friendly trees, that protected 


the inhabitants from the heat of the ſun 
in ſummer and the keenneſs of the air in 


winter; near it was ſeen the manſion of 


the Seigneur elevated above the reſt of 
the 
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the village upon a riſing eminence, and 
guarded on both ſides by an extenſive 


wood that in every direction but one pre - 
ſented an appearance of the wildneſs of 
nature, ſomewhat tamed by the induſtry 
of man; but on the right diſcloſed an 
alley of tall goodly trees, which led the 


paſſenger on in ſolemn regularity up to 


the gates of this old and venerable man- 
fion. For many centuries it had been 
the property and almoſt conſtantly the 
reſidence of a family of the name of 

d' Antin, a family one of the moſt illuſ. 
trious in France, illuſtrious from the 
warlike deeds of their anceſtry, that 
among others help to ennoble the hiſ- 
tory of chis famous nation, and illuſtrious 
likewiſe in the opinion of many that the 
rewards of their ſervices had not exceed - 
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ed their ſufferin gs and loſſes, that they 
rather choſe to be ſought for by the 
court than to ſeek it, and were content, 
when they returned from defending their 
country, to ſhare upon their own eſtate 
the happineſs their courage had ſecured. 
Influenced by theſe ſentiments the whole 
diſtrict under their protection wore the 


moſt pleaſing aſpect. The country, fer- 
tile by nature, yielded a grateful return to 
the labour of the huſbandman. The 


farmer lived in eaſe and affluence, while 


the lord maintained and ſhared his di g 
nity and his ſplendor with thoſe who ſup- 
ported both. The peaſant paid the eaſy 
and honourable tribute of reſpect with 

b willingneſs, nay with zeal, while he re 

| ceived in return the ſolid advantages of 

; ſecurity and peace. 
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In this ſtate of almoſt fabulous happi- 
neſs, mixed with little allay of human 
miſery, the inhabitants of the village had 
long continued, when the war that took 
place in America neceſſarily called the 
preſent proprietor of this domain to ſerve 
his king and country in the field. Leav- 
ing his mother (who during his abſence 
at court and with the army, had often 
maintained the hoſpitality of his houſe 
with great propriety ;) and taking his 
wife with him, he repaired to the ſervice 
9 of a diſtant and perilous war, which his 
oon private opinion cenſured as unpro- ; 
voked, and which from its nature and ſitu- 
ation could not but be peculiarly diſa- 
greeable to a nobleman of France. His 
wite he would gladly have left in ſecu- 
rity with his mother, but that lady, 
B 3 though 
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though of a delicate frame of body, yet 
* a ane ſpirit from her anon 


| ; A of a court could 3 infiſted 


accompanying him and prevailed. 


I In $i ed e well deſerved her love, for at 
3 2 ved . 2 of her life, her father, 


ED ended from a family of the 
2 . equally illuſtrious 
Ah th *Antins, and ſituated at a very 


dan lance from them, had by a con- 


tinued courſe of diſſipation, joined to the 
imprudence of ſome of his anceſtors, ſo 


waſted his eſtates, that they were nearly 
exhauſted, when the young Marquis 
d' Antin firſt addreſſed himſelf to Made- 
moiſelle Damville. Inflamed with her 

| beauty 


8 


* r 
r 
3 2 i * 
1 


W 
— 2 8828 Ed) S 8 7 
1 8 S * l 
* 8 n * . — - : 2 
7 ads OE Io i i ZE BL ls AR — 
2 — 7 iy — I II ent V ons 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, 7 
beauty and adoring the talents and virtue 
that juſtified his paſſionate affection, he 
ſcorned to conſider the reduced ſtate of 
her family, or to fear the reproach of 


uniting the broken remains of a decayed 


fortune to his, even though ſituated fo 


near to the place of his own reſidence, 
Soon after the marriage, the father of his 
lady was obliged to quit the country. 


The manſion houſe was mortgaged and 


let to hire; the eſtate fell into the hands 


of bankers and lawyers, till at length the 


whole was purchaſed a few years before 
the American war by a banker reſident in 
Paris of the name of Leville, who had 
before that time advanced conſiderable 


ſums of money upon it as a ſecurity. 
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It will be needleſs to inform the reader 
that the Marquis d'Antin conducted 
himſelf in America with that ſpirit of 
gallantry and courage, which are the 
conſtant characteriſtics of a true French 


officer. At the battle or rather the cap- 


ture of Vork town, he was wounded in 


the arm by a random ſhot, which, though 


not dangerous, was troubleſome, and 
obliged him in the following year to re- 
turn to France; when, after viſiting the 
king at Verſailles, he retired, according 
to the cuſtom of his family, to ſhare his 
honors and his fecurity with the tenantry 
of his native province. At his return he 
found his mother dead, and the appear- 
ance of the inhabitants changed from 
what it was, a circumſtance which he 


partly attributed to his own abſence, and 
which 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 9 | 
which he conceived would ſoon be re- 
trieved ; but war had ceaſed to atone for 
its neceſſities and its hardſhips to thoſe 
who ſuffered them, by the popularity 
that awaited their return. The manners 
of France ſeemed changed, and this 
new ſpirit which he obſerved to prevail 

moſt ſtrongly in Paris and in the great 
towns, he thought had even crept into 
the boſoms of his honeſt and unlettered 
villagers. As he continued his reſidence 
among them he grew more convinced 
of it, and could not help aſeribing ſome 
part of the miſchief to the endeavours of 
the Levilles, who now conſtantly lived 
in the manſion houſe that once belonged 
to the family of his wife, and which they 
had procured by thoſe managements that 
are certainly fair in commerce, but which 
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are never conſidered as honorable even 
by thoſe who profit from them. En- 
tertaining this opinion and conforming 
to the general cuſtom that formerly pre- 
vailed in France, the d' Antins never vi- 
ſited or even noticed their rich and ſuper- 
cilious neighbours, but lived on as here- 
tofore, negligent of art, in the practice 
of thoſe virtues which had for ſo long a 
time produced their proper reward, but 
which now failed of their uſual effect 


upon the diſtempered minds of their cor- 


rupted countrymen. 


To ſpeak of the riſe and progreſs of 
theſe new principles through the country, 
would be to write the hiſtory of France 
during the preſent reign: it is ſuffici- 
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maſter was in danger, words in his mind 
{ynonimous to the love of his country, 
inſeparable as he deemed its intereſts 
with-that of his ſovereign, the gallant 
Marquis, though till liable to pain from 
the nature of his wound, repaired to 
court and offered at the foot of the 


throne the ſervices of a family ever brave 
and loyal. To this noble and difintereſt- 
ed conduct the Marquis had been greatly 
animated by the ſpirit and virtue of his 
wife. To her public motives, perhaps, 
ſhe might add that of private reſentment, 


a feeling not much to be wondered at 
when ſhe ſaw the eſtate of her family 


wreſted from her children by the en- 


croachments of trade ; ſhe did not conſi- 

der that this loſs was ſolely to be attri- 

| buted to the folly of her parents, which 
Tt „ had 
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12 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, 
had expoſed them to it, and that trade, 
though inſtigated by private advantage 
and rewarded by private gain, like 
every other virtue, is not confined to the 
intereſt of the individual, but aſſumes an 
independent merit from conferring a ge- 
neral advantage on the whole commu- 
nity. Joining private reſentment to 
public feeling ſhe animated her huſband 
to a conduct, which, however miſtaken 
in the opinion of ſome, could not but be 
deemed honorable and diſintereſted by 
all. Afflicted with the deluſion of the 
people, they left their manſion with leſs 
regret, and the inhabitants ſaw them de- 
part in ſilence, both from the ſame cauſe : 
they had loſt the love and reſpect of each 
other and looked to different objects. 
The Marquis before his departure gave 
orders 
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orders reſpecting his eſtate, took leave 
of ſuch of his tenants and neighbours as 
remained faithful to the old ſentiments 
of their fathers, and reminded them of 
thoſe trifles which called back ideas of 
reciprocal love and duty to each. He 
then exhorted them to be obedient to 
the laws, to be faithful to the king, and 
to love one another. Taking with him 
his children, the archives of his family, 
and the few things of value that could 
well be removed, he ſet out for Paris. 
Some few lamented his departure, others 
ſmiled, and there were thoſe who inſult- 
ed him. In his way he met the gaudy 
carriage of the Levilles on the road, 
they paſſed by him with ſwelling hearts, 
but their mean deportment, as they ap- 
proached, ſunk before the conſciouſneſs 
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of rea] nobility and ſuperior worth. The 
ancient manſion ſo often reſounding with 
the noiſe of cheerful mirth and hohday 
laughter, became as filent as the dead of 


night. Its gates were barred and its 


windows faſtened. The long ſuite of 
apartments whiſtling wich the wind were 
inhabited by unwholeſome vermin, and 
no longer contributed to the pride or 
pleaſure of the country. The old hall, 
with its raftered roof, ceaſed to be 
the place where the girls and the 
young men of the village met and 
danced on a Sunday evening. Even 
the guns and pikes that ornamented its 
ſides in fanciful circles, were taken 
down and placed in ſecurity, ſome of 
which the old men reſpected as having 
been uſed by themſelves, while the young 

looked 
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looked up to them with pride, as uſed 
by their fathers. In a ſhort time the 
garden was choaked with weeds, the 


lawn became disfigured, and every me- 
morial that recorded the loves of the 
village was effaced; no one could tell 
where they danced at their wedding, 


from what boughs they gathered their 


noſegays for the fetes. - They almoſt 


forgot the ſmiles of the Marchioneſs, 


when ſhe joined in their ruſtic merriment: 
ſo ſoon. did time throw a mournful obli- 
vion over the brighteſt paſſages of their 
village youth, It is true that ſuch plea» 


ſures had among ſome loſt their freſh- 


neſs; but there were few indeed, who 


did not ſhrink back when they turned 


their eyes towards the caſtle, which re- 
vived in their minds the idea of plea- 
ſures 
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16 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
ſures long paſt, now loſt even in re- 
membrance and never to return. 


— 


The caſtle thus deſerted, was left to 


the feeble care of an old woman of the 


name of Maricour, and to the occaſional 
notice of a prieur who officiated as cure 


of the pariſh. Maricour was at this time 
eighty-five years of age, the whole of 


which ſhe had paſſed in or near the caſ- 


tle. She had been nurſe to the Mar- 


quis's mother, and had continued ever 
fince 1n the ſervice of the family, more 


conſidered of late years as a friend than 


ſervant. Notwithſtanding her extreme 


age, ſhe retained all her faculties in 


great perfection. She had ſcarcely loſt 
a tooth, her eyes indeed were not ſo 


bright as at eighteen, and her want of 


colour 
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colour ſhe ſupplied with rouge, for even 
at that age ſhe did not chuſe to be 
frightful. Her mind too was young, ſhe 
delighted in aſſiſting to give thoſe plea- 
ſures ſhe could no longer ſhare ; to ſee a 


dance was her greateſt delight, and : 
ſometimes ſhe would even ſhew in ber 


own perſon how they danced when ſhe 
was young. Faithful and fincere, ſhe 
was eſteemed by all, and garrulity was 
her only fault, except, that ſhe doated 
on the Marchioneſs.to ſuch a degree, as 
to adopt all the enmities and ſome of the 


Z prejudices which the lively and animated 


imagination of that lady often betrayed 


her into. This good old woman almoſt 


ſunk under the loſs of her kind protec- 
tors, as ſhe called them, and but for a 
child, whoſe tender years were her prin- 
cipal 


1 
. 
| 
of 
| 


* . * 


18 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
Cipal- concern, ſhe would probably have 
fallen a ſacrifice to the regret that em- 
bittered her latter days. This child was 
the only ſurviving daughter of her ſon, 
a ſerjeant in the French ſervice, who was 


wounded in the battle of Quebec, and 
after languiſhing many years with various 


returns of his complaint, died in the arms 


of his native village. He had been ſer- 


vant to the father of the preſent Mar- 
quis, and was actually attending him in 


the war of that time. The mother fol- 


lowed her huſband ſoon after, ſo that the 
child, whoſe name was Adelaide, de- 
pended entirely on Maricour for educa- 
tion, and lived with her in a ſmall neat 
cottage near the manſion houſe. Ade- 
laide was almoſt eighteen ; ſhe had re- 
ceived a better education than is com- 
| mon 
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mon for girls of her condition, both 
from the attentions ſometimes given her 
by the Marchioneſs, but more from the 


induſtry and care of her grandmother, 


who brought her up in the utmoſt ſtrict- | 
neſs of principle without any ſeverity of 
manner or coldneſs of behaviour. She 
was therefore gay without being giddy, 
careful of her perſon without being vain, 
and ſteady in her conduct without being 


grave or ſevere; her perſon correſpond- 


ed to her character. She was rather 


| lively than handſome, her eyes and teeth 


were beautiful, and her whole counte- 
nance, though not compoſed of regular 
features, beamed with health, ſimplicity, 
and cheerfulneſs. This good girl had 
likewiſe profited from the inſtructions of 
the prieur; a prieſt, not quite ſo old as 

Ma- 
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Maricour, but tottering on towards 
eighty years of age. His appearance 
was venerable throughout, his face be- 
ſpoke him a man of much exerciſe and 
fatigue; it was worn into deep wrinkles 
on his forehead; he was almoſt bald, 
but juſt below his calotte, a ſmall circle 
of ſtrong curling grey hairs announced 
chat they had been uſed to labour, which 
indeed his colour, of the deepeſt ſhining 
brown, would equally have told. He 
had loſt all his teeth, and his body was 
bent into the deerepitude of old age. 
His mind had been as much exerciſed as 


his body. He had travelled in his 


youth a good deal, had reflected on what 
he ſaw, and conſtantly applied his re- 
flections to his actions, ſo that he might 
be ſaid to be more learned in men than 

books, 
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books, and to have ſtudied them with 


greater diligence; not that he had neg- 
lected the advantages to be derived from 
reading, but his warm and active paſſions 
now in ſome degree, though not entirely 
tempered by age, diſ qualified him from 
a continued courſe of ſtudy, and had 
likewiſe prevented him from advancing 
to the higher dignities of his profeflion, 
having attained, from want of opportu- 
nity and from unguarded indiſcretion of 
temper, no greater ſituation in the church 
than that of a pariſh prieſt ;* which he 

1 often 


* Tt ought to be obſerved once for all that the 
Author has endeavored throughout, to adhere as 
ſtrictly as poſſible to French names and manner of 
expreſſion. He has never deviated" from them, 


except in inſtances where it became neceſſary to do 
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often declared, and his truth was never 

doubted, he preferred to the moſt ſplen- 
did dignities in the power of the Pope 
to offer. While the family of the Mar- 
quis remained, this reverend old man 
was on all proper occaſions a welcome 
gueſt. He regulated their benevolences, 
and was himſelf the diſtributer of their 
charity. On moſt ſubjects he was truſt- 
ed by them with the fulleſt confidence, 
and the active good ſenſe of the Marchi- 
oneſs did not overlook the abilities of 


fo from the idiom of the Engliſh language or from 
the propriety of repreſenting their cuſtoms by 
thoſe moſt analogous to them in our own country. 
Thus the Prieur is often called Prieſt and ſome- 


times Father, when perhaps in ſtrictneſs he is not 


intitled to thoſe appellations. Other inſtances will 


be obſerved in the courſe of the ſtory. ö 
the 


* 
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the prieſt, rather ſtrengthened as they 
were than impaired by age. Between 
Maricour and him there had exiſted a 
moſt intimate friendſhip for forty years. 
He was her adviſer and governor 1n her 
whole conduct; which not unfrequently 
the levity of her temper rendered neceſ- 
ſary. Of courſe the education of the 
grand-daughter was in great meaſure en- 
truſted to him, and he took care it ſhould 
not much exceed the condition that Pro- 

vidence had allotted to her. For many : 

years the prieur had exerciſed a ſort of 
abſolute power over his pariſhioners, diſ- 
tributing ſmall rewards and puniſhments 
agreeably to his diſcretion, which, as it 
was exerciſed with prudence and limited 
within proper bounds, was for a long 
time readily complied with. The change 
of 
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of manners had likewiſe greatly impaired 


the authority of the prieſt, and feeling a 
loſs of power too ſenſibly, the warmth of 


his temper exaſperated him with great 


bitterneſs againſt the promoters of theſe 
new doctrines; from thence he was led to 
conſider the proteſtants of his own coun- 
try in too ſevere a light, and particularly 
to ſpeak of the Levilles, who united both 
theſe qualities with the utmoſt aſperity. 
But his wrath was confined to his conver- 


| ſation, and he never concluded without | 


begging God to forgive him, except in- 


deed when he ſpoke of the new family, 


whoſe reſidence there he conſidered as a 
common misfortune, as the ſource of un- 
happineſs to the inhabitants, and as the 
cauſe of his own want of authority 


among them; ſo that he never mentioned 


theſe 


* 
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theſe “ Jews,” as he ſometimes termed 
them, with the charity that became his 
religion, his office, his character, or his 
excellent good ſenſe. Excepting in this 
article, his very enemies allowed him to 
be moſt exemplary in his ſentiments and 
conduct. 


During the abſence of the Marquis and 
his family, it was the cuſtom of the prieur 
upon all holidays to dine with Maricour at 
her cottage, where they paſſed the day in 
tender recollection of their abſent pro- 
tectors, and in prayer for their ſafety 
and return. Sometimes the converſation 
would take a brighter turn, and the good 
old people were uſed to amuſe each other 
while they inſtructed Adelaide, with the 
ſtories of their youth, for the prieur care- 
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fully avoided the appearance of dire& 
inſtruction and advice, except upon re- 
ligious ſubjects. Adelaide would fre- 
quently invite a few of their neighbours 1 
to come to them, and then the hours 
were ſoon conſumed in harmleſs mirth, 
enlivened by rural ſongs and innocent 
paſtimes: every care was baniſhed, and 
Maricour was ſtill the livelieſt of the 
company. 


On one of theſe holidays in the month 
of Auguſt, the venerable father, accor- 
ding to his cuſtom, viſited the cottage, 
and remained to dinner, deſiring that 
they might ſpend that evening together 
without company. Adelaide had already 
ornamented the cottage with flowers in 
honour of the ſaint; ſne now prepared 

| | the 
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| the dinner, which required little coſt or 

labour. Appetite was not wanting, and 
cheerfulneſs preſided at their table, As 
| {ſoon as their homely fare was removed, 
ſhe placed before them ſome fruit, ga- 
thered, as uſual, from the neglected gar- 
den of the manſion. The prieſt, after 
returning thanks to his Creator for his 
daily bread, opened a bottle of the choi- 

| ceſt wine of Burgundy, a luxury, and 
it was his only one; he never dined 
without on a holiday: this was the 
ſignal for free and unreſerved converſa- i 
tion. Adelaide, with her uſual cheer- 
fulneſs and ſimplicity, preſented him 
with a noſegay and kiſſed him. Seeing 
that he looked thoughtful, ſhe began to 
rally him on the gravity of his temper ; 
« You are not grave, I perceive, Ade- 
Cz laide,” - 
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ſaid Adelaide.“ Nothing is ſo dange- 
© rous to a young mind,” added he, 
cc as to entertain a more than ordinary 
* cheerfulneſs, without having fully 
ce weighed the cauſe of it: what begins in 


6 laide,” replied the reverend father. 
Why ſhould I? is it not a holiday ?” 


ce inconſiderate mirth, too often ends in 
& ſorrow to be conſidered and repented, 
& not removed.” Maricour and Ade- 
laide were both ſurprized at this unuſual 


obſervation, couched in theſe myſterious 
terms, and remained filent, while the 
prieſt continued, I have obſerved you, 
ec Adelaide, for ſome time; the eye of 
« affection is jealous, and jealouſy is ever 
© on the watch. I have remarked a 
& cauſe for your cheerfulneſs, which 
6 you, perhaps, have not remarked for 

ce your- 
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ec yourſelf, or at leaſt if you have, it 
te has obtained an eaſy and unobſtructed 
« entrance into your heart.” Adelaide's 
bluſhes began to riſe : Do not ſup- 
ce poſe, my deareſt child, that J am go- 
ce ing to exerciſe in this place the duties 
« of my office, there are other times 
cc more fit for that; and if I could con- 
5e ceive, that you had already formed a 
ce complete notion for yourſelf upon the 
&« ſubje& I am going to mention, I ſhould 


cc reſerve it for the buſineſs of your fin- | 


ce cere and pious confeſſion elſewhere. . 
ce But come, confeſs now to a friend, 
ce that you. have been more cheerful 
ce lately than is uſual to your natural 


40 temper, that you have been happier 


5 without telling yourſelf why, and take 
© an intereſt in events that were for- 


C 3 © merly 
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* merly indifferent to you; anſwer me 
« faithfully.— Adelaide bluſhing, and 
the tear ſtarting in her eye, was unable 
to reply. Let me not keep you and 
my good friend Maricour,“ continued 


he, © any longer in ſuſpenſe, and ſtill 


« Jeſs in painful anxiety : Adelaide's 
&« youthful heart has been moved, mo- 
ved beyond her own feeling, and 
« without her own knowledge, by a per-- 
« ſon who, 1 fear, can never meet with the 
te conſent of her friends.” —* Indeed, my 
« deareſt father,” ſaid Adelaide, ſtrug- 
gling with her feelings, indeed, you are 
«© miſtaken, Lindor—” ©* What, Lin- 
« dor !” exclaimed Maricour, © Lindor, 
e the ſon of —.” Stop, Maricour,” in- 
terrupted the prieſt, while Adelaide burſt 
into tears at this firſt ſtern look of her dear 
* 


_ 
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parent, ** ftop, there is no occaſion for 
«« ſeverity and none for tears; that my 


c obſervation, ever watchful in the events 


of your life, is right, your own emo- 
« tions have betrayed, and I doubt not 
« that your mind has now, for the firſt 
« time, diſcovered, chat what youthought 
4 to be an indifferent preference, a ſecret 
« predilection, and a rational approbation 
« of friendſhip merely, is, indeed, a. feel- 
« ing not leſs worthy in itſelf, but more 

violent and uncontroulable; in ſhort, | 
that your affections are engaged, and 
& that you love—l am far from cenſu- 
« ring it, on the contrary, you are now 


«of an age, when the beſt gift that God 


6 can give you is a heart like your own, 
* and made your own by reciprocal affec - 


5 tion and by the ſanctions of our holy 


Ca & church; 
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© church; nor do I deny that Lindor is 
* a youth, whoſe virtue and temper are 
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e ſuch as juſtify your partiality ; but then 


ſ | | ce conſider of what family he is a part, 
I & how he has been trained, who are his 
5 | & connections, and what principles he 
| | | „ has imbibed; principles as pernicious 
Fl << to private happinefs as they are to the 
it cc well-being of ſociety, and connections 
= & that muſt divide you for ever from 
1 6 Maricour, from me, from your ſecond 
| c parents the Marquis and Marchioneſs, 
| | c and render you a fit companion only 


'| 1 cc for the Levilles.“ “ Sooner,” faid 
Maricour, than this ſhould happen, 
C Adelaide muſt leave me and my houſe, 
cc be an outcaſt in the world, and ſue for 
«© charity, where they will aſk her what 
<« right ſhe has to beg. What! give up 

- cc your 
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« your poor, dear Maricour ? renounce 
< the ſentiments of your whole family, 
« diſgrace the memory of your father ! 
Are my hopes, then, come to this ? 
What will your godmother the Mar- 
« chioneſs ſay? will ſhe be preſent at 
« your wedding; and who will be the 
<« protectors of your children! ? Aye, I 
perceived it as well as our good father 
there.“ (The prieur ſmiled.) © It 
© was not unoblerved, that you che- 
« riſhed that infamous cockade there on 
your breaſt, merely becauſe it was 
« given you by Lindor. He, indeed!” 
The good old woman ſometimes ſob- 
bing with ſorrow, and ſometimes agita- 
ted by anger, perſiſted i in her incoherent 
rhapſody. At length Adelaide, who was 
diſtreſſed by the truth and wiſdom of the 


C 5 prieſt, 
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ll prieſt, becauſe ſhe felt how unfavorable 
| they were to her wiſhes, collected cou- 
if rage and reflection from the ill- founded 
1 anger of her grandmother, which, as it 
lf was deſtitute of reaſon, made no im- 
ö preſſion, and ſuſpended her own pain in 
pity for that of her parent. Adelaide, 
therefore, with ſome heſitation at firſt, 
addreſſed them both I will, indeed, 
* confeſs that Lindor is dear to me, but 
5 not ſo dear as to make me take a raſh. 
* and ill-advifed ſtep :. my mind has 


Ns been better taught than to ſubmit my- 
« ſelf to my own will without reſtraint. 
Jou, my good father, have acknow- 
c ledged that he has virtues, and what 
& you have ſeen, is it wonderful I ſhould. 
& ſee, who know him more. But, my 
good mother, fear not that even thoſe 
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ce virtues would tempt me to forſake the 
cc dear ſources of comfort you have 
c pointed out to me. As to the ſenti- 
© ments you talk of, I am too young, 
„and too little inſtructed, to ſay how 
& far they are juſtifiable or not, and for 
te that reaſon I do not regard them, I 
6 likewiſe feel as you do for the con- 
ce nections and diviſions they have occa· 
c ſioned, and for that reaſon I lament 
they exiſt. Lindor has been educated 
<< by his aunt, not his father; ſhe was 
«« quiet and religious, perhaps he has 
cc not forſaken the ſentiments of that 
«© good woman, and ſetting this ſingle 
« circumſtance aſide, what quality does 
«© he want? he is brave, generous, and 
e cheerful ; he is induſtrious and atten- 
< tive.” The prieur, who ſaw. that ſhe 

CES was 
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was ſtrengthening her paſſion by | juſtify- 
ing its propriety, interrupted her; I 
te are good, my girl, and without add- 
« ing more, your mother and I can, 
& will rely on your honour and diſcre- 
tion: ſomething in return you may 
te expect from us, and I think I may 
venture to promiſe, that if Lindor is, 
« indeed, ſuch as you deſcribe and wiſh 
him, there ought to be no obſtruction 
e to your happineſs. His love for you, 
« which is, as a man's ſhould be, more 
« ardent, and therefore better known 
* than yours, is ſome proof of it; and 
« if he has not abandoned his religion 
« with his loyalty, time may confirm 
« your happineſs+ to time, therefore, 
« look forward, but with a ſteady pur- 
« poſe to conform yourſelf to reaſon and 
ce pro- 
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te propriety, without which there may 
c be tranſient pleaſure, but there muſt 
cc be permanent miſery. We will have 
«« ſome diſcourſe together with Lindor 
« we ſhall then diſcover his ſentiments, 
* Believe me, Adelaide, whoever em- 
cc braces thoſe ſentiments, and really acts 
« from them, which few, if any, can do, 
© however they may profeſs them, be- 
e cauſe they are inconſiſtent with our 
6 nature, ought neyer to be depended 
% on: they all act upon this idea, that 
«* a man may do whatever his reaſon 
« points out to him as proper, and what 
« we wiſh, how ſoon do we bclieve to 
be right, if we conſult nothing but 
c ourſelves. The difference between de- 
« ſerting a king and a father or a wife, 
« is but ſmall; and he who can find 

| ve rea- 
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« reaſons to perſuade himſelf that the 
c one is right, will eafily find ſome as 
bc effectual for the other, whenever his 
1 private diſcontent equals what he feels 
6 for the public : but we grow ſerious. 


% Come, Maricour, let us meet Lin- 
« qor here next Tueſday, which you 
„know is a holiday, and we ſhall then 
« ſee clearer in our way.” Adelaide's 


heart ſwelled with pleaſure and gratitude 


at this new inſtance of affection, and ſhe 
fecretly determined, at all events, to pre- 
fer her duty to her love, though ſhe an- 
xiouſſy hoped that both might be united. 
Maricour affented, but with fome reluc- 
tance, to the propoſal „ and peeviſhly 
muttered, that things were come to a fine 
paſs indeed! A look from the pricur ſi- 


enced her. 


The 


»+ 4 
"== 


_ ftedfaſtly upon it, heaved a deep figh, 
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The evening advancing, Maricour 


and Adelaide prepared to accompany 


their gueſt part of the way to his own 


| houſe, which was not far off. The prieft 
| having pronounced the uſual bleſſing of 


peace upon the cottage, which till now 
had never wanted it, and Adelaide ha- 
ving adjuſted every thing which was out 
of its place, which ſhe did for the firſt 
time in. a diſordered manner, they be- 
gan their walk. The firſt object that 
preſented itfelf was the caſtle. The ſun 


was near down, and the tall trees that 


furrounded them on every ſide, as they 
paſſed the avenue that led to the houſe, 
threw a dark and diſmal ſhade upon its 
lofty battlements and dreary ſolitude. 
The venerable old man ſtopped looked 


and 
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and with the aſſiſtance of Adelaide, hur- 


ried on. Margaret, on the contrary, 
found materials for her deſire of talking, 


and every little object revived ſome new 
ſtory that diſſipated her preſent thoughts 


with a review of the paſt, but which, 
even if they had been heard for the firſt 
time, would have fallen unobſerved upon 
the occupied attention of her compa- 
nions. Being near the houſe of the 
prieſt, they took leave, Adelaide bidding 
him remember Tueſday, and he, with a 
ſmile, telling her to forget it. 


On their return, which the pleaſant- 
neſs of the evening made cheerful, Ma- 
ricour was beginning to expatiate upon 
the ſubject of their former converſation ; 
when a ſudden cry of * ſee the Ariſto- 

_ © crates ; 
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ce crates; the Ariſtocrates ;” interrupted 
her lecture, and the old woman began 
now to tremble for her ſafety, as much as 
ſhe would have done formerly, had ſhe 


been pronounced a witch ; ſo near are 


the extremes of deluſion !. There ap- 
peared in fight moſt of the village youth 
returning from their evening exerciſe. 


There they are,” exclaimed Mari- 


cour; © who?” ſaid Adelaide diſor- 
dered;-<-why Lindor and the reſt of 


« them I ſuppoſe,” replied the old wo- 


man. At that moment he appeared, 8 


and with him, his father Simon, his cou- 


ſin Antoine, and many others, who at 
the ſight of their formidable enemies, 
put themſelves into the beſt military poſ- 


ture they could, to diſplay their proweſs 


in the obs of 1 laſt adherents of nobi- 
lity. 
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lity. They ſhouldered, ſome their muſ- 


kets, others their pitchforks, and ſtrutted 
with all the parade of veteran ſoldiers, to 
the extreme terror and total diſcomfiture 


of the women. Being near enough to 
ſpeak, Simon aſked, with diſdain, where 
Monficur and Madame Neuville were? 
(for that was the paternal name of the 


Marquis d'Antin) and when they would 


return? in which caſe he might ſtand a 
good chance of being elected Mayor. 


Antoine added, that if he did not return. 
ſoon he would forfeit his eſtate, for he 


did not know what right any one had to 
keep a houſe he did not uſe, and that it 
would make an excellent hotel for the 
public buſineſs of the diſtrict. Maricour 
was beginning to reply, when her tears 


ſtopped her; more was ſaid, but every 


thing 
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thing ſoon became confuſed and inarti- 
culate, ſome cried, vive la nation, others 
ſung, many danced and capered, The 
women, negle&ed by perſons, occupied 
ſo entirely with themſelves, eſcaped, 
and with hafty ſteps reached the door of 
their cottage, without dating to look 
back. f 3 


While Maricour had been employed 
in liſtening to her boiſterous country- 
men, Lindor advanced to Adelaide, and 
gently upbraided her with not attending 
| them in the field as the other girls of the 
village did, there, he ſaid, ſhe would ſee 
manly exerciſes and ſports ſhe had been 
little accuſtomed to; how graceful their 
attitudes were and how perfect in their 
exerciſe.— Ah, Adelaide,“ ſaid he, 
| «© you 
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c you like nothing but dancing.” — . 


„Every one has his amuſement, and 


ce mine are rather more peaceable than 
& yours; -was her anſwer. ** Oh, how 
ce dear would be my fatigues and my exer- 


© tions, if you would animate me by your 
ce notice.” „ And 1s there then room 


ce for affe&tion,” ſaid ſne, among ſuch 
© headſtrong and violent paſſions? As 
ſhe ſpoke theſe words, Maricour drew 
her away, and Lindor loitered after his 
companions, to follow with his eyes the 
ſteps of her his ſoul held moſt dear. Ma- 
ricour, as ſoon as ſhe was recovered 
from her fright, gave a looſe to the vio- 
lence of her rage. Well may we 
& want corn, when we want reapers; 
ce they have turned their plough-ſhares 
& into ſwords, and expect that the har- 
veſt 
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e yeſtwill take care of itſelf: who dothey 
“go out to fight againſt? Who do they 
ce frighten but ſuch an old woman as 
me? If my ſon had been alive, they 
ce would not have dared inſult me, and 
< then Lindor, he was amongſt them.“ 
«© He was, my dear mother,” interrupted 
Adelaide, © but he did not inſult you, and 
would you have him diſobey his father?“ 
Maricour, without obſerving her, con- 
tinued : * and that procureur”s clerk, 
6 Antoine, he forſooth would have the 
ce caſtle for a public hotel; why don't 
© they take the Levilles? They were 
„ not born to theirs, and would not miſs 
„hat they had been uſed to do with- 
4 out. Ah, my poor Miſtreſs, firſt 
< ſtripped of her own houſe by her fa- 
© ther's vices, now robbed of her huſ- 
© band's! 
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46 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, 
« band's! Why did I live to ſee this 


* day?”—A ſudden burſt of tears re- 


lieved her, and ſeeking compoſure in 
prayer, ſhe begged a bleſſing upon her 


miſtreſs, and pardon for herſelf, then 
kiſſing Adelaide, retired to thoſe peace- 


ful ſlumbers which not even affliftion 


can ſuſpend, and which nothing but 


guilt or diſcontent can totally diſturb. 
That diſcontent, though innocent, was 
now the unhappy companion of her 
grand-daughter. Adelaide too, retired 
to bed, but not to reſt. She thought of 
Lindor, ſhe thought of Maricour. Now 
the force of education made an enemy 
of the ſeigneur, and of the king, an 
enemy to her. Then ſhe believed him 
a ſtranger to ſuch a word, and after all, 
even if he was, ſhe found that ſhe ſtill 
loved 


EEE. 
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loved him. Sleep, however, though 


late, bound up her cares, and ſhe re- 


turned in the morning to her daily em- 
ployment, with alacrity and eaſe. 


| Short as the time was before Tueſday 
came, it appeared long, as time always 
does in the eye of expectation, and Ade- 
laide aroſe on that cheerful morning, 
with ſenſations of delight more to be 
envied by all mankind, though felt in a 


cottage, than thoſe, which on the ſame 
occaſion, fill the glowing mind of ambi- 
tious love in a palace. Let it not be 


concealed, that this artleſs girl beſtowed 
more than uſual care upon her perſon, 
while ſhe deceived herſelf in ſuppoſing 
that ſhe gave leſs, and perhaps ſucceed- 
ed better that ſhe did. A neat clean cap 
of 
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of white, covered in her hair cloſe on 
every fide, which if looſened, would 
have waved in long treſſes down her back, 
her jacket and petticoat were of a dark- 
iſh ruſſet brown, and of no great length, 
diſcovered feet that moved in ſimple 
elegance, and with a ſtep of natural 
firmneſs. Her neck was leſs covered 
than uſual, and as ſhe moved, ſhe now 
betrayed, and now concealed her white 
and ſwelling breaſt, that acquired new 
beauty from the impatient anxiety of her 


ſituation ; before her ſhe put on the na- 


tional cockade, a part of dreſs, that 
ſtronger force than that of faſhion made 
neceſſary, but it was ſmall and ill con- 
ceived ; for ſhe had firmly determined 
to uſe every means of preventing her 
own mind from forſaking the principles 

| and 
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and wiſhes of her deareſt friends, in blind 
obedience to her paſſion. With that de- 
ſign, ſhe wore hanging over it from 
her neck, an old gold croſs tied to A 
white ribband, that in time, long paſt, 
had been given by one of the Marquis's 
anceſtors to one of her's, which had been 
worn by her father on the day he was 
wounded, and which had ever been con- 
ſidered by all her family, as a holy relic 
conſecrated by the fondeſt endearments 
of love and religion. She went, beſides, 
to the morning {ſervice of the church, 
| where, with the true fervor of rational 
devotion, ſhe particularly marked thoſe 


n- paſſages, which ſhe knew to be favo- 
2d rable to ſentiments of obedience and 
er peace. Once too, ſhe prayed for Lin- 
les dor, but thinking it unbecoming, prayed 


nd D only 
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only for his converſion to true piety. 
Her mind was too much occupied to 
join in the buſtle of converſation that 
uſually takes place after the cheerful ce- 
remonies of the Romiſh church are over. 
Moſt of the men were abſent at their 
mulitary exerciſe, and Adelaide preferred 
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accompanying the good father to the 
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cottage, rather than her neighbours to 
the field, Maricour had long expect- 
ed them. It was her name- day, and ſhe 
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was dreſſed in all her finery ; a gown of 
black ſattin with a kind of ruff, edged 
with lace about her neck, and a cap with 
| lace, tied round her reverend hair, had 
conſumed the moſt ſplendid part of her 
wardrobe. A dreſs, not ſo much valued 
for itſelf, as that every part of it led to 
ſome new ſtory of thoſe who gave it, 
p 2 and 
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and ſhe could tell with inimitable preci- 
ſion, how, and when, and from whom, 
each particle of it came into her poſſeſ- 
fion, from the hereditary friendſhip of 


her miſtreſſes. The treat was hers. 


The room was likewiſe ornamented with 
her own hand, in which the moſt conſpi- 
cuous object was a drawing, taken by 
the Marchioneſs herſelf, from a picture 
in the caſtle, that repreſented the Mar- 
quis's father, and Maricour's ſon, at the 


battle of Quebec; the ſervant wounded, 


and the maſter protecting him. On 
this day it was encircled by branches of 


_ laurel, interſperſed with roſes and ſweet 


briar. Other little ornaments diſcover- 
ed, that the elegance of her natural taſte 
was neither exhauſted by age, nor de- 
tormed by ignorance. Much, however, 


D 2 as 
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as ſhe longed to diſplay the work of her 
own hands, and to receive the good 

wiſhes of her friends, ſhe had a ſtill 
ſtronger reaſon for her impatience to ſee 
the prieſt, He had ſent word that let- 
ters were arrived from the Marchioneſs, 
who ſhe knew had been obliged, ſome 
time before, to take refuge from the fury 
of the populace, with her family in Eng- 
land ; and theſe he promiſed to bring 
with him, as ſoon as the ſervice of the 
church was over. © Are they all well,” 
ſhe cried out as he entered; * They 
« are,” replied the - prieur. - ©. Then 
cc pray begin and read the letters,” ad- 
ded Maricour, Without farther cere- 
mony, but with a face clouded with ſor- 


row and anxiety, the prieſt began : 


cc Pe- 


_ 
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« Peterſham, Aug. 1, 1700. 
«© My Reverend Friend, 


It is now a long time fince you 


heard from us, and the Marquis's arm 
is ſtill too weak to permit him to write. 
He has, therefore, commanded me to 
inform you, my good father, that we 
have conſtantly remembered you in our 
prayers, with the humble hope, that 


however baniſhed from our country, we 


> are no exiles from the protection of the 
g Almighty, in whoſe hands we repoſe our 
preſent ſufferings and future deſtiny with 
4 cheerfulneſs and confidence. You are 
A too well acquainted with the ſtate and 
A condition . of this country, to fear that 
- we have been interrupted in performing 
r. 


our religious duties, agreeably to our own 
mode of faith. It is a liberty, as you 
D 3 well 
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well know, granted to ſectaries of all 
perſuaſions, but more liberally to thofe 
who profeſs the religion of their anceſ- 
tors, than, probably, it was at the time 
you viſited England ; indeed, there is 


now no reſtraint impoſed upon any who 


diſſent from the national church, except 
upon ſuch points as may in their ten- 
dency affect the government of the 


country, and which relate almoſt entirely 


to the offices of the ſtate. I have been 


once, from curioſity merely, and you 
know ho great a ſlave I am to that miſ- 
treſs, to ſee divine ſervice performed in 


the cathedral at Weſtminſter. Ignorant, 
in great meaſure, of the language of the 
country, and unacquainted with the li- 
turgy of the church, I ran no great riſæ 
of betraying my faith, and am little au- 


thorized 
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thorized to ſpeak with poſitiveneſs on 
the ſubject; but if I may believe my 
eyes, there was ſo happy a mixture of 
ſimplicity and dignity, of form and mat- 


ter, ſo much to attract the eye, and em- 


ploy the underſtanding, without con- 
founding the one, or facrificing all to 


the other, that J could not but wiſh in 


my heart, thoſe were the only points 
in which they had departed from us, 


for then the competition between the 
two might have been doubtful, and 


would not have extended to an eſ- 8 


ſential difference; but I am wandering 


into ways that will bewilder me. Aſſu- 


ring you, therefore, of the ſtedfaſtneſs 
of our devotion, may we not hope to re- 


ceive your bleſſing and your prayers, 
indeed, we ſtand much in need of them; 
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our misfortunes ſeem to grow darker 
every day. The little ſums of money 
we brought over with us, are nearly ex- 
hauſted, and where to look for others, at 
preſent, we know not. All our inno- 
cent occupations are gone, and the re- 
membrance of thoſe that once gladdened 
our reſidence amongſt you, only embit- 
ters the Joſs of them. Is Maricour full 
alive, and my pretty god-daughter, is 
ſhe married, or are the times too buſy 
and too headſtrong for ſuch tender em- 
ployments? May every happineſs at- 
tend them, and while they follow your 
inſtruction, as I truſt they will, it cannot 
fail. They are not noble, they have no 
| ann to loſe, no eſtates for others to 
plunder; ſure, they will ſpare them? 
This ſubject is ſo conſtantly in my 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, that it tinges my whole con- 
verſation, and while you expect ſome 
account of this favoured iſland, which 
every day becomes more conſpicuous in 
the eye of the world, I am ſtill roving 
in thought, at leaſt, over thoſe dear walks 
from which we are nn. baniſhed, 

the laſt of our race 


If beauty could atone for every want 
beſide itſelf, I might tell you that in 
this place we are happy; but in vain 
does the body quit its ſituation, the mind 0 
remains where it did, revolving upon its : 
own axis, the ſame, and unchanged. 
Near this town is a ſmall retirement of 
the King's, which he occaſionally viſits, 
and beyond it, a park of conſiderable 
extent, which almoſt unites with one on 


Ds the 
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the other ſide the river Thames, that 
leads you on to Hampton Court Palace, 
built by Cardinal Wolſey, and altered to 
its preſent ſtate by William the Third of 
England, the great Prince of Orange. 
That Palace, which the King never in- 
habits, is parcelled out in different apart- 
ments to ſeveral families of noble 
birth and ſmall fortune, as with us at 
St. Germains, for here too the wiſe men 
of the ſtate conſider, that the mainte- 
nance of nobility to a certain extent is a 
matter of public concern, and muſt for 
their own ſake be ſupported by the peo- 
ple. We have been introduced to the 
King and Queen; though it is impoſſi- 
ble to ſpeak in flattering terms of the 
Palace of St. James's, it would be doing 
injuſtice not to mention the court as one, 


m - 


we 4 
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in all points befitting the preſence of a 


King, the ſovereign of a great and pow- 


erful nation. We were received with 


every mark of gracious, and even affect- 
ing condeſcenſion. Many others who 
were once in the ſame ſtation with our- 
ſelves, driven from it by misfortune, 
not forfeited by miſconduct, were pre- | 
fented at the ſame time. The gaiety of 


the court ſeemed ſuſpended, even buſi- 
neſs gave way to reflections on the tran- 


fitory and fluctuating condition of ſocie- 
ty, and a ſort of ſolemn ſtillneſs con- 


tinued for fome moments on our ap- 


proach; indeed, the marks of regard and 
kindneſs univerſally paid to us, are the 
ſtrongeſt proof of the generoſity of this 
enlightened nation, who can ſo ſoon for- 
get our treacherous conduct during the 

D 6 laſt 
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laſt war, in the misfortunes it has entail- 
ed upon us; perhaps it is their pride (a 
quality not wanting here) that makes 
them overlook it ; but certainly we meet 
with the moſt flattering pity from all 
ranks of people ; even in this. village, 
there is ſcarce a family of the ſmalleſt 
note, that does not open their doors to 
receive us. The general opinion that 
prevails with regard to us, ſeems to be, 
that the King wanted courage, and the 
nobles affection to his perſon and energy 
in his ſupport. They bid us look back 
into their hiſtory, and ſee what daring 
acts of courage were diſplayed by their 
anceſtors in ſu pport, not of a monarchy 
that protected them, but of a monarch 
who betraved himſelf and them. How 
many lives were voluntarily laid down, 
5 with- 
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without hope of ſucceſs, and at a diſtance 
of time when the paſſions of men had 
had leiſure to cool, and when little real 


intereſt exiſted to influence them. They 


ſtand amazed at our want of zeal; 
What, ſay they, if one noble gives the lye 
to another, will they not go out to fight ? 
Would they not endanger both their 
ves, and probably take one, while the 
ſurvivor, inſtead of honour, entails no- 
thing but flight, proſecution, and mi- 
ſery upon himſelf? Then they aſk, have 
not theſe new proceedings given the lye 
to the ancient and preſent honour of 
the whole nobility ? Have they not torn 
down every mark of diſtin&tion, and 
ſtole away the moſt valuable poſſeſſion 


you had? and yet no man ventures his 
life in their protection or defence. 
Though 
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Though the loſs of it, in ſuch a cauſe, 
would conſecrate him to endleſs glory 


as the friend of his King, the aſſertor of 


the laws, and a true Frenchman, not 
fach by birth, or by adoption, but by 


being animated with qualities, which 


have for ages formed the national cha- 


racter of his country.“ 


t One day as an Engliſh Gentleman 


Was holding this language, a little impru- 


dently, I thought, in the prefence of my 
huſband, who pretended not to hear 
him; your young friend Louis, now, 
Sir, a giant of twelve years old, exclaim- 
ed, And I will forfeit my life for my 


King.“ The Engliſhman feeling all 


the patriotiſm of his country, exclaimed, 


© Your life is nothing, my Boy, when 
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© put into the balance with the laws and 
c the happineſs of your country.“ Tell 
Maricour, that he is, indeed, worthy 
of his birth, and promiſes to inherit all 
the courage of his two families; may 
his happineſs and his virtue be more 
ſecure. | 


The Engliſh Gentleman I ſpeak of is 
now in France, and propoſes to call at the 
Chateau in | his way from Marſeilles ; 
give him a good reception, for he well 
deſerves it. This little ſcene,” in which 
Louis firſt difplayed the warm fincerity 
of his heart, produced a general conver- 
fation, from whence I collected, what 
twenty years ago would never have 
been believed in France, that the En- 
gliſh are, and always have been, affec- 


tionately 
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tionately attached to their Monarchs, 
and loyal to a degree of enthuſiaſm ; 
that this ſpirit, before the change of fa- 
milies brought about by the Revolution, 
exiſted to a dangerous height, but by 
that event was leſſened though not ex- 
tinguiſhed, and is now revived in a 
manner that protects the Throne from 
every attack. This, they ſaid, was the 
ſureſt and beſt protection the Crown 
could rely on, inaſmuch as it ſuperſe- 
ded the neceſſity of expenſive armies 
to ſupport an actual authority, which 
might endanger ſometimes, and would 
at all times be a load on the welfare of 
the nation; while an influence of this 
kind can never be long employed to a 
dangerous purpoſe, and would always 
| _ ceaſe 
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ceaſe to act with the King, when he cea- 
ſed to act for the people. 


The party ufually denominated Re- 
publican is ſaid to be very ſmall and in- 
conſiderable, and to our honour be it 
told, is the only party or body of people 
that has countenanced the unhappy dif- 
trations which prevail in our country. 
While the newſpapers, of which you 
have heard fo much, turn the whole 
proceedings of the National Afſembly 
into puns and witticiſms, treating them 
a la Frangaiſe, with the happy gaiety that 
once belonged to us. This ſort of treat- 
ment from the newſpapers, which at 
once lead and follow the opinion of the 
Public, will give us the beſt idea of the 
ſentiment of England upon this ſubject. 

The 
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The people in general think and ſpeak 
little of us; they conſider the whole 
event as a tranſient ſtorm, ſoon to paſs 
away, but in the mean time triumph 
in the ſuppoſed ſuperiority it gives to 
| their country, and in the total inſigni- 
ficance to which it has reduced ours. 
Others, who ſpeculate more ſerzouſly 
upon the diſpoſition of human events, 
apprehend the very foundation of all 
government to be undermined by it; 

that it will teach the many their own 
ſtrength, and lead to a general confu- 
ſion of property as well as rank. Senſi- 
ble of the benefit of ſubordination, the 
government and laws of this country, 
though equal, are ſtrict and even ſevere. 
The example of Holland, as well as 
England, may teach us, that the free- 


dom 
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dom of a nation is not incompatible with 
an abſolute power being lodged in the 
laws; nay, we may conclude, perhaps, 
with more reaſon, that true Liberty can- 
not exiſt without they are ſo. The Per- 


ſons of the Magiſtrates and of the Nobi- | 


lity are held in ſuperior reſpe& by the 


law, not, indeed, for their own private 


gratification, but for the ſake of the pub- 
lic, who have an intereſt in the protec- 
tion of their officers and nobles, whoſe 
rank is created for their good, and can- 
not but ſuffer with the individuals who 
compoſe it. In this, as in every other 
point of view, we find that the Engliſh 
are ſtrict obſervers of order, and though 


of a fierce and active nature, are yet 


more deſirous of raiſing themſelves upon 


their own merit than upon the degrada- 


tion 
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tion of others, well knowing, that to 
weaken diſtinction is to deſtroy the very 
object they aim at. Thus a rich trader 
is knighted, in proceſs of time he be- 
comes a Baronet, and his deſcendants 


are ennobled, by which, and other means, 


opinion, that great defence of govern- | 


ment, maintains its ſtand againſt thoſe 
numerous cauſes which are conſtantly at 
work to impair and deſtroy it. The 


only criſis that abſolutely threatened the 


ſafety of the Engliſh nation was at the 
acceſſion of the preſent King. In a mo- 


ment of royal popularity, at a time of 
great national proſperity, in the midſt of 
triumphs, and when at the higheſt pitch 
of their power, the quiet of England was 
endangered by the mad attempts of a 
ſingle individual, aided by a want of 

| public 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 69 
public opinion among great part of the 
people. A filent revolution in the pow- 


ers of government, which had been long 
gaining ground, was called forth into 


public operation by the management of 


the new adminiſtration, a ſtrong and 


wiſe ariſtocracy (if I may uſe unpopular 


words to convey an inconteſtable truth) 
which had, through a courſe of ſixty 
years, with little variation maintained the 
country in peace at home and with glory 
abroad, was diſſolved. The ſecret of 
government was laid open; the intereſts 


of the great men were divided and diſ- 


turbed. A witty, bold, and experien- 
ced adventurer ſeized the golden oppor- 


tunity ; he availed himſelf of it with 


ill, and compoſed a deluſion for the 
people made up of the moſt faſcinating 
4 in- 


E 
— — 


oY — 1 


+»: Dx COD EET 


— = _— 2-9 — — To — <—— w 4 A, 1 4 5. : 2 \ — A IS. —— 
— EY ERTIES t* wc „ S pt Sv - 
« Sowa Mat WH. -% F \ =» — — 


70 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE« 

ingredients, and which falling on a diſ- 
tempered conſtitution produced the moſt 
violent effects. They ſwallowed it, and he 
profited by it. Order, however, was ſoon 
reſtored, and government has recovered 
the ſtrength theſe cauſes had impaired. 


«© You will think me a great politi- 
cian, and it is my misfortune to have 
learnt ſome. part of it by experience, 
the reſt J only tranſmit to you from the 
mouth of others; we have, indeed, 
ſeen ourſelves, that in the country vil- 
lages the ſame decent reſpect univerſally 
prevails as did with us in our happier 
hour; and even in the large towns, 
good ſenſe tempers that ſpirit of oppoſi- 
tion and improvement which-trade natu- 
rally creates and is created by. 

c We 
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«© We have had two occaſions late- 
ly of ſeeing the excellent moderation of 
the Engliſh people, and none of us 
could believe that we- were living in a 
land formerly ſaid to be inhabited by 
wild beaſts, running riot with every 
kind of diſorder. The firſt was a muſi- 
cal feſtival, celebrated by the King's 
command in the Abbey at Weſtminſter. 
The fight itſelf was ſingularly magnifi- 
cent ; it was vaſt beyond the powers of 
deſcription; fix hundred muſicians com- 
poſed the band, and many of the firſt 
performers in Europe, ſuch as Italy 
might be proud of, took the lead. The 
audience amounted to upwards of four 
thouſand ; all of them, both men and 
women, dreſſed in their beſt array. The 
King and royal family were ſeated on 
an 
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an elevation in the front of the Cathe- 
dral, attended by the magnificence of a 
court little inferior to that of Verſailles 
in its proudeſt day. The dignified re- 
ſpect that was paid them from every quar- 
ter, the affection that was ſhewn them by 
moſt, and the attention by all, gave us 
the idea of a father among his children, 
rather than a king lording it over his 
ſubjects. They ſeemed by filent geſ- 
tures to be returning him thanks for the 
excellence of his government, which du- 
ring more than thirty years has ſecured 
to them the bleſſings of domeſtic peace, 
not to be diſturbed by foreign hoſtility 
or internal diviſions ; while the private 
virtues of both commanded a ſtill higher 
veneration from the beneficial influence 
of their powerful example, which has ar- 

reſted 
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reſted the progreſs of time, in checking 
the corruption of wealth, and retarding 
the decay of full blown proſperity. 
Theſe are indeed ſuperficial ideas, but no 
doubt to the conſiderate eye of a philo- 
ſopher, this awful ſcene would have ex- 
hibited a clearer proof than volumes of 
diſquiſition, both of the opulence of the 
country, the refinement of its manners, 


and the excellency of its government.” 


ce We were ſoon after preſent at the 
trial of Mr. Haſtings in Weſtminſter 
Hall, of which you have heard ſo much. 
You will not expect me to ſay any thing 
reſpecting the merits of the queſtion 
itſelf. My political knowledge, and 
my opportunities of conſidering it, are 
greatly unequal to ſuch a taſk ; beſides, 
E I am 


r- 
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I am too well acquainted with the uncea- 


fing inquiries of your ardent curioſity, 


and the attention you have long paid to 
every conſiderable event in Europe, not 


to conclude, that your judgment is al- 


ready ſo formed as to need little com- 
ment of mine upon it. The ſpectacle 
is all that I ſhall indulge myſelf with, and 
indeed it was a ſpectacle of the moſt ex- 
alted nature. If England ſeemed in the 
Abbey to repoſe itſelf in the arms of a 
rational amuſement, here you ſaw her 
with equal magnificence, reſuming the 
more dignified air of important buſineſs, 
The audience were conſiderable in num- 
ber, beauty, and elegance. The peers 
in their robes and ſplendidly attended, 
well maintained the dignity of their ſta- 
tion. The Houſe of Commons, poſſeſ- 
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fing all the power requiſite for their pur- 


poſe, give up with little reluctance, an 


appearance of ſuperiority not confined 


in its intrinſic uſe to the lords, but 
equally beneficial to the whole commu- 
nity, It was a fight that would have 


appalled a Democrate. The ſecurity of 


the perſon accuſed, the vehemence of 
the accuſers, and the patient impartiality 
of the judges, all co-operating, though 


in different directions, to produce one 


ſingle effect, as it were, in the theatre of 
an univerſity, not in the center of a po- 


pulous and turbulent city, filled the 


mind with a ſatisfaction that left nothing 
for our fancy to require, while it gave 


us the idea that juſtice herſelf ſat upon 


the vacant throne. 
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« When I look back on the length 
of this letter, I tremble for the trouble it 


will give you, but it was one of your 
commands to me at parting, - that 1 


ſhould ſend you the fulleſt account of 
all- our thoughts and actions; a com- 
mand obeyed with ſo much pleaſure, 
that inſtead of aſſuming merit at its per- 


formance, it ſeems to require ſome apo- 
logy for indulging ſo much in it. To 
ordinary minds, ſuch a diſquiſition as 
that which fills the vacancy of this tedi- 


ous volume, might, indeed, require an 


apology, but to a mind experienced and 


reflecting as yours is, the picture of a 
government and nation exceeding both 
the detail of hiſtory and the theory of 
imagination, however unſkilfully drawn, 
will ſtill be acceptable, eſpecially when 

the 
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the hand that' gives it, ſends likewiſe her 


heart as its companion, in thoſe aſſuran- 


ces of friendſhip, which will never ceaſe, 
my good and venerable friend, but with 
my life.“ 


_« DAM VILLE MAR PYISE D'ANTIN”, 


« My wife has written ſo much, and 
my arm 1s {till ſo troubleſome, that I did 
not think of adding to her prolixity, but 


ſome hours interval of eaſe, and the 


pleaſure I feel in renewing our acquain- 
tance, though at this fearful diſtance, 


impell me to it with an irreſiſtible ne- 
ceſſity. Her thoughts and mine cor- 
reſpond fo entirely on the ſubject of her 


letter, that T need only ſay, her words 


are mine, with this addition, that my 


whole ſoul pants with the ſpirit of its pro- 
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genitors to deliver up itſelf to them and 
to my country in the cauſe of my afflic- 
ted ſovereign, and to repoſe myſelf 


among them in a ſtate of endleſs peace 
and glory, where, at leaſt I am taught 
to believe, there is no National Aſſem- 
bly ſuch as ours to decide upon my 


conduct. This idea, ever freſh in my re- 
collection, leads me to mention a deſire f 
my wife's, which, perhaps, ſhe forbore 3 
to mention for herſelf. She underſtood, 
from your laſt letter, that the Levilles 
were about to repair. that part of the 


church which once was ſacred to the 
name and family of the Damvilles, and 
that it was probable all the monuments 
which record the actions of her parents 
j would be defaced : If ſo, ſhe deſires you 
i to preſerve as many of them as you can, 
| "os 


= 
- £ 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 79 


and place them in ſecurity for better 
times; but, above all, to take care of 


one which ſtands near the corner of the 
chapel, inſcribed to Henri de Damville, 
Equerry to Henri Quatre, and the friend 
of that great and good monarch; good 
with all his foibles and great though a 
King. I dare fay it is familiar to you,, 
but leſt it ſhould not, the epitaph in- 


forms you that his father was ſlain at the 


battle of Ivry, fighting under the 
banners of his ſovereign againſt the re- 
bellious oppoſition of the league, and 
that he himſelf periſhed at the fiege of 
Amiens in very early youth. The me- 
mory of this gallant officer is peculiarly 
dear to the Marchioneſs, as he was the 
laſt of her family who greatly diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf, and the ſtone itſelf, part 
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of the walls oNAmiens, was preſented to 


his widow by his amiable maſter and ſo- 
vereign. 


«© You need not doubt my affection. 
It ſtill continues for my deluded ene- 
mies, can it then. be wanting for you ? 
You will rejoice to hear that our young 
Louis promiſes ſo well ; how unfortu- 
nate he is to miſs thoſe leſſons of wiſdom 
and experience, he would have received 
at your hands. 


they left me even a name? To you it is 


unneceſſary, I ſhall be known by my 
friendſhip, that at leaſt it is out of their 


power to take from me.“ 


2 2 
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While the prieur was reading theſe 

| letters, which he did with a broken voice 
and dejected countenance ; Maricour 
was loſt in thought, and found no relief 
either in tears or utterance. Adelaide, 
too young to be much affected with the 
3 recollection of ſcenes that paſſed in her 
| early infancy, nevertheleſs felt for the 


ſorrow of her friends, and .though her 
fancy ſometimes ſtrayed to affections 
nearer home and ſoon to be more agi- 
tated, yet ſhe paid a mournful and ſilent 
attention to the miſeries of her protectors, 
and would have felt them more, if the 
narrative had wandered leſs to ſubjects 
above her underſtanding. After a ſilent 
pauſe of ſome minutes, Maricour, ſink- 
ing under her ſorrows, withdrew to ſeek 
conſolation, where alone it can be truly 
<. Bg | - my 
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found, in lifting the thoughts from earth 
to heaven, by thoſe acts of private devo- 
tion, which an implicit confidence in 
religion never fails to incite. Adelaide 
and her reverend friend were left alone; 
he gladly ſeized that opportunity of di- 
verting his thoughts by improving hers, 
and warned her againft loſing a cheerful 
confidence in religion, which he aſſerted 
could of itſelf alleviate every misfortune 
of life, and which ſhe ſaw was now in 
the hour of affliction, the ſole: prop and 
comfort of her grandmother. Acquie{- 
| cence and content, he obſerved, were 
the great means by which this happineſs 
was to be preſerved ; to doubt, he ſaid, 
was to be miſerable. Some time had 
elapſed in this employment, when Mari- 
' Cour returned with a compoſed counte- 


nance, 
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nance, though the tear {till gliſtened in 
her eye, and aſked for Lindor. He had 
' promiſed to be with them at an early hour 
and that hour was come. 


Lindor was a youth of an excellent 
form and of great activity. He had at- 
tained his twenty- fourth year, and was 
conſtantly employed either in uſeful la- 
bour or in field ſports. His education, 
which had been given him by an aunt 
who lived in the village, was rather bet- 
ter than falls to the ſhare of many in his 
condition, and which, in truth, was 
ſomewhat higher than the reſt of the 
huſbandmen. His father, who had been 
abſent at Marſeilles for many years, was 
employed, during that time, in a profita- 
ble ſituation under the police there, and 
te- 2 E 6 was 


was lately returned to his native place, 
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bringing back with him the little favings 
of his ſervice, from which, it has been 
ſaid, he was diſmiſſed for acts of oppreſ- 
five ſeverity. His couſin Antoine like- 
wiſe was rich for his ſtation in life; he 


had been elerk to a Procureur at Mar- 


feilles. His maſter ſucceeding in a cauſe 


of great conſequence, gave him a ſmall 


farm as a recompence for his ſervice, 
upon which he retired as ſufficient for his 
maintenance, and which ſuſpicious people 
were apt to ſay, was a proof of very ex- 
traordinary generoſity in a Procureur. 


Lindor difdaining a life confined with- 
in the walls of a town, rejected many of- 
fers of his friends, who had intereſt there, 
to advance him at Marſeilles. Cheer- 

ful 


— 
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ful and gay, he delighted in the labours 
of the field, as the higheſt amuſement; 
and free from care, want, or diſeaſe, he 
looked to the happineſs of marriage, as 
the only means the world had to make 
him happier. This object he thought 
was within his reach, and Adelaide was 
all his care. He burſt open the door of 
the cottage with that innocent freedom 
which marked the cheerful levity of his 
temper, and preſented his reverend mo- 
ther, as he called Maricour, with a 
birthday preſent, accompanied by a 
kiſs. They were ſuch as ſuited a cottage; 
the one reſounded with vigour and fin- 
cerity, the other was marked by its fimpli» 
city and. plainneſs, being nothing more 
than the figure of Saint Margaret cut in 
bone. The good old woman declared, 
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ſhe had not been ſo honoured for many 
years, and ſhould add this relic to the 
others, that her youth and beauty had 
obtained for her, but that ſhe ſhould 
prize it above all the reſt. Adelaide 
ſmiled, and ſeemed to think the kifs 
might have been better diſpoſed of. Ci- 
vilities were ſoon ended and made way 
for dinner, where, if there was nothing 
to tempt the Epicure, there was as little 
to nauſeate the delicate. Converſation 
was not wanting; heedleſs laughter 
brightened the ſcene, and formality ne- 
ver once interrupted them. The ſtate 
of the harveſt and the condition of the 
different farms, with the health and 
amuſement of their neighbours, were ſub- 
jects treated with ſo much ſimplicity, and 
ſometimes with ſuch artleſs cunning, that 

the 
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the pen of Theocritus would have ſhrunk 
from the unequal taſk of NERO 
them with Juſtice. 
- The time faſt approached when Lin- 
dor's ſentiments were to undergo the ri- 
gid inquiry of the prieſt He, unconſci- 
ous of the danger, laughed and fung, 
and ſung and laughed, till Maricour 
herſelf, loſt in the ſpirits of eighty-five, 
elevated and renewed by thoſe of twenty- 


four, had almoſt forgot the purpoſe of 


the viſit. Lindor,” ſaid the prieur, 
«© why were you not at church to 
day?“ —© I was in the field, Sir,” 

faid he, with my father and the reſt of 
« our friends at morning exerciſe ; you 
« cannot imagine how perfect we are. 
« And what do you think,” replied the 


prieft, *5* will be the conſequence of 


« this? 
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cc this? Have you ever reflected upon 
< the uſe to which it may be applied? 
cc or ever conſidered how ſuch a practice 
cc will affect either yourſelf, your vil- 
lage, or your country? Young man,” 
continued he, you have often found 
«© me your friend; you know that I am 
« your ſpiritual father, and ought to be 
© your guide, do not therefore ſuppoſe 
that I am aſking theſe queſtions from 
« curioſity, but with the deſire of ſeeing 
tc that you do what is right. As the day 
is not far advanced, and as extreme 
« gaiety neither ſuits me nor even our 
« friend Maricour in this time of ſor- 
& row, I ſhould wiſh that we might-ex- 
© amine this ſubje& together, with the 
* freedom and ſeriouſneſs that become 
it. It is a ſubject well worthy your at- 
6 tention, 
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ec tention, for ic involves both your duty 


« and your happineſs, conſequently 
« your intereſts here and hereafter. A 
holiday ſpent even in fuch ſerious con- 
E cerns, believe me, is not miſapplied, 
« at leaſt, for once. And you know, 


* rigid auſterity to be no part either of 
* my doctrine or of my life. Firſt then, 


< let us hear what you think of _— 
“ yourſelf.“ 


Lindor, whoſe heart was ſeriouſly in- 
clined, though to a far different ſubject, 
had too much reverence for the admo- 
nition of the prieſt to diſobey him, and 
thus began: „If I rightly underſtand 
© the queſtion you propofe to me, it is, 
** whether I approve of the new liberty 
e poor people have acquired in this 

4 coun- 


ww 4 ee 


8 > 0.4 — ww 9% - 4 . n - * 
FD .f ‚ ob oy ee os nes Oo 


— — 


— 
— Sa EC 
* 


EIN 


DO LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 


country? I confeſs, I do. Is it not 
c unjuſt that one man ſhould be abſo- 
ute maſter of many, ſeeing they are all 


cc equal by birth? and a ſtate of ſlavery 


« can little agree with a brave, and 
<« therefore a deſireable ſpirit. Inſtead of 


© paying taxes, while the great men are 


«© exempted, we ſhall be relieved from 


e our burdens, and reſtored to our natu- 


& ral rights. We ſhall be free to act as 


cc e like; we ſhall ele& our own ſu- 
«- periors and our officers. There will 
* be no oppreſſion, no impriſoument, no 
"© puniſhment. It is true, that 1 know 
CL only that we have arms in our hands, 
„ and do little underſtand the meaning 
c of the words I uſe ; ſtill leſs, how all 


cc that I do underſtand is to be accom- 


e pliſhed: but my father and my cou- 
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70 fin Antoine have had greater advan- 
« tages, they have ſeen a good deal of 


the world at Marſeilles; and beſides, 


© know ſomething of the law: they can 


c talk well upon the ſubject, and do I 


« not do right to rely upon them, who 
« are likewiſe my neareſt relations? Are 


„not almoſt the whole country of the | 
cc ſame opinion, and can they all be miſ- 


© taken ? Is not liberty deſireable? to be 
ce free, to be your own maſter, to want 


nothing? Can we hazard too much 


« forſuch glorious purpoſes ? I am little 


ce able to argue, but I feel myſelf to be 


« right, and by my feelings muſt I be 


« judged. Do, good father, if you 
« think me miſtaken, ſhew me where 
* and how, for I well know you can.” 


This 
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This ſhort addreſs he made with ſo 
much vivacity and energy, that it _ 
even thoſe who were hurt at what it 
contained. To preach is part of my 
ce office; to be tedious is impoſed upon 


3 1 


© me by age, replied the prieur, but 


6 both will in this inſtance be juſtified | ü . 
© by the importance and difficulty of | Y 
e the ſubject. Prepare yourſelves there- | . 
< fore for a diſcourſe of ſome length, |" 
cc and of ſome nicety, bur T truſt, not | x 
wy unworthy your attention, nor im poſe 1 
* ble to be underſtood.” ® N 

6 Lin- pt 


* The prieur had been long accuſtomed to me- 
ditate upon a ſubject which involved ſo deeply the Ne 
intereſts and happineſs of mankind; he had ſtu- 
died it with the ſame kind of enthuſiaſm that go- 
verned all his thoughts in matters that intereſted 
him, and had conſidered it in all thoſe lights which 
his 
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ö : „ Lindor concluded by ſaying, that 
| i the whole country is of opinion with him 
t : in approving this novelty among us, 
7 1 which he called Liberty, and which has 
at 


: his improved underſtanding enabled him to throw 
4 upon it. To thoſe, therefore, who are acquainted 
of with the practice of human nature, it will not ap- 
I pear wonderful that he entirely forgot the ſort of 
E- perſons he was addrefling in the importance of the 
ſubject he was diſcuſſing, and poured forth the re- 
ſult of his premeditated thoughts in a manner more 
adapted to juſtify his own opinion to himſelf, than 
to form that of others. From a motive of the 
lame kind, the Editor has choſen to omit thoſe in- 
terruptions which broke the tediouſneſs and per- 
plexed the courſe of the diſquiſition when deliver- 
ed, and although at the hazard of fatiguing the at- 
tention of the reader, has thought it beſt to preſent 
him with it in its continued ſtate, freed from thoſe 
the explanations which might be neceſſary for Lindor 
| ſtu» Wand Adelaide, but which he apprehends can hardly 
go be deemed ſo for thoſe into whoſe hands this moral 
eſted Wile may chance to fall, 


his | „„ pro- 
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produced ſuch violent effects; from 
whence he would conclude, that what he 
cannot account for himſelf, ought ne- 
vertheleſs to be adopted by him, becauſe 
it is impoſſible that a whole people ſhould 
be deceived. Undoubtedly the voice of 
a whole people, which has juſtly been 
ſtiled the voice of the God of truth, is 
incapable of deceiving or of being de- 
ceived; but how is this voice to be col- 
lected; and what is it? It is not a ſud- 
den inconſiderate phrenzy; it is not a 
momentary ebullition from cauſes long 
laid and long concealed; nor is it to be 
ſeen in unanimous violence, or in general 
rage; thoſe are rather proofs that the 
reaſon of the people is diſturbed, and 
where there is no reaſon, there is no 
truth. The voice of the people can 
5 „ 
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only be diſcovered by a long continued 


courſe of peaceful conduct diſplaying it- 


ſelf in their manners, cuſtoms, and hiſ- 


tory, not the thought of a year or the 


actions of one generation, but the reſult 


of many. Hence, if popular opinion 1s 


to decide whether this revolution of Li- 
berty, as it is falſely called, is right or 
not, ſurely the combined opinions of 


ages, and the practice of all antiquity, 
are to be preferred to a rage of novelty, 


countenanced, indeed, by many who 


are heated in the action, but diſapproved 


by thoſe who are happily uninvolved in 


its agitation. If you wiſh for the wiſ- 
dom of the preſent times, apply your- 
ſelves to foreign nations, and ſee what 


their impartiality will determine. 
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& 1 do not cenſure you for reſorting 
to other opinions than your own. Ne- 
ceſſary as it is for all, and infinitely fo 
for moſt, to rely on the wiſdom of com- 


munities and of others, as guides to their 
own blind and imperfect reaſon, it is par- 


ticularly ſo for you upon a ſubject like the 
preſent. An union of wiſdom is like an 


union of ſtrength. Man was not born 


to live or to think alone. Even in reli- 
gion, where the buſineſs of life is ſolely 
with our Creator, and where the intereſts 
of the world fink before the preſence of 
God, the reaſon of the individual muſt 
nevertheleſs bend to the reaſon of 'the 
church, that 1s, to an authority impoſed 
upon us, ariſing from the collective 
and hereditary wiſdom of the whole. 


This neceſſity the proteſtants themſelves 
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acknowledge, while they deny, and 
though they reje& the ſupremacy and ſa- 
cred authority of our Holy Father the 
Pope, yet do they ſubmit to general 
combinations of faith, which cannot be 


maintained without general obedience to 


ſome authority or other.“ Still I do 
not 


* Tt muſt be remembered that this is the lan- 


guage of a prieſt of the Roman Church, who moſt 


certainly extends the doctrine of obedience to au- 
thority, however beneficial when limited within 


proper bounds, to a dangerous extreme. In ſo- 


ciety, which exiſts for the benefit of the whole com- 


munity, obedience to the authority of the ſtate is 


required from all without limitation, while they 
remain in it, and is even aſſented to univerſally upon 


points which do not ſeem to be within the diſcre- 


tion of mankind, ſuch as inveſting the government 
with a power of life and death. In religious mat- 
ters, this obedience muſt likewiſe be ſubmitted to 
in a degree, but is limited from the nature of its 
ſubject matter. In points that do not involve the 

F pf eſſence 
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not mean to deny that there are ſubjects 
and occaſions, where we ought to form 
opinions for ourſelves individually, with 
more or leſs ſubordination to others, ac- 
cording to our meaſure of underſtanding; 
perhaps this is one of them, and perhaps 
too, I who am, as it were, appointed to 
inſtruct and guide thoſe given to my 


eſſence of religion or the immediate connection be- 
tween God and man, there the authority of the 
church, as an authority of collective and better wiſ- 
dom than our own, ought to be obeyed for the be- 
nefit of the whole; but in the plain and fimple eſ- 
ſence of our faith which relates only to ourſelves, 
as it is a concern above human intereſt, ſo is it out 
of human reach, and muſt be left to the individual 
'reaſon of mankind. Herein conſiſts the plain and 
© reaſonable obedience required by the church of Eng- 
land; to carry it farther, is to aſſert the infallibility 
of the Pope, and to defend the deſpotiſm of the 
Kirk; to reduce it lower, is to loſe yourſelf in 
the mob of fanaticiſm ; without it, no general opi- 

nion can be maintained, = | 


charge, 
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charge, ought not to forbear delivering 
an opinion upon it. This I ſhall care- 
fully and impartially endeavour to per- 
form, and though I profeſs it to be an 
opinion of my own, yet, if it were poſ- 
ſible for you to be a judge of it, you 
would ſee that it 1s only the reſult of the 
opinions of others confirmed by experi- 
ence, matured by collective wiſdom, and 
perfected by ſucceſſive applications, 
which I gather together from different 
ſources, and colle& into one point of 
view as applicable to the ſubject we are 
diſcuſſing. ee 


& It 1s from hence TI demand with 
ſome boldneſs, that you would place a 
confidence in what I ſay. It is not on 
ne, on your poor prieur, no, it is not 


F 2 


even 
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even upon a great or a learned man 
that you are aſked to depend; but it is 
upon the nature of things, on the expe- 
rience of paſt time, and on the ſenti- 
ments of all mankind in all ages that 
you are required to rely. How different 
is this courage of modeſt confidence from 
the impudent raſhneſs of preſumpiuous 
vanity, which requires you to caſt off the 
aſſiſtance of your fathers, to reject the 
analogies of experience, to deſpiſe the 
reſult of continued practice, and to de- 
pend ſolely upon the unaſſiſted theories 
of pretended reaſon: while perſons hold- 
ing ſuch ideas would accuſe me of being 
ſhackled within the dark priſon of limi- 
ted ſuperſtition ; I may well conſider 
them as bewildered among the mazes of 


unintelligible metaphyſics. In a priſon 
we 
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we may yet be uſeful; in a priſon we 


{till may ſee objects diſtinctly, though 


they are but few, even in confinement 
our thoughts are free ; but what ſhall we 
ſay of a man loſt in ſome inextricable 
wilderneſs,” without a guide, without a 
compals, without a clue? Perplexed, 
heated, and diſordered, he wanders a 
miſerable outcaſt, unknowing and un- 
known, loſt to himſelf and loſt to all 
the world. 


«© Opinions that appeal to firſt princi- 


ples and begin with the dawn of reaſon, 


muſt be conſidered from the beginning, 


and though no ſuch ſtate as a ſtate of 
nature could ever exiſt in nature, ſtill 


with the ſchoolmen we muſt ſuppoſe it 
poſlible, and in the twilight of imagina- 
| 5 3 tion, 
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102' LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 

tion, trace out the earlieſt footſteps of 
ſociety. Societies were formed to ſup- 
ply the wants of mankind and to protect 
them from each other; in ſhort, to en- 
able them to perform the ends of Pro- 
vidence in their creation, which could 
not be done if they remained in a ſtate of 
nature. Society once formed, thoſe 
rights which are ſtrictly theirs from 
their birth, the ſecurity, freedom, and 
maintenance of their bodies, were pro- 
tected in the firſt place, and form the 
whole of what can in ſtrictneſs be called 
their natural rights; the reſt they de- 
rive entirely from ſociety. 


&© What a field does this idea open to 
our conſideration. How plain and ſim- 
ple are thoſe wants which would have 

4 fatis- 
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fatisfied mankind, had it been poſſible 
for us to have continued in our hollow 
trees feeding upon acorns, and left to 
range at large, without obedience to 


any other authority than our own will, 


in a ſtate 
fect liberty. 


ſome would call it, of per- 
the other hand, how 


many and how ſtrafige, how diverſified 


and peculiar, how unaccountable, and 
yet how dear are thoſe wants that have 


been created - ſolely by ſociety. The 


Gentoo dies without his rice. The Ita- 
lians overthrow their peace and their ſe- 


curity if there is a ſcarcity of fnow ; and 


an Indian prefers a red feather to the 
molt ſerious neceſſities that hunger can 


impoſe. Above all, what vaſt conſe- 


quences has the fingle inſtitution of pro- 


perty produced! How differently does 
14 | it 


WE - 


if 


— n 
r 1 4 q 


rr 


e 
Me a. & * 


ISR 


— . wuY \ 6 vs. ALES q 4 
4 o —— — = 
+ SY SERIES DS. - 2 


n 
1 Xi 2 
e bs ae 1 


— A. 
n 


n 


_— 8 > 
— 
WW 


1 


— — 
+ 


5 
2 N 


5 5 
ſy 4 — 
is 


104 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
it exiſt in different countries! how une- 
qual in all! What quiddities of law 
has it created, what refinements is it not 
capable of bearing, and to what ſtrange 
concluſions does it lead us? Theſe wants 
created as they are by ſociety, and often 
dearer to us than thoſe we inherit from 
nature, are like them, guarded by it, and 
in the end, contribute to the preſerva- 
tion of the ſociety that produces them. 
They are therefore ſubmitted with the 
greateſt juſtice to the judgement of each 
ſociety, how far and in what manner 
they ſhall exiſt, and to what degree they 
ſhall be preſerved. Where then is the 
wiſdom of reducing the taſtes of all 
mankind, however differing in manners, 
cuſtoms, climate, or fituation, to the 
ſame ſtandard of propriety, though it 

may 
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may appear to be the beſt in our eyes? 
To judge of what is ſtrange, by what is 


reaſonable, to make one out of many, to 


compare the diverſified and peculiar with 


a perfe& ſameneſs, to apply reaſon to 


what 1s unaccountable, and to make men 
ſacrifice what 1s dear to them, to what is 
good for them in the ſight of others, of 
men like themſelves ; will a ſyſtem ſuch 


as this contribute to the happineſs. of 


mankind, or is it not ſufficient to deny it 
without difproving it; do what you will; 
paſs what reſolutions. you may, O wiſe 


Philoſophers, I do not believe it, though 


a prieſt, becauſe it is —impoſſible.—“ 


The Prieur is ſuppoſed to allude to ſeveral 

late publications in France, which ſeem to incul- 
cate the practicability of driving folly and — 
dity o ut of the world. | 
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106 LINDOR AND ADELATDE.. 
4 A ſtate of ſociety being thus com- 
poſed of our natural and ſoeial rights, 
protects them by natural and ſocial 
means; in other words, by force and by 
opinion; for this purpoſe are govern- 
ments created, which neceſſarily imply 
reſtraint or a ſacrifice of part of the natu- 
ral free will of every individual, in order 
to ſecure to him the peaceful exerciſe of 
che remainder. T hey likewiſe imply, 
from an equal neceſſity, chat certain per- 
ſons or part of the ſociety ſhould have 
the power of exerciſing this reſtraint over 
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the reſt, for the very creation of govern- 
ment admits that the whole is too un- 
wieldly to govern itſelf. Hence nations 
have fallen under the dominion of kings. 
or ſenates ; for though it has often been 
| imagined, it never yet has happened in 
5 : practice, 
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practice, that a community has been able 


to veſt the power of government in the 
whole body. Thus the different forms 
of government have become important 


objects of conſideration for the welfare of 
mankind. Much has been ſaid and writ- 


ten as to their reſpective merits, but ge- 
nerally in this fallacious way, that the 
means have been miſtaken for the end ; 
and governments have been praiſed or 
cenſured, as being of poſitive value in 


themſelves, rather than as they ſhould be 


conſidered, a truſt with relation to the 
benefit of a particular people ſolely exiſt- 
ing for their welfare, and conſequently 
to be valued more or leſs, as they ſecure 
that welfare from foreign or domeſtic diſ- 
turbance. In this is the providence of 


the Almighty moſt conſpicuous ; for 
F6 how- 
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108 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 

however we may conſider governments 
when formed, or treating them as an ab- 
ſtract ſubject of diſquiſition, to be foun- 
ded on principles of ſpeculative propri- 
ety, yet, by ſurveying the actual ſtate of 
the different nations upon earth, we ſhall 


be obliged to acknowledge, that all go- 
vernments were formed originally by ac- 
cident, certainly without any known pre- 
meditation, and perfected by time and: 
by a gradual courſe of events, adapting 
themſelves to: the peculiar wants, cuſ- 
toms, and neceſſities of each. reſpective 
country. | 


« It is thus in our natural body, that 
the benign interference of Providence 
inclines the people of different climates, 
though influenced by the ſame taſte, and 

1 


* 
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chiefly to the uſe of thoſe foods that are 
adapted to their peculiar ſituation. In 
the body politic it is equally confpicuous. 


Thus in India, where the greateſt cala- 


mities are to be apprehended from foreign 


hoſtility, the kings are defpotic. Servi- 


| tude to their monarch is a leſs evil than 
flavery to a conqueror. How would the 
people of che Carnatic be protected, if 
the Nabob was obliged to convene a 
national aſſembly before he reſiſted the 


incurſions of Tippoo Saib? What would 
the Hottentots think if you propoſed re- 


forming them after an European model? 
Governments, therefore, muſt ſuit them- 


ſelves to the wants of the governed; it 


is they who are to be pleaſed, not a ſew 
ſpeculative philoſophers at Geneva. It 
2 8 were 


induced by the ſame feelings, to reſort 
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110 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 

were to be wiſhed, indeed, that all men 
were good and all nations civilized ; 
that our imperfection could ſublimate 


itſelf into the perfection of angels. When 


that happy period ſhall arrive, then all 


governments may be founded on the 


ſame general principles of independent 
right; but Providence has ordered it 
otherwiſe, and at preſent we muſt take 
men as they are, and govern them ac- 
cordingly. 


4 Governments thus formed from the 
manners and neceſſities of mank ind, have 
likewiſe a correſpondent influence over 
them in return, and for that reaſon, as 
well as from a defire of improvement, 


which in this, as in all things elſe, con- 


ſtitutes the beſt energy of human nature, 


every 
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every endeavour ſhould be uſed to make 


them better, as far as their exiſting nature 


and our greater neceſſities will permit. 
The end of government being peace, or, 
in other words, the unmoleſted enjoy- 
ment of that ſtate in which it has pleaſed 
God to place us, we, who are only the 
creatures of a moment, can hardly be juſ- 
tified in facrificing our preſent eaſe to fu- 
ture enjoyment, our own certain happi- 
neſs to the contingent happineſs of our 


poſterity, or live in a whirlwind of revo- 


lutions, that our children may baſk in the 
imaginary ſunſhine of perfection; ſun- 
ſhine without a ſhade. 


* Governments, however produced, 
are moſt certainly at all times ſupported, 
by the terror of actual force and by the 
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112 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 


influence of inviſible opinion ; the one 
is the reſult of our natural ſtrength, the 
other we derive from our ſocial imagina- 


tions. Force of itſelf muſt be deficient, 
for the many will always exceed the few 
in that, and as the wants of ſociety can 
hardly be ſupplied out of the fimple ſtock 


.of materials furniſhed by nature ; ſo on 
both theſe accounts, to ſupport and main- 


tain ſociety, the fictions of government 
maſt keep pace with its neceſſities. Theſe 


fictions, which we have already explai- 


ned, as derived entirely from ſociety, be- 


come uſeful in return to the government 


under which they exiſt, and protect the 
means that gratify and ſecure them- 
ſelves; both together, ſuſtaining that in- 
violable and ſacred opinion which is the 
ſtrength of every government, and with- 

= out 
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out which the ſtrongeſt would ſoon 


crumble into duſt. Thus the magiſ- 


trates of each country, from the King, 
whoſe head is loſt in the clouds, to the 
beadle that is hid under the ſand, are in 


their ſeveral degrees held ſacred among 


Ranks of fictitious honor 
are inſtituted ; degrees of ſubordination 
are formed, even dreſs furniſhes imagt- 
nary diſtinctions; religion is likewiſe cal - 
led in to the aſſiſtance of the civil magiſ- 
trate; property is ſtrictly maintained, 
and variouſly diffuſed. By all which, 
and other means of the ſame kind, the 


the people. 


body of the people are prevented from 
looking farther than from ſtep to ſtep; 
or from ſeeing the nakedneſs of govern- 


ment in its laſt reſort. Without theſe in- 


termediate degrees it would fink under 
its 
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114 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, 


its own weight, or become a pure deſpo- 
tiſm, where the whole difference conſiſts 
in the diſtance between one maſter and 


his ſlaves. 


© In ſubordination, therefore, and im- 
plicit obedience to the ſtate conſiſts the 
fecurity of a people; and as it is the 
greateſt calamity to be without a govern- 
ment, ſa it is the next degree in misfor- 
tune to have a weak one; ſtrong and 
powerful muſt be the motive to ſeek a 
better condition, by overturning that we 
have at preſent; eaſy and practicable, 
ought to be the means of doing it, not, I 
repeat it, that we ſhould forbear endea- 
vouring to. improve the government we 
have with every thing elſe we poſſeſs, 
but by no means at the hazard of loſing 

what 
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what we have got, or of falling into a 
worſe ; one of which events muſt cer- 
tainly happen, if we aim at a ſituation in- 
compatible with the nature of mankind ; 
and ſuch I ſhall prove this attempt now 
made in France to be, as well from the 


light of Dn as from the leflons of 


experience. 0890 Ienoving 2 


6 Theſe as ſtrong as they ap» 


pear from a review of the ſtate and con- 
dition of mankind, are ſtill farther 


ſtrengthened by the ſanctions of religion, 
and by that wifdom which erreth not; 


for till the adherents of this new revolu- 


tion openly throw off their allegiance to 


the divinity of Chriſt, I ſhall not refrain 


from adducing the evidence of the goſ- 


pel, as binding upon our minds, both 
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116 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 

from its divine original as well as its in- 
trinſic wiſdom. In what page of the holy 
goſpel will the fanatic of liberty ſhew me 
the ſmalleſt inſinuation, that men ſhould 
all be equal, that governments ſhould 
not be obeyed unleſs built upon certam 
principles ; that it is likely, or even poſ- 
ſible, that univerſal peace . ſhould be 
maintained under any government ſhort 
of a theocracy, and they will ſcarcely 
aſcribe the wiſdom of the Divinity to 
the counſels of a democracy, or do ſo 
with leſs abſurdity, than monarchs did 
when they armed themſelves with a right 
divine. Where is there the ſmalleſt 
trace of a recommendation to mankind to 
adopt one form as preferable to another? 
Would the Almighty wiſdom have ab- 
ſtained from affording ſuch new and im- 


portant 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 117 


portant light to the world, if it had been 


material or neceſſary as a rule of our con- 


duct? and yet how powerfully does the 


influence of government contribute to 
that conduct, and likewiſe to our happi- 


neſs, which is equivalent to our duty ! 


How different from this is the admoni- 


tion of the holy ſcripture ! that ſcripture 


which was promulgated at the very com- 


mencement of. a tyranny ; whoſe depra- 
vity and fatal conſequences have known 
no equal ! Hear what the divine Wiſdom 
ſays upon this ſubje&t—< Let every ſoul 
« be ſubject to the higher powers, for 


5 there is no power but of God; where- 


c fore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not 


only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
e ſake.” „Submit yourſelves to every 
« ordinance of man, for the Lord's ſake, 

«© whe- 
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118 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 


ce whether it be to the king as ſupreme, 
4 or unto governors, as unto them that 
< are ſent by him.“ Honour all men, 
love the brotherhood, fear God, ho- 


cc nour the king.” ** Render unto Cæſar 


the things that are Cæſar's. 


ee Thus does the bleſſed meekneſs 
of the chriſtian faith arm the hands of the 
magiſtrate with the thunderbolt of the 
Almighty, and unites the obligations of 
religion with the penalties of human 
laws, giving that real ſanctity to the go- 
vernment of ſociety, which was attempt- 
ed, though without effect, even by the 
blind and unaſſiſted reaſon of the ancient 
world. Wiſely does the goſpel abſtain 


from propoſing any particular mode of 
government as preferable to the reſt, 
but 
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but leaves them to be freely applied as 
the neceſſities of each particular people 
may direct; while it deems it ſufficient 
for the welfare of the world, to com- 
mand obedienceto all ; not that it forbids 
the redreſs of evils in a way conſiſtent 
with the law, nor the abuſe of law itſelf, 
when ſuch abuſes exiſt as are equivalent 
to its ſuſpenſion or ſubverſion. It pro- 
tects neither a Nero nor a Caligula. But 
while the laws are obſerved, whatever 


they may be, it forbids an actual endea- 


vour to overturn them, though it permits 
their amendment by. other means, ſub- 
ject to their exiſtence. In this, as in 


every other reſpect, the intrinſic reaſon 


of the Goſpel diſplays the divinity of 


its origin. 


Be- 
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Beſides the perfection attributed by theſe 
new reformers to their own ſpeculations 
in government, they boldly tell us, that 
the conſequence will be univerſal peace ; 


that nation will no longer war with na- 


tion; and that ſtrife will be extinguiſhed 
among men. The lion ſhall dandle the 


kid; the monarch of Savoy will cheriſh 


the weakneſs of Geneva : and humble 
France be the protectreſs of the impo- 
tent. What was not within the gueſs of 
ancient philoſophy ; what was not attain- 
able by the expreſs miſſion of our Savi- 
our, or to be accompliſhed by his Al- 
mighty Father, is reſerved for the united 
efforts of Monſieur Baillie and Monſieur 
de la Fayette. They give the word, 
and all 1s peace ! or agreeably to the 


motto of another ſuccesfu] incendiary, 


pax 
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pax quæritur bello, which may be inter- 
preted by them, in diſcord you will find 
tranquillity. Is peace within our reach ? 
And would it have been neglected by the 
God of peace, whole wiſdom paſſeth all 
underſtanding, and whoſe goodneſs 
knows no bounds ? It is ſaid, that all 
diviſions will be healed by it ; all miſery 

prevented, and every tear wiped from 
every eye. If | this had been in the power | 
of human inſtitution, would it not have 
been pointed out to us in ſome ſhape or 
other, as our duty, by the God of 
mercy 2 Whoever, therefore, gives cre- 


, dit to the wiſe prophets of the preſent 
# time, mult prefer the frippery of modern 
. philoſophy to the ſolid wiſdom of the 
Evangeliſts. Some have, indeed, at- 
tempted to account for this ſuppoſed ſi- 
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lence in the Goſpel on the ſubje& of our 
political duty, and have attributed it to 
the peculiar ſituation of the Jews at the 


time of our Saviour's appearance—Vain 


pretence ! that the Goſpel, which was in- 
tended to exiſt for ever, and to embrace 
the uttermoſt parts of the earth, thould be 
contracted in its diſpenſation by the 
Intereſts of a corner and of one genera- 
tion? To whom was it dangerous, to 
the Almighty ? to what, impracticable 
to Omnipotence ? Unwiſe to Omniſ- 


cience ? 


I will, however, do this juſtice to the 
maintainers of theſe new opinions, that 


they do not entirely appeal to vague ſpe- 


culation, but with leſs arrogance refer 


you to the actual example of a neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring country, which, they ſay, affords 
us a complete proof that a better form of 
government than our own is practicable, 
and that therefore we are juſtified in 
ſeeking a perfection which we ſee is at- 
tainable. That England is poſſeſſed of 
ſuch a bleſſing I am not proceedin gto 
deny; and yet if we appreciate its value 
by the effects it has produced, even this 


muſt be granted with ſome heſitation; 


that individuals are richer in that coun- 
try by trade, that they are ſafer indivi- 
dually from power than we have been, 


I am ready, likewiſe, to admit; but as a, 


nation, do not the great body of the peo- 
ple live as ſafely here as with them? Are 


there not fewer crimes committed among 
us? Are the ſame taxes to be found with 
us as with them? For a whole century, 

"Ws France 
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France has been diſturbed neither by in- 


ternal diviſions, nor by external invaſion; 
England has been ſubject to both, and 
more blood was ſhed in the ſingle rebel- 
lion of 1745, than upon all our ſcaffolds 


during the whole century. And though 


many individuals have been confined in 
priſon here with a view to prevent diſ- 


turbances, and many innocently; more 


have been puniſhed there with greater 


cruelty, and even more innocence when 
they have happened. The year of the late 

dreadful riots in that country 1s a me- 
| lancholy proof that a free government is 
not without its inconveniencies, its dan- 
gers and its injuſtice. The little finger of 
prerogative is not always heavier than the 
hundred arms. of Briareus. But I wall 
grant that favoured iſland to have a go- 
vernment 


in 
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vernment more likely to preſerve the hap- 
pineſs, and advance the proſperity of its 
ſubjects than ours was; yet I ſhall be able 


to ſhew that it is ſo from reaſons peculiar 


to itſelf, and upon principles diametri- 
cally oppoſite to thoſe now purſued by 
us, with an intention to emulate and ſur- 


paſs it. 


«© When we look into the ancient hiſ- 


_ tory of that country, we ſhall ſee abun- 


dant reafon even there to account for this 


happy fingularity, fo far back as the Nor- 


man conqueſt, in that moment of abſo- 
lute ſlavery was the ſeed of freedom ſe- 
curely laid, and long cheriſhed under the 
load that oppreſſed it. By this conqueſt 


a numerous band of foreign nobles were 


impoſed upon the people ; but though a 
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temporary tyranny was occaſioned by this 


violence, and though it attained the do- 
minion which property, terror, craft, and 
ſituation naturally afforded them, yet they 
wanted that intrinſic force which can 
only be derived from the habitual ſup- 
port and cuſtomary love of the people at 
large. They, from enmity to their new 
tyrants, looked with veneration upon 
their old laws and cuſtoms, in reviving 
which, the only hope of reſtoration to 
their original freedom conſiſted. Thus 
a continual ſtruggle exiſted between the 
barons and the people by whole colli- 
ſion the flame of liberty was kept alive 
during the dark ages of feudal barba- 


riſm. 


« England, bounded in extent, was 
likewiſe an entire kingdom, from. the 


x | ce.aarlieſt 


48 
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earlieſt time that can now be faithfully re- 


membered; and as the King's authority 


was equally ſpread over the whole, it was 


weak in each particular part. The great 
peers not poſſeſſing independent royalty 


as with us, but finding the power of the. 
crown too feeble to keep them in ſtrict 


obedience, maintained a ſteady oppoſi- 
tion againſt any act of their monarch's, 


that interfered with their own advan- 


tages. Thus the weakneſs of the king, 
and the independence of the barons, 
obliged them both to rely occaſionally 
upon the aſſiſtance of the people, whoſe 


influence increaſed with their impor- 


tance. Other cauſes contributed to the 


ſame end, particularly its inſular ſitua- 
tion, which never required that a great 
power ſhould be repoſed in the crown 
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128 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
to prevent foreign interference. Let me 
not conceal that the ſpirit and valour of 
the country alſo contributed to this ob- 
ject. Virtues, however unaccountable, 
which certainly have always been deemed 
pational, and as certainly are theirs. By 
theſe means the freedom of England has 
been preſerved, but this freedom was 


long rude and unſettled, ſometimes gains 
ing ſtrength, as during the civil wars be- 
tween the Houſes of York and Lancaftes 
for the ſucceſſion of the crown, and then 
loſing it again under the ſettled autho- 
rity of the Tudors. At length ut grew too 
big for reſtraint, and in the time of the 
Stuarts, broke forth with irreſiſtible 


violence. 


„ Principally to the unfortunate cala- 
mities that prevailed during that rebel- 
on, 
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lion, is the preſent ſtate of civil govern- 


ment in England to be attributed, merces 


profundo pulchrior extitit. The misfor- 
tunes of delufion prevailed, however, but 
for a ſhort time, and the ſtorm diſſipating, 
left a calm ſun-ſhine, that, like the ſun 


of Joſhua has ſtood ſtill while the ſervants 


of their Creator have been obeying his 
commands 1n purſuing the pleaſant paths 


of peace. The ſame ſentiments were 


then held in. that country as with us at 
preſent. Equality of rank produced an 
attempt at equality of property. The 
church eſtates were confiſcated for the 


publicuſe, and went into private channels. 


Monarchy was at firſt weakened, then 
aboliſhed. Philoſophy clad in arms, 


preached up univerſal peace. Religion 
in fetters, clamoured with toleration and 
G 5 inde- 
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independence. Confuſion at length con- 
founded itſelf. Human nature was una» 
able to bear the fineneſs of an atmo- 
ſphere in which it could not breathe, or 
act upon ſentiments too elevated for their 
underſtanding or their practice. What 
men feel they agree in; and the old go- 
vernment without alteration or condition 
was reſtored. The beautiful froſtwork 
of imaginary ſpeculation melted away be- 
fore the ſun beams of returning royalty, 
and was conſidered as a meteor to be re- 
membered only in the chronicles and al- 
manacks of old women; but, however, 
the immediate events, and the deſpicable 
inſtruments that produced them might be 
ſoon forgotten, yet the conſequences de- 
rived from them in the general expe- 


rience of the people were moſt ſalutary; 
for 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 131 


for twenty years indeed a ſtruggle conti- 


nued between law and liberty, words in- 
ſeparable in an Engliſh ear on one fide, 


and a loveof arbitrary power on the other. 


The paſt abuſe of freedom inclined a 


majority of the people to adhere. to the 


crown, and this majority, in return, in- 


duced the crown to preſume too much on 


its own ſtrength ; at length a weak and 


unhappy prince, invading the laws, the 
property, and the religion of his ſubjects, 
was driven from his throne : greater pro- 


vocation than this no nation ever ſuſ- 


tained, and none, even the moſt habitu- 


_ ated to ſlavery, could have endured it 


without reſiſtance. —A revolution was ac- 
compliſhed, but I will venture to fay, in 
a manner, and upon principles totally 
diſſimilar to ours: England complained 
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132 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
of the abuſe of the laws, and prevented it, 
by puniſhing him who had abuſed them ; 
we complain not of the abuſe, but of the 
uſe of our laws, and redreſs the evil by 
deſtroying the laws themſelves ;* ſuch 
principles the Engliſh had felr—ſuch 
principles they abandoned, and have un- 


happily relinquiſhed for us to take up. 


« The revolution, as it is called with 
them, amounted to no more than the 
change of one monarch and his family, 


for another, and even that change was 


* This might ſeem to be a concluſion againſt 
the good Prieur himſelf, if he did not likewiſe ſeem 
to take it for granted, that no poſſible proſpect of 
probable emendation can compenſate for the evils 
that muſt follow the total deſtruction of Law and 
Government. 


ſaid 
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{aid to be the conſequence of his o. 
abdication, not the reſult of any autho- 


rity or the effect of force. A declara- 
tion of rights was made, but not of 
ſuch as in the vague opinion of the peo- 
ple might be proper or conducive to 
their happineſs, but ſuch as had, accord- 
ing to the knowledge of learned men, 
exiſted in point of fact among them be- 
fore, with a very few indeed of any no- 
velty, and theſe were compoſed of ſuch 
as appeared from the experience of paſt 
abuſes to be neceſſary. In the mean 
time the laws were maintained in their 
utmoſt ſtrictneſs, and the reſiſtance that 


brought about this event, appeared in 


the eyes of mankind to be an exertion 
of legal authority; not an appeal to the 
laſt and deſperate reſource of an op- 
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preſſed people. Law and liberty went 


hand in hand, and mutually promoted 


each other, preſerving the uſe of the one, 
preventing. the abuſe of the other; and 
that enchanting iſland has continued 


ever ſince happy in the advantages of 


both; poſſeſſing almoſt all the ſtrength 


of the one, and experiencing very few 
of the weakneſſes that muſt be atten- 
dant on the other. 


6 France is, and always has been, in 
many material points different from Eng- 
land. In ancient times it was divided 
into ſeveral independent royalties, over 


which the king had no other dominion 


than that of a mere feudal ſuperiority, 


ſuch as the Emperor of Germany poſ- 
ſeſſes at this moment of right, at leaſt, 
8 Over 


* 
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over the different circles of that empire. 
By marriage, conqueſt, or intrigue, they 
all became centered, though ſome, in 
very late times, in the crown of France: 
their manners, cuſtoms, and laws, con- 
tinued to differ, though the perſons of their 
ſovereign were united in one. The 
whole country thus collected under one 
head was expoſed, from its open ſitua- 


tion, to the inroads of its neighbours, and 


by its ſize and opulence invited them to 


an attack; theſe reaſons rendered it ne- 


ceſſary for the King to be inveſted with 
extenſive authority as well keep to the diſ- 


cordant and diſtant provinces peaceably 
united, as to maintain the whole ſafe from 
the inroads of their powerful neighbours. 


The prerogative of our princes from theſe 


cauſes ſoon became ſufficiently great, 


and 
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136 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, - 
and though ſuſpended for a while by the 
ambitious intrigues of Spain, and by the 
differences produced amongſt us by reli- 
gion; it at length grew to be perma- 
nently abſolute, as it is called, under the 
auſpices of Louis the thirteenth, ſuſtained 


by the ſkilful and fortunate courage of 
his miniſter. 


We are now to conſider what was 
the government of France till within theſe 
three years; three little years are paſſed 
and not a wreck of it remains: whatever 
it was, good or bad, it had exiſted with- 
out any conſiderable fluctuation for more 
than an hundred years; a merit of no 
inconſiderable value, ſince alterations of 


government can never in themſelves 
bring any thing but misfortune to the 
7 body 


body of a people, and no leſs valuable 


as continuing thus unſhaken for a period 
of time, equal to that which is confi- 
dered as forming the golden ſeries of the 
Roman Empire, from Nerva to Antoni- 
nus. We have ſeen that the manners 
and cuſtoms of the people, ariſing out of 
their fituation, both internal and external, 
required that the government thus per- 
manent in duration, ſhould be ſtrong in 


power. A monarchy, and a monarchy 


of great ſtrength! for what elſe could 
have ſecured them from foreign inſult, 
furrounded as they are by hoſtile and 
ambitious enemies, or from domeſtic 
diſtraction, divided, as the country is, 
into different independent provinces, 
with different rights, laws, and cuſtoms, 
altogether compoſing one vaſt and un- 

wieldy 
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138 LIN DOR AND ADEEAIDE. 
wieldy empire. A ſtrong and powerful 
monarchy, ſuch as could alone protect 
them, happily for the people prevailed; 
otherwiſe France might have been diſ- 
membered into different parcels of Spa- 
niſh and German ſlavery, and all Eu- 
rope have felt the conſequences of its 
weakneſs. It is true that ſuch a power 
can never be maintained but at a great 
expence, and with great riſk of abuſe, 
and muſt be attended with. other conſe- 
quences. of a pernicious nature, all of 
which reſult from the confidence of ab- 
ſolute dominion: what this expence, 
what theſe abuſes, and what the. pernict- 
ous conſequences thus to be apprehend- 
ed have amounted to.in France, we ſhall 
proceed to conſider; but firſt, it will be. 
proper to ſtate the reſult of the whole as. 

collected. 
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collected from the experience of more 
than a century, a reſult that may be truly 
ſaid to conſiſt in the general happineſs, 

ſecurity, and eminence of the people. 


“ As to the effect of the French go- 
vernment on foreign nations, we can 
confidently affert, that though it may be 
imitated, it never can be exceeded ; its 
power kept pace with its ſtrength , and 
both together held the united efforts of 
the whole European world at an out- 
ſtretched diſtance, not to be bent or ap- 
proached. For the laſt century the cot- 
tages of France have been as ſecure from 
foreign attack as their caſtles, and nei- 
ther of them have been even inſulted ;* 


* This muſt be ſaid, with the ſingle exception 


of the attacks made by the Engliſh on the mari- 


time towns of France. It ſhould be remembered 
throughout, that it is a Frenchman who ſpeaks. 


while 
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while the terror of their own armies 
has ſpread fear and admiration over the 
face of the whole world. Security and 
glory followed our exertions wherever 
they were directed; and until this new 
philoſophy ſhall teach us to deſpiſe the va- 
lue of excelling others, we may ſtill deem 
the glory of ſucceſs in war to be a virtue 
worth purſuing, and ſecurity to be a 
bleſſing purchaſed by the incitements 
of glory. War had even loſt its 
cruelty, and its hardſhips, by that mild 
and benevolent moderation, which the 
courteous manners of poliſhed and arti- 
ficial life impoſed upon the ſavage reali- 
ties of contention, and which, when left 
to the ſolitary concluſion drawn for it 


from reaſon, conſiſts only in ultimate ſuc- 


ceſs or failure. The ſervices required 


by 
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by war thus moderated, fell to the ſhare 
of the nobles, and of thoſe who were ani- 
mated by a voluntary deſire of glory, 
To them it was an amuſement, while the 
peaceful retirement of the country was 
reached only by rumours of the diſtreſs 
that attends it. So happy was onee the 
condition of France, The expence at- 
tending the continuance of repeated wars 
cannot have been trifling, and muſt be 
conſidered as an evil of great magnitude ; 
yet during the whole period we have 
mentioned, few inſtances of complaint, 
either on the head of poverty or oppreſ- 
ſion, are to be found; and at the end of 
this period, there is, indeed, a debt to be 
diſcharged, but of an amount which no- 
thing leſs than the deranged condition of 


the kingdom could have made either 
| | alarming 
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alarming or oppreſſive. With reſpe&tothe 
internal government of France, few na- 


tions, if any, could boaſt of having one 


equal to it. The very name of police 
has been adopted in other countries, as 
expreſſing a ſecurity againſt civil offences, 
which they had not even a word to de- 
ſcribe, much leſs a power adequate to 
procure leſs popular criminality, ſurer 
means of prevention, or ſpeedier ones of 
puniſhing are no where to be found. 
The great body of the people were 
maintained 1n ſecurity and eaſe. The 
throne and the cottage mutually pro- 
tected each other; fo far at leaſt the 
power of the crown produced nothing 
but good ; beſides the miſeries of fre- 
quent wars, and the evils that flow alter- 
nately from the weakneſs or ſeverity of 
an odious government, effects generally 

attri- 
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attributed to moſt abſolute monarchies, it 
is likewiſe ſaid, that they throw a diſ- 
couragement upon the nobler motives, 
paſſions, and energies of mankind. That 
they make all virtue to conſiſt in obedi- 
ence to the prince, and exclude the idea 
of thoſe ſtrong tempations to honourable 
action, which abound in the emulation 
and equality of a republic. Circum- 
ſtances under the ſhade of which, the 
bays and the laurel grow up together, and 
interweave the proſperity and honor of 
the ſtate with the exertions and rewards 
of individuals; promoting the grandeur of 
the one, and exalting the qualities of the 
other, while they make the people as re- 
ſpectable for their knowledge in every 
art and ſcience, as they are feared from 
their collective power. Will it be ſaid that 

e France 
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F rance has been deficient in motives that 
have produced the ſame or even a better 
effect? In what republic will you find 
more learning, more active virtue, more 
ſcience, greater exertion or even more pub- 
hc zeal? It exceeds all example in paſt 
times, and it at leaſt equals any in the pre- 
ſent. Our poets, our men of ſcience, our 
orators, our hiſtorians, our warriors , are 
well known and are read or heard of every 
where; nor ſhall we want the glory of 
true patriotiſm, while the names of Sully, 
Colbert, or Fleury, are remembered; 
names how honoured once! Upon the 
whole, can it be denied that this odo 
government, with all its imperfections, 
was at leaſt the ſecond in excellency known 
to the preſent time, and infinitely better 
than any that hiſtory can furniſh us with? 


The 


D 


WIL 
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The nation thus ſecured from the enmity 


of ſtrangers, and from the injuries of 


each other by means of a government, 
whoſe praiſe has been proclaimed for 
centuries, and enrolled in the large fair 
characters of the ſubjects enjoyment and 
experience, where are we to look for the' 
abuſes? 


ce The abuſes are charged upon the 
government itſelf; abuſes there certainly 
were, and what government is without 
chem? They are of human inſtitution, 
and partake of the imperfection of hu- 
manity. Theſe abuſes are ſaid to con- 


_ liſt in the government's being abſolute, 


and in the means required- to ſupport 
it; namely, an inordinate power in the 
H | nobles, 
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nobles, their exemption from certain 
taxes, and the reſtraints impoſed on the 
liberty of the people. Penſions granted. 
without bounds, and without diſcrimi- 
nation.; the expences of the ſovereign 
and his family; the intolerance and 
riches of the church; laſtly, the corrupt 
and unequal adminiſtration of juſtice. 
Great are the charges made againſt- the 


laws of the country, but let us always 
recolle& they are againſt the laws, not 
the abuſe of them. Louis the Six- 
teenth has increaſed no power, violated 
no rights, protected no abuſes. He is 
not the Pander of a Madame de Barre, 
nor the ſlave of a Pompadour ; what- 
ever he has done, the laws have permitted 
and required, inſomuch that there never 
was a period in the whole French hiſtory 
I ſo 
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ſo completely free from real complaint, ; 


a8 che preſent æra . refor- 
mation. 


* The government of France, it 
muſt be admitted, was what is called 
abſolute, and I have ſhewn that this was 
required from the ſituation and neceſſi- 
ties of the country ; I may likewiſe add, 
from the nature of the people, and the 
ſpirit of their laws. Though abſolute, 
it was not deſpotic : : it could exerciſe 
at diſcretion the powers uſually exerci- 
ſed by its princes, but it could create no 
new one. There was, indeed, no actual 
check to prevent that or any other abuſe 
by a courſe of legal proceeding ; but 
| the moderate manners of the people, the 
wiſdom and honour of the nobles, and 

H2 the 
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the publicity of every proceeding, all 
kept the monarch in awe of an exerciſe 
of power unknown to the form of go- 


vernment. The parliaments, likewiſe, 


were permanent bodies, who, among 


other rights, beſides thoſe which are ju- 


dicial, poſſeſſed that of repreſentation 
againſt any ſuppoſed grievance. An 

authority which ſupplied the want of a 

free preſs, and afforded the means of uni- 
ted oppoſition among the people with 
more effect, than if accompanied by the 
ſtrongeſt ſanctions. However produced, 
we well know that in point of fact, the 
conduct of the crown was reſtrained, and 
that there were laws and limits which the 
power of the monarch could neither ex- 
ceed nor overturn, The Salique law is 


a memorable inſtance of the one, and 
the 
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the occaſion that called for the preſent 
National Aſſembly, an equal proof of 
the other. 


& It will be ſaid, perhaps, that a 
check of this ſort, conſiſting in the opi- 
nion of the people, may change with. it, 
and will continue no longer than while 
they continue to be animated with ſenti- 
ments of virtue and courage. That it 
exiſts to a ſubſtantial purpoſe at preſent, 
preſent events have ſhewn ; and reaſon 
will tell us, while theſe two qualities do 
exiſt, they cannot be long abuſed with 
impunity ; and when they do not, for 
which I fear, notwithſtanding the predic- 
tions of modern philoſophy, a time muſt 
come, then the ſame reaſon will tell us, 
that it matters not what government they 
ä have, 
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have, the ſtrongeſt will be the beſt, ſee 
ing that of all evils, a free government 
in the hands of a corrupted people is the 
worſt, | 


« An abſolute monarchy thus quali- 
fied, being neceſſary upon principle, and 
beneficial upon experience, for France, 
the eſtabliſhment of a body of nobility 
ſeems to be granted with it; for of all 
the means to ſupport this power, that is 
leaſt oppreſſive to the people, when un- 
der proper reſtrictions, is ſuch an inſtitu- 
tion, not independent of government as 
in Poland, or like the Janiſſaries, ſlaves 
to the Sultan. Poſſeſſed of property, 
and honoured with titles, having real and 


fictitious ſtrength, they maintain a real 
. and imaginary ſubordination : they ſtand 


be- 
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between the King and his ſubjects, pro- 
tecting them againſt each other, and 
both againſt foreign enemies. In order 


to enable them to do ſo, their ſtrength 
muſt be ſupported by the ſtate in ſuch a 


manner as is compatible with the due ex- 


ecution of the general object. The 
management of war, and the elevation of 
their rank, are diſtinctions that ennoble 
the individuals without endangering the 
people, An exemption from ſome part 
of taxation follows, as another means of 


ſupporting and recompenſing the nobi- 


lity, not with a view ſolely to their own 
particular advantage, but for the ſake of 
the public, on whoſe account ſuch an eſ- 
tabliſhment is created , and mult be main- 
tained. This is the theory of the French 


n ; what has been their practice? 


H 4 Their 
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Their loyal enthuſiaſm to the King has 
long been known; their attention to 
the intereſts of the people has frequently 
been exerted, though ſeldom called for, 
and their utility to both in the noble 
ſtand they have made againſt the ene- 
mies of their country, inflamed. by a 
ſenſe of modern honour and ancient chi- 
valry, has for centuries exalted the cha- 
racter of their nation. The loſſes they 
have ſuffered both now and formerly; 
the deaths that their families record and 
lament ; the ſacrifice of caſe and afflu- 
ence that is made by them both in peace 
and war, and the conſtant expence they 
are at in preparing themſelves and their 
family for military ſe rvice, are ſuch as 
would alone demand conſiderable com- 
penſation, even if the ne ceſſities of the 


2 public 
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public did not make their maintenance 
upon public principles indiſpenſable, 
And it may well be queſtioned, whether 
the exoneration of the nobles from part 
of the taxes was not in a pecuniary ſenſe 
a greater ſaving to the people than ſince 
the exemption has been aboliſhed, and 
the public 1s obliged to hire mercenaries 

for its protectors; men who have nothing 
in their thoughts or expectations but 
pay ; e 


« Lettres de Cachet, and the prodiga- 
lity of penſions, are two grievances that 
fall under this head, and muſt be juſti- 
fied, if they can be ſo at all, by the ſup- 
port which they give to the ſecurity of a 
ſtrong monarchy, and its principal de- 
pendence, an honourable nobility. | 

H 5 tc Im- 
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e Impriſonment at the will of the 
prince and his miniſters 1s, indeed, a very 


obnoxious idea, and becomes the more 
ſo, as it is a known though a circumſcri- 
bed evil ; while thoſe which it is meant 
to prevent, the irregularities of the am- 
bitious and turbulent, though infinitely 
more pernicious, yet being, till they hap- 
pen, unknown and only exiſting in ap- 
prehenſion, are for that cauſe leſs obvious 
to mankind, and proceeding from a 
moral not a phyſical neceſſity, fall upon 
us with unexpected ruin. This power 
of impriſonment muſt be conſidered wit 
reference to che ſtate in which it exiſts. 


It exiſted in France for a double pur- 


| poſe; the one to maintain the nobility 


againſt the degradation of their order by 
the irregularities of the individuals com- 


_ poling 
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poſing it; the other to prevent the diſ- 


turbance of government among the maſs. 


of a great empire, containing 200, 000 


men in arms, and twenty-four millions 


of inhabitants, expoſed in their ſituation, 
as we have before deſcribed them. 


cc In free countries, as for inſtance, in 
England, regulated as it is by perfect or- 
der and well eſtabliſhed laws, this power 
may, perhaps, be unneceſſary; yet it is well 
known, that till within theſe thirty years, 
a ſort of qualified practice of this nature 
had long prevailed there, even againſt 


law; and had it continued, many conſi- 


derable evils that have happened ſince 


might have been prevented : but whe- 
ther the ſecurity of the individual is pre- 
ferable there to the ſecurity of the go- 
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vernment, or whether both are compa- 
tible with each other, is a queſtion for 
that country to determine. That they 
were not ſo in this country the very doubt: 
in that, is ſufficient to illuſtrate. 


6% have ſaid, that this evil is cir- 
cumſcribed, and who will deny it? be- 
ſides the reſtraint impoſed upon it by 


public opinion, which operates more 


ſtrongly upon this point than upon any 
other, how is it poſſible for the malice 
or tyranny of a prince not to limit itſelf 
in a gratification that weakens his autho- 


rity, and can only be excited by ſome 


private motive? Even if it ſhould be 
proved that the malice of a miniſter, or 
the reſentment of a miſtreſs, has perſe- 
cuted the innocent, are not ſuch miſ- 


chiefs 
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chiefs to be thrown into the liſt of acci- 
dents that fleſh is heir to, both from na- 
ture and ſociety? or are they to be talked 
of ſeriouſly, when compared to the 
chance, however diſtant, of involving 
the ſafety of the whole? — The Baſtille 
has been thrown open; its ſecrets and 
its caverns have been laid bare to the 
eye of malignant curioſity. It appears 
that their inhabitants were far from nu- 
merous, that their confinement was mild 
or ſevere according to the offence; that 
they were impriſoned only for ſtated pe- 
riods in moſt caſes, and that very many 
were ſent there at the deſire of their own 
parents and families. Above all, it ap- 
pears that nearly the whole weight of this 

dreadtul evil fell ſolely upon the odious 
nobles 
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nobles and upon perſons reſident near the 
court. Of all the hideous tales that the 
imagination uſed to form, under the 
concealed freemaſonry of the Baſtille, 
one only has been publiſhed in a manner 
to attract much obſervation; and we may 
therefore conclude, that itis ſingled outfor 
marks of cruelty and injuſtice that could 
not be exceeded. The perſon confined 
has given his own account, and by that 
let him be judged; from whence the 
world will colle& a memorable proof, 
that the diſcipline of the Baſtille was not 
always miſapplied. In his youth, he, an 
unknown individual, enters into a corre- 
ſpondence with the King's miſtreſs, a per- 
ſon almoſt known to the law, and cer- 
tainly of importance to the government. 
This 
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This correſpondence, though of analarm- 
ing nature, is deſpiſed, and he for pre- 
ſumption, that without a motive amounts 
almoſt to political madneſs, 1s confined. 
His impriſonment is mild, he is allowed 
many indulgences, one of which he per- 
verts to the groſs abuſe of his ſovereign's 


perſon ; * theſe indulgences are therefore 
removed. How long he would have 


been confined, his eſcape prevents us 
from knowing: he is retaken ; he eſcapes 
again, and is again retaken. Notwith- 
ſtanding his conduct ſhewed him to be a 
man who was not to be reſtrained by laws 
or priſons, yet he was at length diſcharg- 
ed, and ſupported by means of the crown 
itſelf, For ſome madneſſes a mad-houſe 


* Vide Mr. La Tude's Memoirs. 
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is the proper priſon ; for a political mad- 
neſs, a priſon is the only mad-houſe. 


* The penfions, as a branch of which 
we may conſider the expences of the 


Royal Family, are the next article of 


grievance ; of both a very accurate ac- 


count has been publiſhed by the enemies 


of both. 


« As to the firſt, it never has been de- 
nied that the public expence of reward- 
ing private merit is a public gain. Keep- 
ing always in our mind, that. theſe cir- 
cumſtances are to be conſidered as refer- 
able to this particular kingdom ; who 
is there that will fay, the nobles ought 
not to be aſſiſted, or, at leaſt, that part of 
them, whoſe hereditary eſlates have been 

| impaired 
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impaired by the alteration of property; 
or who are retained amidſt the expences 


of the court, as ſplendid appendages to 
the throne? This is one head of the 


penſions. Another relates to thoſe who | 


have, paſſed; through: the great offices, of 
fate, and to the general officers in the 
army and navy. In France, where the 
ſupport of monarchy, is the great princi- 
ple of action, it is different from Eng- 


land, and other mixed or democratical 


governments. There individuals have 
opportunities of forcing their own con- 
duct into notice ; have both means and 
_ motives in their own ſtruggles and in- 
tereſt, for diſplaying and forming their 
talents in public buſineſs; out of this 
emulation ſprings one of the moſt uſeful 

effects of a free government. Here 


there 
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'there was no ſchool for encouraging or 


diſplaying merit but the king's, and 


thus, ever fince the monarchy took a 


fettled form, a number of young people, 


both civil and military, have been edu- 


cated in public offices at the public ex- 
pence, of which the liſt of penſions wi will 
give you ſufficient proof, riſing as it does 
in a gradual proportion from early encou- 


agement to later remuneration. 


60 The conſequence of "this ſyſtem is 
feen in the talents and knowledge of our 


miniſters; from whence it will appear that 


the inactive torpor of a monarchy has 
been ſupplied with all the energy and 
ability of a republic. That there have 
been many abuſes in the application of 
theſe penſions, I do not doubt; but an 

abuſe 
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abuſe of that kind can hardly be avoided 
under any government; and if the pen- 


ſion liſts of France and England were to 
be compared, I queſtion whether the 
abuſes that exiſt in the one are propor- 
tionally leſs than thoſe which exiſt in the 
other. Ido not mention this as juſtify- 
ing one abuſe by another, but as proving, 
that under the beſt government the 


world has ever known, ſuch abuſes muſt 


and will be found. As to the expence 


of the Royal family, it will ſcarcely be 


* 'This aſſertion, if we conſider the relative fize 
of the two countries, and the different ſpirit of 


their governments, is far from being ill founded; 


eſpecially when we throw into the account the 
numerous finecure places that exiſt in England, 
which even in their reduced ſtate, are ſome of them 
of higher value than the largeſt penſions ſaid to 
have been given in France, I need not add, that 


the penſion liſt of Ireland is likewiſe included in this. 


calculation, | 
deemed 
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0 


deemed an evil of magnitude, even by 


thoſe who object to it at all. A great mo- 
narch ſhould ſtand high in the opinion 
of his own people and of ſtrangers. His 


family ſhould likewiſe be exalted. The 


expence requiſite for this purpoſe is com- 
-paratively ſmall, with the benefit derived 


from it; and though taken from the 


people, returns to them again, and has 
given riſe to thoſe numerous fictions of 
faſhion, from which the commerce” of 
France has derived ſuch extenſive advan- 
tages. It has often been ſaid, that pri- 
vate vices are public benefits: I do 


not adopt that maxim; but ſurely, if 


the expence of our court was a loſs, it 


was likewiſe a gain; it drew upon us the 
attention and imitation of Europe; it 
ſent our manufactures, with our language 

N A 
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and cuſtoms, over the whole world : and 


it collected together in the metropolis of 
our country, ſtrangers from all extremi- 


ties of the globe. 


The riches and intolerance of the 
church are the next evil. To expatiate 
upon this head might well become me 
who have no riches to defend, but I ab- 


ſtain from a diſquiſition too extenſive for 


our preſent purpoſe. As property 1s the 


creature of our imagination, why is not 


the appointment of the church full as juſt 


2 title as the inheritance of birth? Is. 
there not as much chance, at leaſt, that a 


biſhopric ſhould be given to a good and 
a wiſe man, as that a wiſe and a good 
man ſhould be the ſon of a rich one ? 


Is not the corn that grows in the field 
of 
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of an eccleſiaſtic as much corn as that 
which grows in the field of a layman ? 
Do not they reap alike? And in what 
does the difference conſiſt ? It conſiſts in 
this; it is the property of another. 


- <© The inequality and corrupt admi- 
niſtration of the law is the laſt and the 
greateſt complaint. In this I moſt cor- 
dially unite with thoſe who complain. 
Many are the evils which ſometimes 
pollute and ſometimes divert the cur- 
rent of juſtice in this country, that now 
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ſwell it into a torrent, and now leave its 

channel dry and exhauſted. In a fair 

and equal diſtribution of juſtice conſiſts 

the true ſecurity of a nation, What its 

government may be matters little, when 

contraſted with the certainty and equality 
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ofthe law. That our ſeats of judgment were 
bought and ſold; that our judges were ſo- 
licited and warpedi in their opinions by flat- 
tery and preſents ; that the proceedings of 
criminal juſtice were too ſecret, and lodg- 
ed in diſtricts and judges, little capable 
of executing their truſt with judgment or 
courage, are facts that I mean not to 
diſpute. & x hey were ſeverely felt, and | 
had long been pointed out as evils that 


calied loudly for redreſs, 


© The time was favourable, and had 
the moderation of the people kept with- 
in the bounds of well-founded complaint, 


| theſe evils muſt and wou ld have been re- 


drefſed, and redreſſed too in peaceable ſub- 
ſerviency to the good government of the 
kingdom : the advantage would not have 

been 
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been confined tothe law; the government 


itſelf would have beenſtrengthened by the 
alteration, and all that was practicable 


with reſpect to the amendment of the 


ſtate might have been accompliſhed. In 


this opinion I am confirmed, as well by 


the miſeries we are now ſuſtaining in the 
attempt we have made to arrive at more, 
as by the authority of enlightened 
ſtrangers, who have long ſince pointed 
out the reformation of our parliaments, 
as affording the only proſpect of remedy- 
ing the defects of our Judicial proceed- 
ings, and at the ſame time adding a new 
reſtraint upon the abuſes of government, 
conſiſtently with the due exiſtence of its 
authority. 


The defects of the government, not 


the abuſe of its execution, are therefore 


the 
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the pretence upon which the public 


peace has been diſturbed. But as an at- 


tempt to amend exiſting laws is awk- 
wardly preceded by overturning the law 


itſelf; and as ſuppoſed inconvenien- 
cies have ſeldom been deemed a ſuffi- 
cient ground for ſubverting a ſettled go- 


vernment, reſort has been had to other, 
new, and hitherto unheard-of arguments. 


It has been ſaid, that this government 


was an injury to human nature; that it 
made men who were by birth equal—by 
{ſociety unequal; that it impoſed reſtraints 
upon the liberty of mankind, and opened 


a door for abuſes from every quarter; 


charges that may be made againſt all go- 
vernments in 2 greater or leſſer degree, 


however perfect. 
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TIE Acting thus upon facts that are true 
in themſelves, but falſe in their applica- 
tion; charging the government with 
abuſes which no government is without ; 
it became them to attempt the eſtabliſh- 
ment of one which ſhould be without ble- 
miſh, and without a rival ; we may add, 
for that reaſon, without a poſſibility of 
ſucceſs. An end ſo impracticable was 
to be accompliſhed, by means equally 
impracticable. The viſionary idea of 
perfection was to be accompliſhed by an 
appeal to the wild opinions of the people; 
and a new conſtitution was to be formed 
at the point of the bayonet ; and to be 
matured by the wiſe deliberations of 


twelve hundred perſons, never known 
to each other before, unuſed to conſider 
ſubjects 


LINDOR AND ADELAiDE. 1 
ſubjects of that kind, and moſt of whom 
were diſaffected or ignorant. 


Their conduct has proved them 
worthy of ſuch an employment, and has, 
at leaſt, equalled the folly of their object; 
that object is univerſal perfection, to be 
attained univerſally by univerſal wiſdom 
and univerſal virtue ; the conſequence is 
to be univerſal happineſs, and univerſal 
peace. The means uſed to bring this 
about /are new, and unleſs adopted by 
ſuch perfect prudence, would hardly be 
deemed capable of ſucceeding. The 
great body of the people are called into 
action; their laws, their cuſtoms, their 
1deas, nay, their very names, are torn 
from them with their government; and 
they are left in the nakedneſs of nature, 


14 10 
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to wander over a new wilderneſs of 
thought, and to pick up here and there 
ſuch rude ideas as correſpond with their 
regenerated perfection. They deſtroy the 
coercion of law, and the reſtraint of opi- 
nion; they ſtrip religion of its human 
aſhſtance, and put its divine original to 
the teſt; they tear up the experience of 
hiſtory, and like a ſeditious incendiary 
of another country,* deſtroy, not indeed 
the records of proceedings, as he propo- 
ſed, but all the records that contain all the 
wiſdom, the reflections, the morals, and 
the conduct of paſt time. They make 
virtue vice, and vice virtue. No French- 
man can read the hiſtory of his country 


* The editor is doubtful whether the prieur means 
Jack Cade, or Sir Henry Vane by this reflection. 


without 
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without bluſhing ; he will there find alle- 
giance a virtue, and rebellion a crime. 
The white feathers of Henri Quatre will 
no longer lead the gallant youth forward 
into the paths of glory; the eye will no 


longer gliſten at the tender ſcenes of 


friendſhip and allegiance, which united 


the ſtern and inflexible ſoul of the ſtateſ- 


man with the warm and generous ſpirit 
of the monarch ! The libraries of France, 
like that of Alexandria, muſt be burned, 


| with this difference, that ignorant philoſo- 
by will do for ourſelves what ſavage bar- 


bariſm did for its afflicted enemies. Thoſe 


intereſting anecdotes which extended the 


amuſements of one generation to ano- 
ther, and enlivened the country with 


hereditary pleaſure, will be read with 
pain or pride, by their eſtranged and pu- 


. ſillanimous 
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fillanimous deſcendants. The actions 
we delighted to hear, the thoughts we 
prided ourſelves in thinking, muſt vary 
with our taſte and our opinions. What 


 fhall fill up this vacancy of thought? 


What ſhall ſupport this new generation, 
that ſet the wiſdom of their forefathers at 
nought, and begin the world anew ? 
The wife reſolves of the National Aſſem- 
bly, the virtue and conſiſtency of Vol- 
taire, the ſobriety and reaſonableneſs of 
Rouſſeau ? The French, a nation of phi- 
loſophers ! who would have dreamt it? 
The King ſhall bea citizen, and the citi- 
zens kings—all ſhall be philoſophers! * 
Such 


One ſhould have thought that the recent me- 
mory of the late King of Pruſſia, and of Monſieur de 


Voltaire, might have taught mankind the true value 
| of 
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Such are the ſplendid offers of this new 
revolution of excellence ; this explo- 
ſion of wiſdom, this earth-born gift of 
heavenly attributes !—At what price is it 
obtained ? For philoſophy you barter 
peace ; for liberty you give up ſecurity, 
and content with the rights that belong 


to the imagination, forget thoſe that you 


feel and underſtand. Caſt up the ac- 
count, and you will find reality ſacrificed 
to a name—a name, did I ſay ? In what 
dictionary, in what language, in what 
country, in what hiſtory ſhall I find it? 


of a philoſopher King, andof a citizen philoſopher ; | 
the one delighted in war—the other did not ceaſe to 
be a man; yet both were fully poſſeſſed of the 
principles, that are now held forth, as a new guide 
to the world, and profeſſed to act up to them, im a 
degree which I apprehend will ſcarcely be equalled 
by many of their imitators, 


Es - - "mam 
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The king is degraded—the nobles 


are extirpated the people are maddened, 


and have loſt themſelves. Who are the 
gainers? The turbulent, the ſeditious, 


the profligate, and the diſcontented. 


They have gathered to themſelves from 


every fide the powers of thoſe that have 


loſt them, and have formed a govern- 
ment, whoſe novelty, confuſion, and 
obſcurity, altogether produce that uncer- 
tainty, which of itſelf has ever been con- 
fidered by all wiſe men, as filling up the 
meaſure of a nation's 's misfortunes. 


« Here let me pauſe : What is thus 
formed of inconſiſtent materials, can ne- 
ver be permanent ! The world is too old 
to be new born, and the frolics of its 
youthful age will ſoon ſubſide into the 

calm- 
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calmneſs. that becomes it. A venerable 
prieſt of our church ſpeaking upon one 
ſubject is thus prophetic for another: 
Omnis hæreſis cum ad atheiſmum delapſa eſt 
per ſapientem prophetam in veritatis viam 
reducitur. Habent enim hæreſes periodos ſuos 
ad modum rerum publicarum ; que a regi- 
bus in tyraunidem a tyrannide in ſtatum opti- 
matium et inde in oligarchiam atque tandein in 
democratiam et in fine rurſus in flatum re- 
gium revolvuntur. Let us all unite to 
watch the moment of its overthrow, for 
if overthrown with prudence, this ſpirit of 
improvement properly reſtrained, may 
ſtill be uſeful, and may correct in ſome 
degree the abuſes that formerly exiſted, 
without introducing greater of its own. 


In this attempt may we be of one mind; 


bs and 
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and in this wiſh. let all the people * 
Amen!“ 


While the prieur was delivering this: 
long diſcourſe, his congregation were dif- 
ferently agitated, though equally atten- 
tive. Maricour, whole opinion, or ra- 
ther whoſe feeling on the ſubject, was 
already fixed, admired the whole, though 
ſhe underſtood but little of it, and fre- 

gently interrupted him with her praiſes. 
and exclamations. Adelaide ſympa- 
thiſed with her grandmother, and being 
able from her natural good ſenſe to un- 
derſtand the main principles of the diſ- 
courſe, returned a more pleaſing, becauſe 
more rational reward, than the warmeſt 


compliments. She frequently looked at 
Lindor, when thoſe paſſages were uttered 
that 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 179 


that ſeemed to refle& moſt upon his ſen- 
timents, ſometimes with grave compo- 
ſure, but generally with a ſmile that 


beamed with confidence and eſteem. 


Lindor felt the greateſt part of what was 
delivered. It fell upon a brave and a ſuſ- 
ceptible, not to ſay, an impatient mind. 
Hence he was hurried on with impetu- 


ofity to approve what he heard, and to aſ- 


ſert what he approved ; but habit had 


got poſſeſſion of his thoughts, and though 
eaſily repelled, it as eaſily returned; and 


the attachment he bore to his father, ſtill 
retained his mind in this fluctuating ſtate. 
Maricour with extreme impatience to 
deliver her opinion followed the prieſt : 


«© The ſubje& ſpoke for itſelf,” ex- 
claimed the old woman; „you never 
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« ſucceeded better in any of your fer- 


© mons; no, not in that when the whole 


&« village followed with their tears the 
ce body of our dear Marquis's grandfa- 
te ther; when you rouzed them with an 
& account of his actions in the war, and 
ce melted them into pity at the recollec- 
ce tion of his tenderneſs to their wives and 
children. — Oh! thoſe were times. to 


live in; then we enjoyed that peace 


you have talked of fo much; then 
« we were always cheerful and good hu- 


* moured ; our diviſions were innocent, 


« and ſoon healed. My ſon carried the 
„ coronet; how he was envied by the 


« reſt! How fincere and manly was his 


« ſorrow ! but he was of a brave and 
« faithful temper.” a 


« re- 
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© I remember very well the day when 

6 was married; far off as it is, I ſhall 
e never forget it. Many parts of your 

diſcourſe reminded me of what paſſed 
c then. How did my young heart flut- 
« ter, and my whole frame ſhake with 
{« pleaſure, when the good Marquis of 
* that time and his family ſmiled out of 
« their windows as we paſfed to the 
© church, followed by our friends, and 
they were all the village. At the 
« dance they were again preſent, and ad- 
ee ded a new ſpirit to our innocent happi- 
« neſs. At night, when all was huſhed, 
ce when our mutual anxieties were ba- 
« niſhed, and our lives were for ever 
«© united, among all the ſweet diſcourſe 
« that lulled us in inexpreſſible delight, 
«© how charmingly did the idea of our 

„Marquis, 


. 
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« Marquis, countenancing and protect- 
ee ing our happineſs, preſent itſelf to our 
6 minds! How ſecure did we feel in the 
ec certainty that our children would be 
cc ſafe under his care, whatever became 
* of us ! and how did we long, even with 
cc the daylight, to begin our ſatisfaction 


* by rendering him the faithfulleſt offices 


&« of attention! Nor was the wiſh in vain, 
« My ſon lived to be a zealous and faith- 
« ful ſervant of the family: he died as 
7 he lived, near his maſter. I ſhall ne- 


ver forget how often he has told us, 
© thatwhen wounded in the field of bat- 


6 tle, and expecting death at every mo- 
© ment, his maſter forſook him not, but 


cc preſerved his life at the hazard of his 


* own. Where will ſuch friendſhip be 
found now-a-davs? If the ſervant is 
faithful 
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« faithful only from neceſſity, the maſter 
6e will be kind only while the ſame ne- 
c ceſſity continues. Love and affection 
will be wanting to both, where intereſt 
« js all in all; we had no pariſh meetings, 
“no committees, and no officers. We 
* made no refolutions and affociations.: 
« we met onlyonly to laugh; we reſolved 
only to be happy. Contented in the 
* dominion of our fields and beaſts, and 


« ſecure in ourſelves, we left to others 


e the . of armies and the go- 


c yernment of the nation. Our little 


&« diſſentions and bickerings went down 


ec with the ſun, and we aroſe the next 
e morning with calm and unruffled ſpi- 
&« rits. We had no ſubject of diſpute that 
could laſt above a day or two; not 
4 one that will laſt both for our lives and 


«© the 
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cc the lives of our children without con- 
« tributing to the happineſs of either; 
« for how ſhall I be happier, and how 
« will Adelaide be happier, or how will 
4 you, Lindor, be happier? Have we not 
& what we want? A comfortable houſe, 
«© a competent proviſion, ſecurity againſt 
ce enemies, or diſtufbance, and a con- 
« tented mind ? But now the ſpirit of 
* diſcord is abroad, who will promiſe 
« me, that they who take away the caſtle 
«© may not take away the cottage ? How 
c are our proviſions to be ſecured while 
ce the huſbandmen are ſowing troubles 
c inſtead of corn? Are diſturbances. to 
« be avoided when every man is let do 
“eas he pleaſes ; and under ſuch circum- 
&« ſtances, or the ſuſpicion of them, can 
we be contented? While we were 
« cheerful, 


* 2 
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e cheerful, Iam ſure we were right; now 
ee are brooding and diſcontented, I am 
« ſure we are wrong. My whole life 
« has marked it in others as well as my- 
« ſelf, Determine therefore, Lindor, 
« to forſake the ways of miſery, and re- 
* turn to our pleaſant paths of cheerful- 
«© nefs. Believe an old woman, peace 
e once loſt is not eaſily recovered.” 


Adelaide and Lindor continued fi- 
lent, looking at each other, till at length 
a tear ſtarted from her eye, and trickled 
down her cheek, for which, perhaps, 
ſhe could give no reaſon, and we no 
better, than that ſhe reflected with vexa- 
tion on the imaginary difficulties that 
perplexed their happineſs; difficulties 
which the ſimplicity of the cottage 

had 


- 
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had hitherto never known. Lindor 
perceiving her emotion, claſped her to 


his breaſt, and mingled his concern with 


hers. 


The Prieur and Maricour aroſe to 
take their evening walk, and propoſed 


without delay obeying the commands 
of the Marquis, in diſcovering the mo- 
nument he had mentioned in his letter. 
The young people were told to attend 


them to the church, and they followed 


I would not wiſh to conceal that they fol- 
lowed through the fields at ſome diſtance 
to indulge themſelves in that freedom 
which age and intruſion are little fitted to 
ſhare with youth and love.— They fol- 
lowed ; but not in the idle heedleſſneſs 
of childiſh ruſticity, to pick up weeds 

| and 
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and flowers, ſhunning the better ſatisfac- 
on of the mind; nor yet with the pam- 
pered defire of indulging in thoſe liberties, 
with which the reſtraints of modern deli- 
cacy have polluted the groves and grot- 
tos of faſhionable retirement, but with the 
innocence of the one, and the luxury of 
the other, enjoying the perfect ſatisfac- 


tion of unbounded confidence. While 
they were thus loitering in their way, 


Lindor looked wiſhfully at the road 
that led to his father's houſe, and preſ- 
ſing Adelaide's hand with more than 


uſual warmth, exclaimed, ec Would 


** to God we were going that way toge- 
* ther!” © But you would not have 
me go there before I went to church,” 
replied Adelaide ſmiling. <© Ah ! but 
« we are now going for a different pur- 


< poſe,” 
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* poſe,” ſaid Lindor; © we are ſtill to be 
„ harrafſed by painful reflections, and by 
grave diſcourſes on a ſubject that from 
the bottom of my ſoul I wiſh had ne- 
ver diſturbed us: how happy ſhould 
« we have been by this time without it ! 
* And we will be ſo ; our life ſhall be pri- 
vate and undiſturbed : we will take no 
part with either of them. I will be 
* an ariſtocrate with Maricour, and you 
„ ſhall be a democrate with Simon; for 
* what have we to do with any thing but 


* our own happineſs!” Such were juſt 
the ſentiments of our good Prieur,” re- 
plied Adelaide, I have now ſome hopes 
& of your converſion ; to ſay the truth, I 
don't believe you wanted much argu- 
ce ment to be happy; you are too lively 
© to be deeply engaged.” 


Soon 


. 

1 
n 
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Soon did the progreſs of their conver- 
ſation leap over the bounds of parental 
conſent, and prieſtly approbation ; they 
fancied themſelves already united ; they 
planned out their little way of life ; their 
daily occupations, their different employ- 
| ments, and all che various amuſements 
of rural innocence. Politics were forgot; 
the rights of citizens ſunk before the 
rights of men, or, at leaſt, they choſe to 


aſſert and diſplay them in a manner one 
may well ſuppoſe more agreeable to them- 
ſelves, and to their Creator, than by ob- 
ſcure reſolutions expreſſed in unintelligi- 
ble terms of metaphyſical nicety the 
produce of learned ingenuity ! Mari- 
cour's helpleſs age was to be enderly 
nurſed ; the Prieur was not omitted, and 
the education of their children they al- 
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ready imagined. In what ſpace of time, 
O wiſe philoſophers ! was this {ſyſtem of 
human happineſs completed ? Ye, who 
have toiled for years in fancying one its 
inferior in every reſpect; let the arrogance 
of pretended learning bluſh, that a ſingle 
half hour was ſufficient for two ſimple vil- 
lagers to deviſe a plan of happineſs for 
their condition of life, infinitely prefera- 
ble to yours for any ! 


They had ſauntered on for about a 
quarter of a mile down an eaſy deſcent, 
in a curving pathway, that hid irs windings 
among briars and wild underwood, when 
the young overtook the old, almoſt at 
the porch of the church. This ancient 
fabric, the origin of which loſt itſelf in 
fabulous legendaries, was dedicated to 


2 Saint 
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Saint Francis. It was ſituated at a ſmall 
diſtance from the village, in a valley, on 
each fide encompaſſed by ſhelving hills 
covered with wood fit for the fire of the 
villagers. Near it was the prieſt's houſe ; 
and by the fide of both ran a ſmall but 
clear ſtream, whoſe pebbly murmurs en- 
livened while they diſturbed the filent ſo- | 
litude of the place. The church was 
built in the ſhape of a croſs, and in the 
center was ſeen a tall and elegant ſpire of 
laterdatethanthereſt, which contained the 
bells of the pariſh, that uſed to bear farand 
near the ſound of glad tidings, to lull the 
filenceof the diſtant country with ſoftened 
melody, and to diſperſe an air of cheerful- 
neſs through the village. Thus, indeed, 
uſed to be the pride and employment of 
the youth, but even this had loſt its 
pleaſure: 
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pleaſure : the two aifles near the chan-« 


cel were chapels belonging to the fami- 


lies of D'Antin and Damville, in which 


the bodies of their anceſtors were depo- 


ſited, and where maſſes were performed 


for their ſouls. The whole edifice was 
ſtrong though old, and of unuſual fize, 
beſpoke at once the opulence and pious 
generoſity of the two families by whom it 


was probably firſt built, and had moſt 


certainly for many ages been maintained. 


While they yet ſtood in the porch, the 
Prieur pointed to an old tree, the ſtem 


of which then only remained, but which 


ſeemed to be preſerved with ſcrupulous 
attention. There,” ſaid he, with a 
familiarity that did not ſurpriſe them, 


there, look at the old tree, even that 
« has ſuffered in this ſhock of refor- 


c mation. 
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** mation. Perhaps, Lindor, you may 


4 than an hundred years, have been com- 


| * memorated the brave and heroic deeds 

| & of our fathers ; till within theſe twelve 
c years annually on our ſaints day, it was 

; g uſed to be hung with laylock, and de- 

f « corated with the freſheſt flowers of the 


" * ſpring. We danced, we ſung aronnd 
c it; we remembered our parents, we 


that day, more than a century ago, did 


einẽts of the church, againſt a formida- 


men. They ſuſtained ſeveral attacks; 
< they repelled them. Numbers could 


c be a ſtranger to the origin of its ſanc- 


* tity. On that decayed tree for more 


«« were grateful to our ſaint; for on 


< the loyal ſubjects of their ſovereign, de- 
fend themſelves within the ſacred pre- 


< ble body of their rebellious country- 
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© not deſtroy the divinity of the place, 


«* or overpower the devotion of the brave 


few within. At length, encouraged by 
s ſucceſs, zoe iſſued out of this porch and 
cc at the foot of that tree, was the com- 
<© mander of the enemy ſlain; the reſt 
ec ſoon fled, and left a ſacred and a hal- 
& lowed victory to our townſmen. What 
< was it that ſuſtained them in the hour 
ce of danger? Religion. What was it 
< that overpowered numbers? Enthu- 
ce faſm. And what inſpired it? The 
< love of their ſaint, and their reverence 
<< for the church. Where will unaſſiſted 
< reaſon find motives equally animating 
ce to minds ſuch as theirs were, and ſuch 
<< as they always muſt be in their condi- 


e tion of life? Piouſly has that event 


been remembered. The ungrateful 
* omiſſion 
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c omiſſion of it was one of the firſt ſymp- 
< toms of this dreadful indifference, that 
ce threatens us with univerſal miſery. See 
© they have even attempted to deface it. 
cc Miſerable deluſion !” He unlocked 
the church door; they entered. The 
figure of the ſaint preſented itſelf to 
their eyes. They bowed low with pious and 
humble veneration. Where thou follower 
of Voltaire, where among all your glittering 
ſpangles of philoſophy will you fix the 
thought, and from whence give the con- 
ſolation that this fincere and implicit con- 
fidence of piety gave, to the plain and 
imple minds of theſe unlettered villa- 
gers? The prieur pronounced a prayer, 
and they proceeded to explore the anti- 
quities of the church. Holy myſteries, 
hich they had not had either curiofity or 


K 2 permiſſion 
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permiſſion to gratify themſelves with ex- 
amining before. The foot of the peaſant 
trampled upon the aſhes of the illuſtrious 
dead; triumph philoſopher, but your 
triumph is ſhort : the mind of innocence 
worſhipped their memory with admira- 
tion and regret! Before they proceeded, 
Maricour went to the ſeat ſhe uſually oc- 


cupied at divine ſervice, and beſides re- 


freſhing herſelf ſrom fatigue, had the 


- pleaſure of ſeeing that her book and ſaf- 


fron-coloured cuſhion were juſt where 


they ſhould be. They then paſſed 


through the ſcreen of fretted ſtone- 


work that divided the body of the 
church from the chapel of the D'Antins. ' 
As ſoon as they entered, the ſolemn ſtil- 
neſs of the ſcene, they pale light of the 
evening, the grave, and magnificent ar- 
rangement 
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rangement of the tombs, ſtruck all but 
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the prieſt with an immoveable awe. 

« Here, Lindor,” ſaid the prieur, this 
is the ſanctuary of the great and good. 

c The women were chaſte; the men were 
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{© brave, uncorrupted by gold, unpolluted 
6 by vice; great in their lives, and great- 
« er in their death. Their example has 
done even more than their actions: 
_ © let us pay a juſt tribute to their virtue. 
&« It conſtitutes, indeed, their fame, but it 


« js our intereſt; and what is now only 


* a grateful remembrance of the dead, 
© who ſtill live in a better place, was all 
© the immortality known to the ancient 
ce world. How filent is the tongue that 
cc once animated its followers to the field! 
« how weak and nerveleſs the arm of 
« ſtrength 400 vii ! how forgotten and 
K 3 % with- 
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«© without power, the once irreſiſtible 
«© {mile of beauty and benevolence ! It is 
true, the men are gone; but virtues, 
5 {ach as theirs, ſpring from their aſhes, 
and live again in the remembrance of 
<« thoſe who think and act like them. 
There, ſaid he, pointing at an anci- 
ent warrior, who laid his brawny length 
along in monumental pride, ** there is a 
man who four centuries ago filled a large 
be ſpace in the contracted notice of man- 
« kind. A follower of Du Gueſclin's, 
ce the firſt of the family of the D*Antins, 
* who diſtinguiſhed themfelves much in 
c France. He aſſiſted that great conſta- 
« ble in driving the Engliſh and their 
&« gallant chieftain, the Black Prince, out 
of their newly- acquired dominions ; he 
« was the ſoul and ſpirit of the French. 
& His 


Y Y 
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« His ſon now begs for pity and ſubſiſ- 
« tence among thoſe very Engliſh his 
“ valiant anceſtor chaſed from F rance.— 
Look to the right at that venerable old 
* woman; on each fide of the tomb are 
* her ten children, five boys and five 
« girls; Jaqueline Marquiſe D'Antin ; 
« ſhe was early a widow—of an illuſtri- 
e ous birth, and a great heireſs. The 
& village was much indebted to her. 
i In her time a wide waſting fire con- 
© ſumed almoſt all their barns and houſes; 
* 1n their outcaſt and helpleſs ſtate ſhe re- 
« ceived them in the caſtle; out of herown 
* fortune ſhe rebuilt their granaries and 
ce their cottages. Her ſon is an exile, and 
* knows not where to lay his head; there 
js none to receive him.” They paſſed 


over many other tombs that recorded the 
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valour and virtue of the family, till at 
length they arrived at a plain white tone, 
where, to ſay the truth, Maricour's eyes 
had been fixed from the beginning. This 
was the monument of her ſon. With- 
out obſerving the employments of the 
reſt, or the intentions of the prieſt, with a 
loud voice ſhe began reading :— 


PRAY FOR THE SOUL 
| O F F 
PIERRE MARICOUR DUBOIS, 
A Serjeant in the Regiment of Dauphiny. N 


— ——_—_— 


— — 


This ſtone was n here to the memory of this 
vorave and faithful man, by his maſter, Charles 
Marquis D'Antin. He was wounded at the bat- 
tle of Quebec in the year 17 59, andof that wound 
after many years affliction, he at length died. His 
mildneſs in life was equal to his fortitude in bat- 

tle; 
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tle ; his hoſtility in the field to his obedience elſe- 

where; his fidelity was the ſame in every ſitua- 

tion, Go, Reader, and like him perform the du- 

ties of your ſtation, We are moſt of us in diffe- 

rent degrees dependent on each other; and all 
upon our Creator. He fulfilled the duties of that 

ſtate in which God had placed him; and I mine, 
in this inſtance, by recording that he did ſo. 


«© Where !” exclaimed the prieur, 
* where will they find ſuch incitements to 
«virtue as are contained in theſe ſimple 
« ſentences? How will the new prieſts 
cc of this new revelation perſuade their 
« unfortunate followers, that virtue is an 
« abſtract eſſence to be loved only for 
« itſelf, independently of the tender and 
cc imperfect relations of nature and ſocie- 
« ty?” By this time the painful recol- 
lection of Maricour had ſubſided into 


ay and ſhe repoſed her: afflicted head 
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in the boſom of her lovely child, who 
ſtood near her. They then left the cha- 
pel, and paſſing through the choir, pro- 
ceeded in ſearch of the monument of 
Henri de Damville. The prieur, who 
had perceived for fome time alterations in 
that part of the church which he had no 
power to prevent, conſtantly turned his 
head aſide as he paſſed from unconquera- 
ble difguſt; but upon entering, was much 
ſurpriſed to find that the chapel had 
been as it were new formed. All the 
old monuments were defaced; the ſides 
were plaiſtered and freſh painted; legs 
arms, and bodies that once ſlept in peace- 
able marble under their tattered banners, 
were thrown into a heap; ſtone upon 
ftone, and monument upon monument, 
in deep diſorder. The anger of the 
prieur was moved, but recollecting him- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, he exclaimed, © God be merciful to 
© mea ſinner! They have indeed torn 
c up the monuments, but as they had de- 
* ſkroyed the virtue they recorded, the 
« ſtones were not worth preſerving ; de- 
<« ftroyed did I fay ? injured I ſhould have 
< ſaid, for the power of gold has not as yet 
reached the omnipotence of Heaven; 
& and virtue is from God, not to be 
bought even by bankers from Paris : 
nor to be aboliſhed by national aſſem- 
, Des | 


One monument was alone to be ſeen, 
and that was lately erected: it was of a 
coſtly nature, and repreſented upon white 
marble finely poliſhed, a young infant 
drawn up into the clouds by a cluſter of 
doves. At ſome diſtance you ſaw the 
hermitage of Rouſſeau in the middle of a 
park; underneath it was this inſcription ; 

- 9 12 
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TO THE MEMORY 
o F 
HENRIETTA AMELIA LOUISA de LEVILLE, 
Daughter of | 
ee 
Baron de Damville. 


Stop Paſſenger, 
an 
If thou be a Citizen of the world, 
reſpect 
the Memory of your Fellow Citizen, 
| who | 
regarding no ſect, nation, opinion, or colour, 
| was n 
a Friend to all Mankind. 
Her Mind was gentle her Affections ſtrong; 
Her und without prejudice, 
Her fancy without corruptio!a; 
though 
Animated by Zeal 
and | 
Ennobled by Paſſion, 4 
She had all the religion of God 
freed 
from the ſuperſtition of Man. 
A 


Philoſopher in every action of her life, 
however disfigured with. 6 
and 

prone to Errors. 


"hs died at the Chains de Damyille, near this 
village, aged twelve. 
The 
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The prieur ſmiled, but Maricour ſnarled 


out, „ Baron de Damville, indeed!“ 
« Yes, Maricour,” ſaid the prieſt © they 
only deſpiſe honours where they have 
them not! Let them buy a terre and 
" « ſprung out of the earth from the ſame 
* honourable ſource they ſoon ennoble 


40 themſelves. This angel at twelve 


«© muſt indeed have been a goddeſs at 


« fifteen, Mark how new opinions imĩ- 
d tate old ones. The church would 


« have ſainted their dead diſciple ; but 
CC this prodigy dies a philoſopher, and is 


6 buried with all the honours of her ſect. 
« Let us fly from ſuch heretical impiety. 


Let us leave perfection to its own re- 


« ward ; the weak tear is reſerved for 


« the weak—philoſophy ſcorns and per- 
cc © non needs not to be lamented. How 


« yan 
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« yain is the precaution of man! how 
& weak and fruitleſs all his hopes of mor- 
tal immortality! Living, theſe noble 


c perſonages- whoſe tombs now lay before 


in wild diſorder—living they proudly 


© hoped the memory of their actions. 


& would never be obliterated. They 
« die; a few weeks are paſſed, and they 
C are talked of no more—a few months, 


their very children and relations go on 
&« as if they had never been; the fleeting 


ce breath of converſation veers about to 


c other ſubjects, and their actions live 


only in chronicles and memoirs: even 
* theſe are melted down into general 


6 hiſtories, and what was once the pride 


4 and pleaſure of a province ſinks, and is 


*« loſt in the intereſts of a kingdom. Laſt 
«« of all, the very tomb, with the gorge- 


© us 
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« ous epitaph emblazoned on its front, 
cc dedicated ſolely to that ſervice, guard- 
ed by the ſtrength and artifice of man, 
4 enſhrined among the ſanctities of reli- 
gion, itſelf moulders into duſt, or pre- 
* maturely gives way to the ſtroke of 1g- 
* norance or pride. Lay not up treaſures 
* for yourfelves on earth, where moth: 
& doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
in and ſteal, With the Almighty 
« alone your reward is eternal.” Lin- 
dor could not help expreſſing his ſurpriſe 
that moſt of the perſons of whom the 
prieur ſpoke had died in battle, and 


chiefly in wars within their own country; 


and that they ſeemed to glory in virtues, if 
they were ſuch, that did not contribute to 
the happineſs of mankind. * Your ob- 
« {ervauon, Lindor, is ſenfible,” replied 


the 


1 
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the prieur; © valour is a ſtern virtue, 
« and it were to be wiſhed that the ne- 


& ceflities of mankind never required 
e jt to be exerted at all; ſtill more is it 
ce to be wiſhed that it never might inter- 


6 fere with the internal peace of civil ſo- 


« cjeties ; but human nature is weak and 
5 imperfect; the miſchiefs that ſociety 
4 corrects it cannot extirpate. They ex- 
« jſt in a leſſer degree, and in different 
« ſhapes univerſally; according to the 
&« ſtate and condition of the time or 
country. Valour is neceſſary in al}. 
The end of ſociety is peace, and if 
* that be diſturbed, whether by enemies 
from abroad, or by rebellious ſubjects at 
« home; valour is required to repel the 
« one, and puniſh the other; without it 


there can be no peace; for if there was 


* NO 


CP 


IL. INDOR AND ADELAIDE. 209 


ic no force there would be neither obedi- 


© ence or ſafety. In the time when theſe 


« noble perſonages lived, foreign hoſti- 
« lity and civil commotion were, as we 
© may ſay, the accompanying evils of 


cc their condition. They ſeemed to 


« be inſeparable. Well might thefe 


« perſons be proud of actions that at the 
hazard of their own, inſured ſafety to 


{© the reſt of their countrymen, and en- 


4 tailed peace tipon their poſterity. To 


te the vices of peace and refinement they 


were ſtrangers; they were ſtrangers 


** likewiſe to their virtues, for ſuch was 
te their condition: and the fine gentle- 
{© men of theſe days would ſcarcely have 


been more the object of ſcorn then, 


than the ſtern and rugged baron would 


e be of abhorrence at preſent. All thefe 


{© reflections may perſuade you that the 


cc g ood 
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good and bad qualities of mankind are 


„ not of themſelves abſtract, diſtin&, eſ- 


« ſences ; but muſt conſtantly be appre- 
* tiated with reference to our condition 
** and ſituation : but I am relapſing into 
© my favourite ſubject. If theſe great 
© men had lived in the preſent times of 
cc peaceful prof; perity, the valour of him 
« who then ſtormed a city, might now 
have diſplayed: itſelf in the more uſe- 
* ful virtue of cheriſhing a colony. He 
| © who laid waſte whole tracts of rebel- 
* hous country, might have been ex- 


<« tending cultivation to the moſt barren 


“ parts of his domain. And thoſe who 
6c depopulated the land, carrying fire, 
* and ſword, and peſtilence into the 
quarters of their enemies, might be re- 
5e ceiving the ſick, protecting the poor, 

ce and 
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* and educating the young. But valour 


10 . 
. 160 
Ai 
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« was the virtue of their day, and when 

* honour had performed its part, thefe 15 
e ſtern and ſevere chieftains were con- | 
e tented. The concluſion we ought to 1 
« draw from this ſcene of ſavage diſor- || 
6c der, is not that valour and ſucceſs in 

% war deſerve no reward, and can confer 
« no benefit, but that the circumſtances 

« which lead to. war, and therefore to 

© make ſuch ſevere virtues neceſſary, 

bought carefully to be avoided. Fo- 

- I © reign wars are indeed unavoidable. Na- 
1 © tions hve one with another as indivi- 

0 5 duals in a ſtate of nature, and that is a 


3 * ſtate of contention ? but civil wars ought 
e from their very name to be impoſſible, 
- || © fince the end of ſociety is to prevent 


* chem. What is eaſily done is eaſily 


d 46 relin- 
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© relinquiſhed. Foreign wars, eaſily 
* commenced, and eaſily abandoned, 
« exiſt but for a time, and rage but to a 
* degree. The honour and intereſts of the 
* community lay no ſtrong hold on the 
ce affections of the individuals, and are 
© foon overcome by the miſeries they 
& create to each other, even to the ſuc- 
& cefsful. In civil diſcord the cafe is 
ce widely different; that impulſe which 
ce breaks through difficulties, and is hur- 
cc ried on by repulſes, is not eaſy to be 
ec ſtopped: the intereſts of the commu- 
56 nity are loſt in the intereſts of indivi- 
ce duals—Miſery exaſperates, loſſes in- 
&« flame, and nothing but deſtruction can 
& ſatisfy : each man exerts himſelf for 
& himſelf, and fights not for honour, or 


* advantage, or glory, but for exiſtence : 
| ce the 


« { 
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the diſtreſſes of war are not confined to 

« the voluntary efforts of part but ſpread 

© oyer the whole. They inveſt the pa- 

( lace and pierce through the cottage ; 
( chey run into the inmoſt receſſes of our 
( habitations; no corner is ſafe from 
« their intruſion; it is not to a nation, to 


« a town, or to a village, that they are 
« confined. Diſcord is lit up in every 
„family; a father is an enemy to his 
« ſon—the ſon ſpares not even his father. 
x I What then ſhall be the motive that 
- may lead to ſuch an end? Who ſhall 
i- dare to hazard the exiſtence of ſuch an 
n- © evil? And what benefit can compen- 
an , fate even for the diſtant poſſibility of 
or “ its happening? Yet, Lindor, all this 
or “and more is likely to fall upon us. The 
E:“ nation is rouzed, the community 18 
he 6 (if 


£ 
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e diffolved ; individuals act for them- 
& ſelves; an army without command; 
« a ſenate without wiſdom, power, or 
cc experience; a king without authority, 
The waters of ſtrife are let out, they 
advance towards us; they ſound like 
< the ruſhing of mighty rivers! Oh 
God, who and what ſhall withſtand 
& them !” Inflamed with enthuſiaſm, and 
falling on his knees, he exclaimed, claſp- 
ing his hands over his head, © GOD OF 
«© OUR FATHERS.” At that moment, 
while Lindor and the woman ſtood aghaſt 
with aſtoniſhment, the ſun which was faſt 
deſcending, and had long been obſcured 
by clouds, ſuddenly broke out and illu- 
mined with its evening ray, the pale twi- 
light of the vaulted church! Lindor and 
Adelaide overpowered by their ſenſations 
2 ran 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 215 


ran into each other's arms. Maricour 


ſhook with awe. The prieſt in ſolemn ſi- 
lence looked with a ſteadfaſt and upright 
countenance towards his God ! At length 
Lindor, burſting from his trance, cried 
out aloud, ©* what you would have me, 
“make me ! Your virtue I acknowledge, 
« your wiſdom ] revere. My ſoul is God's, 
© my life is the king's, but my heart is 
“here. On this boſom, the ſeat of joy and 
* truth, do J ſwear to the ſincerity of my 
ce ſentiments !”” Take her, take her, 
ſaid the prieur, “ ſhe is yours! Cheriſh 
© her, love her, for ſhe well deſerves 
4 it.” Lindor's joy was great, beyond 
the powers of ſpeech, nor was Adelaide's 
leſs, while her riſing bluſhes anſwered 
what his inquiring eyes demanded. 


'The 
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The evening was far advanced and 
Lindor taking up the fragments of the 
monument they ſought for, the prieur re- 
commended them to depart to their ſeveral 
homes: not without reluctance they ſe- 
parated. Lindor accompanied the wo- 
men to their door, but the prieſt ſtaid be- 
hind to paſs the greateſt part of the night 
in prayer and meditation. When Lin- 
dor was alone, he found his mind heated 
and diſturbed, feveriſh and impatient. 
He walked irregularly: ſlowly and calmly 
when he thought of Adelaide, but with a 
hurried ſtep, an eager eye, and a clenched 
hand, as the doctrine of the prieur 
overpowered his tenderneſs, and the love 
of his King and country, elevated and 
diſtracted his ſoul. As ſoon as hie ar- 
rived at home, never once inquiring for 

| his 


for 
hs 
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his father or his friends, he haſtened to 
his bed, more deſirous of ſolitude than 
ſleep. His mind, ſimple and fincere, 


had been greatly worked upon, and con- 


tained an enthuſiaſm, more innocent in- 


deed, though not leſs violent, than a Da- 
miens, or a Felton, a Ravaillac, or a 
Vane. For a time he attempted to com- 
poſe himſelf with the thoughts of his 


promiſed happineſs; from thence he was 


led inſenſibly to the difficulties that had 


oppoſed, and might in the end prevent 
or diſturb it. There his mad emotions 
ſeized upon him, he turned from fide to 
ſide, and found no reſt ; there was none 


to comfort him! At length, through na- 


_ tural fatigue, and a good ſtate of bodily 
health, his eyes were cloſed by a diſturb- 


ed ſleep. Thick coming fancies ſtole 


L. upon 


157 
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upon him, and the whole night was pal- 


{ed in ſhort intervals of reſt, interrupted 


by miſhapen dreams, and unconnected 
accidents. He dreamt that the prieur 
was executed by the people; he ſaw him 
torn by the violence of the villagers, 


The old man pointed to Heaven, ſeemed 


to {mile at him and died. He heard 


that an order was come down to remove 
the altar; „where then ſhall we be mar- 
« ried?” cried he; what no marriage, 
& no ſacred rite, no ſolemn pledge!“ 
with that exclamation he awoke. A cold 
ſweat had ſeized all his limbs, and his 
tired body was ſtretched along the bed, 
with a liſtleſſneſs that is familiar to the 
diſeaſe of vice, but which his innocence 
had never known. Again he endea- 


voured to ſleep, again he was haunted by 
his 


th 
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his waking thoughts. Hie ſaw che King 
on horſeback, with the crown upon his 
| head, attended by his nobles ; they were 
attacked, defeated, and a dagger at the 


throat of his ſovereign : his own arm par- 
ried the blow, and with that exertion his ö 
toilſome ſleep was ended. He aroſe be- | 
fore it was day, and ſtole out of the houſe 
unperceived, to refreſh himſelf with the 
morning air; but alas! his uſual recrea- 
tions failed him, all his pleaſures faded 
before his jaundiced fight, and the ſame 
turbulent and unſettled thoughts purſued 
him wherever he went. Early in the 
, morning he bent his way to Maricour's 


8 cottage, and as he loitered on, gathered 
* the flowers of the field to preſent to Ade- 
1- 


laide : that lively girl Was as uſual 0 
about this time employed in milking a ſo; i 
os HS A litary | 
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cant winds, when ſhe met Lindor. 


litary cow, the only inhabitant of the 
Marquis's garden ; and was on her way 
home ſinging a blithſome air to the va- 


Sur- 


priſe gave way to joy, and he, taking her 
by the hand, they walked on in cheerful 
dalliance together. But Lindor's plea- 
ſantry was ſoon diſſipated; his melancholy 
had given way to ſurpriſe, but that over, 
it ſoon returned, not, however, unpercei- 
ved by Adelaide. She inquired not 
the cauſe ; ſhe endeavoured to overcome 
it. She told him that Maricour on their 
& return the night before, had talked in- 
cc ceſſantly of their marriage, had pro- 
& nounced him in every reſpect a proper 
* man, ſuch a one as the Marquis need 
& not be aſhamed to protect. And that 
« the prieur ſhould write immediately for 


& his 


C6 
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ce his conſent, upon the arrival of which 
ce there would be no delay, and I think,” 
added Adelaide, with a ſmile, and 


half bluſhing, © you may be aſſured 1 


6 ſhall not delay it.” A deep ſigh was 
the only anſwer Lindor gave; the cheer- 
ful girl continued, © Maricour has like- 
© wiſe promiſed, that we ſhall live in her 
« dear delightful cottage ; that ſhe will 


live with us, and grieves to think her 


{© only aſſiſtance will be to rock our chil- 
« dren to ſleep; for already has ſhe made 
« us parents of many children. Some- 
« times while you are at harveſt, we will 
« dine in the fields together; and in 
« winter, laugh with our dear prieur over 
«the crackling fire on a holiday. We 
need not envy the palaces of the great, 
“ when we inhabit our little cottage with 


bt content 
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* content at our fireſide, nor the luxu- 
&« ries of the rich, while we enjoy a ſuffi- 
& ciency of clean and homely fare, the 


produce of our own garden, and of our 


£ own labour. Then, ſhould the Mar- 
& quiſs return! Oh the happy day! 
&« What rejoicing, what laughing, what 
*“ ſinging, what dancing! Whole days, 
© nay a whole week will be holiday.” 


Do not, my dear Adelaide,” interrupt- 


ed Lindor, “ ſtir up a ſubject in my 
& mind that has deſtroyed my peace for 


* ever! Oh why did we live in theſe 
« {ad times, and why has my father been 


ce the inſtrument of ſo much miſchief to 


that noble family. When they receive 


« you with ſmiles and gracious conde- 


„ {cenfion, how ſhall I, the ſon of Simon, 


<« appear before them? Oh Adelaide! 


4 you 
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o you will be aſhamed of your huſband. 
&« I thought I ſaw your father in my ſleep 
ce laſt night, he frowned and looked 


ce fternly-at me, but what he ſaid I know | 
cc not, I have been ſo diſturbed.” Think 


© no more of it,” ſaid Adelaide, twiſting 
her fingers through one of the ringlets 
that hung upon his manly cheek, let 
5 us not poiſon our happineſs with miſe- 
ce ry of our own making; ſee Maricour is 
90 coming; how ſhe ſimpers; take a leſ- 
ce ſon of cheerfulneſs from her.” They 
were arrived at the cottage, when Lin- 
dor recollecting that his father would 
probably miſs him if he did not return, 


folded Adelaide to his boſom, and leav- 


ing her reluctantly, ſaid, Lovely girl, we 
vill indeed be happy! But firſt let me 
* do my duty; with a diſtruſt of one's ſelf, 

„ « with 
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ee with ſins unrepented and conduct unre- 
« formed, who can be happy ? I will go 
« ſtraightway to my father, to my compa- 
& nions, to the whole village. I will 
ce perſuade them to return to their duty, 
< to reſtore peace to themſelves and their 
& families. Can it be a difficult taſk to 
make them do what they ought to do, 
« when it is likewiſe their happineſs ? I 
© will be the reſtorer of the Marquis i 


do] not excell them in ſports of every 


« kind, may I not hope therefore to 
*« prevail in this? And ſhould I do ſo, 


* how entire will be our happineſs !” 


Wich a ſort of bound that ſhewed he put 


a force upon himſelf, Lindor quitted the 


only comfort he had left and returned 


home. In the way he mer his father, who 
had been in ſearch of him; Simon was 


near 


* 
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near fifty years of age: he was a man of 
hard and inflexible features, with ſtrong 
lines in his countenance, that indicated 
an acquaintanee with the ſorrow of others, 
hardened, not ſoftened, by experience. 
He had been employed by the Police at 
Marſeilles, and was an active officer, 
but being too attentive to his own ad- 
vantage, and uſing cruelty as the 
means of advancing it, he became ſuſ- 
pected, at length detected, and at laſt 
diſmiſſed. He was compelled then to 
return to his native village, where he had 
left his young family, and imported with 
him the diſſolute manners and ſentiments 
of a rich commercial city; beſides the 
deſire of retrieving a kind of popula- 
rity at Marſcilles, where he had loſt all 
character; he alſo joined in theſe new 
L 5 plans 
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plans of government, from the perſua- 
fions of the Levilles, who had appointed 
dim their bailiff, as a man of all others 
beſt calculated to ſupport their rights. 
The Viſcomte de B. Lieutenar.t Gover- 
nor of Marſeilles, and an ariſtocrate, was 
the perſon who diſmiſſed Simon from his 
employment, in oppoſition to the deſire 
of the Lieutenant de Police and others 
to retain him. In conſequence of which, 
this very Lieutenant, who held different 
political ſentiments from the Viſcomte, 
had ever ſince maintained a correſpon- 
dence with Simon, by whom he was in- 
formed of the ſtate and condition of the 
neighbouring country. Where have 
« you been,” ſaid Simon to his ſon, ** al- 
« ways with the old prieſt and the old 
« witch, I warrant you; or is the girl 


£& more 


* 
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© more bewitching ? If with the latter 1 
« care not, but as to the others, you 
«© know I hate them. The prieur is the 
& arranteſt ariſtocrate in the whole coun- 
« try.” „ He is a Frenchman,” ſaid 
Lindor, ** and an honeſt man.” „He 
© may be of France,” rephed Simon, 
* but no Frenchman for all that; as to 
his honeſty, it is of little conſequence. 


% What is his opinion of the National 


| 6c Aſſembly? but do you pretend to 


“ argue with me, has the old fellow got 
the length of perſuading you to that? 


« You know my temper, I will be obey- 


ed. Beſides that, my diſmiſſion pro- 


* ceeded from the arbitrary will of an 
« ariſtocrate governor; you know too, 
ce that the deſire of the Levilles muſt be 
% complied with; if therefore you have 

L.6 % any 
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© any regard for your father, or your 
6 family, give up your acquaintance 
& with the prieur ; but if you do not, 
- bring him over to us, and perſuade 
* him to fend the fringe of his pulpit 
© cuſhion to the Aſſembly ; that, toge- 
« ther with his old age, may poſſibly pro- 
% cure him a penfion, at leaſt may pre. 
« vent them from taking away his cure. 
4 Tell him this from me as a friend.” 
« What,” faid Lindor, “do you re- 
« commend it to me to adopt principles 
c only becaute they are agreeable to my 
* ſuperiors ? Does all your freedom con- 
cc ſiſt in obedience to the Levilles? Af- 
ce ter having thrown off your duty to 
&« your King, to the peers, marſhals, and 
great ſeigneurs of France, have you 
„given up yourſelf to an upſtart, a 
« ſtranger 


te a ſtranger among us?” * Look you,” 


_ anſwered Simon, by theſe fine peo- 


« ple you talk of I get nothing. If Iam 


& a ſervant and a dependent, which my 


cc neceſſity makes me to ſome one, it 
„ ſhall be for ſomething, and the Le- 


villes are generous to me; whatever 


«© they may be to the reſt of the village.“ 
Strange and diſgraceful,” added Lin- 


dor,“ that a man ſhould become vo- 


6 luntarily a dependent for hire; when 
cc he has ſhaken off his natural depen- 
£ dence on thoſe to whom dependence 
„Was due, and from whom he received 
peace and ſecuricy in return. Poſſeſ- 
6 ſions how ſuperior to wages, the wages 
« of proſtitution !” Don't talk to me 


ce thus,” ſaid the enraged Simon, if you 


do the committee ſhall know it; then 


„% what 
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* what will become of you, the prieur, 
« Maricour, andthe young woman? we'll 
C ſhew you the advantages of freedom!“ 
« And is injuſtice then the fruit that free- 
dom bears?“ anſwered the ſon, what 
other advantage does it give us? Per- 


„ haps as we have got rid of the laws, 


& we ſhall have no occaſion for religion, 
& that each man may do what ſeemeth 
c good in his own eyes. If ſo, why do 
you live hardly, why do you per- 
« mit the Levilles to riot and revel in 
gorgeous expences, while you and 


« your family are ekeing out a miſe- 


* rable ſubſiſtence ?” © And ſo perhaps, 


c we may hereafter,” ſaid Simon, the 


& time is not come for that; as to reli- 
* gion you may tell the old prieur he has 
« kept up the farce long enough! No- 
« body believes in it now. Are not 

6 tithes 
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& tithes taken away, and has Heaven 
« interfered for the church? Go to, 
« your work, and when it is over, mind 
« you come to exerciſe, upon pain | 
« of my ſerious diſpleaſure.” «© To 


P? exclaimed the generous. 


«© exerciſe 
youth; No, though I owe to you the 
* ſame obedience in your family that I 
« owe to my king out of it, yet no power 
upon earth ſhall compel me to act 
« againſt my conſcience. To. obey the 
6 Jaws, to reverence my governors, to 
& honour the king, are among the firſt 
“ precepts that were taught me, and are 
«© among the laſt I ſhall forget. Such 
&« js the freedom I profeſs ; how different 
& from the ſeditious diſcontent of a re- 
c bel or the fawning obedience of a 
« ſlave! I was happy, I wiſh to con- 


„„ tinue 
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5 tinue ſo, and hope 1 ſhall ; but ar 
6c all events am determined to be inno- 
% cent. You obey King Leville, I 
Louis the juſt; that is the diffe- 


£ rence between us.” 


The father was beginning to reply, 
but the ſon, in order to avoid conten- 
tion, left him abruptly. He was fol- 


lowed by oaths and imprecations, too 


ſerious to be repeated, and many of 


which Lindor underſtood not. A ſpe- 


cies of logic new, indeed, to the ſchools, 
but frequently reſorted to in the world 
when argument 1s wanting ; for in vi- 
olence there is noiſe, and in noiſe con- 
viction, or what to ſome people is equi- 
valent—Y our adverſary is ſilenced. Lin- 
| | dos 
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dor retired to his work, Simon to his 
maſter, 


The villa of the Levilles, for ſo it was 
now called, had been built by the pre- 
ſent proprietor. The old caſtle of the 
Damvilles, with its thick walls, high tur- 
rets, ſmall windows, and moated fides, 
was a reſidence unworthy of Pariſian fi- 
nery, engrafted upon the oftentation of 
lately acquired wealth. The whole was 
removed, not a trace of its antiquity re- 
mained; even the woods around it were 
new- arranged and new-modelled They 
were ſaid to be laid out d P Angloiſe, but 
without being Engliſh ; moſt of the an- 
cient trees, thick ſpreading beech or 


lofty elms, were cut down, and in their 


room ſprang up Weymouth pines and 


exotic 
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exotic ſhrubs of every climate. The 
walks were rough and ill kept; the trees 


overhung them, and incommoded the 


paſſenger. They had been told, chat in 
England nature was every where imita - 
ted ; but they neglected to obſerve, that 


it was nature in her beſt attire, not coarſe 


and deformed, as in the uncultivated 


wilds of the north, but mild and luxu- 
riant, as in the happier regions of the 
weſt; her beauties, not her defects. 
They perceived not, that in England, a 
garden was but a garden : here they 
crouded grottos, caſcades, ruins, tem- 
ples, and cottages, into one narrow ſpot, 
and called it the world ! The houſe itſelf 
was built in the higheſt god? of modern 
refinement ; the inſide anſwered, and 


even exceeded the reſt. How great was 
the 
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the contraſt between this light and fantaſ- 
tical villa, when compared with the ſolid 
caſtle of the D*Antins ! How different 
the long ſuite of grave apartments, hung 


with ancient tapeſtry, and ornamented 


with family portraits, from thoſe light 
and airy rooms, burniſhed with gilding, 
decorated with Etruſcan vaſes, ſparkling 
with looking glaſs, and tricked out in 
Chineſe frippery ! The manners of the 
inhabitants reſembled the place they in- 
habited, and were picked up from the 
exceſſes of different countries; hence 
they had an Engliſh Fockey and a French 
Abbe in their family. They delighted 
in Rouſſeau and Voltaire. Their phi- 
lanthropy was great, their charity little; 
hoſpitality they were unacquainted with.. 
All was ſhow ! When their friends from 


Paris, 


”_ 


Dk 
ce 


— 1 h r s — 
— 
— 
—H= - £2 - = — 
4 — _ 8 — 8 IO — — — — is * 

— — — * 5 SI" - a = 2 I = RT —— BIS 2 ns —— AD — 2 — — — — Ty os 
— 2 En — — 2 > - — — E 3 - — = . ———— ——— SE — — = 

—A Mb Eo 2 — — — TE bs > x — . ca ̃ — — == == — — — — — = — _ 
2 — — * * — _— Z SSH _— 2 — — a = 4 £ - SI A = 

. 22 „ oo” OA”. IT — E22 — — E — a — ——— — SS E >= "9 


. — — —ñUj—i 
— .. §⏑rt˖̃D?̃ A 


236 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
Paris, or relations from the diſtant pro- 
vinces arrived, the garden was decora- 
ted, the caſcade began to fall, the grotto 
was inhabited, the ruins were viſited, the 
temples were opened, and even fetes 
were given to the village; but theſe were 
venal feres. The country was aſſem- 

bled, not to enjoy a pleaſure in common 
wich their lord who gave it, on ſome hap- 
py occaſion ; but merely to exhibit a 
picture of conſtrained happineſs to ſtran- 
gers ; to repreſent a ſcene which theſe 
ſtrangers knew only from report ; and to 
ſtrut as actors upon a ſtage, to be paid 
not by mutual delight, but by lotteries 
or feaſting. When the ſtrangers left 
them, the houſe returned to its ſolitude, 


and their hoſpitalities were ended. 


Ma- 


— 


LIN DOR AND ADELAIDE. 237 
Madame Leville, who ſeemed to bear 
no ſmall authority in the family, had 
been privately informed that a plot was 
carrying on in the village againſt the new 
conſtitution, and that Maricour, the 
Prieur, and Lindor, were the principal 
conſpirators : ſhe therefore ſent for Si- 


mon, that he might inform her of the 


truth of it. That worthy patriot was 


compelled reluctantly to confeſs, that his 
ſon was indeed, he believed, an enemy 
to his country, but did not think he had 
entered into any actual confederacy with 
others upon the ſubject. He proteſted 
that he had uſed the utmoſt force of his 
ſeverity to reclaim him, but his ſon was 
headſtrong, and would not be comman- 
ded. If you, Madam, would ſpeak 
< to him, perhaps your eloquence might 


per- 
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< perſuade him.” This was juſt what 
Madame Leville propoſed to herſelf, ha- 


ving no ſmall confidence in her powers 


of argument, for which, to ſay the truth, 


the ſubmiſſive obedience of her huſband 


had given her but too much reaſon. 


Lindor was ordered to attend her, 


and as he was on all proper occaſions a 


dutiful ſon, he obeyed. Madame Le- 


ville received him in her ſaloon, and be- 


gan her operations by defiring him to fit 


down : © We are all equal by nature,” 
ſaid the lady, . and therefore I cannot 
«© but deſire you to be ſeated as well as 


'c 


La) 


myſelf, fince fatigue diſables both the 
cc peaſant and the prince: Lindor, I 
* have ſent to you, to converſe with the 
« freedom that now belongs to this happy 


9 
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ec nation upon the ſubject of its govern- 


«© ment: a ſubject in which you and I 
<« and the reſt of the citizens have all of 
c us an equal intereſt. In what do we 
differ? does not hunger equally call 
«© upon us for a daily ſupply of food; 
« ſleep for its nightly reſt; and for 
«© whom are the revolutions of time ſuſ- 
„ pended ?” © Yes, Madam, faid 
Lindor, “ and I thank God hitherto I 
«© have enjoyed them all, better, per- 
© haps, than the greateſt among you. 
„Wen I have been hungry, I have 
had to eat; when I have been in bed, 
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I have ſlept; and my time in the day 
has been uſefully employed. How 
long this may continue, I know not! 
Don't interrupt me, Lindor,“ ſaid 
Madame Leville, a little diſconcerted; 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
40 


cc 
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64 


66 


&. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


we are all equal, you ſee.” —** No, I 
don't ſee that,” ſaid Lindor ; „ I 
have no ſumptuous houſe, keep no 
magnificent table, drink no wine, and 


can ſcarcely afford to buy myſelf a 


pitiful dinner; while you have horſes 


and houſes, and even your equals, 
men, at your command ; buy the 
the richeſt victuals, melt down what 
would have ſatisfied the poor for a 


meal into high ſauces, and revel in 


luxuries of every ſort. Make theſe 
things even with us, and then III ſay 
ſomething to your equality. But mark, 
I do not object to it, our worthy 
prieur has taught me better ; he has 
taught me to know, that the inequa- 
lity of ſociety ſecures what you call the 


equality of nature; and if it was not 


& for 
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* 


6 


« courſe neither food, nor ſleep, nor 
c employment, nor any thing elſe in 
« ſecurity. Hard, indeed, that the diſ- 


«© content of having nothing more to 


« wiſh for, ſhould induce the rich to 


_ 5 diſturb the unequal but contented ſa- 
66 tisfaction of the poor, by - tempting 
* them with an equality which exiſts 


« only in words, but which _— door 
6 for anxiety and repining.” —** I ſee 
the prieſt has been inſtilling the max- 
ims of his calling into your ſuper- 
« ſtitious mind,” replied this philoſo- 
phical Lady ; “ it is neceſſary for me to 


* eradicate them. The greater the dif- 
wh” ficulty, the more will be the honour 


„ of ſucceeding. | Voltaire attacked the 


„church in general; it is ſatisfaction 


M * enough 
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for that, there could be no ſociety, of 
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* enough for me to overcome a prieſt ; 
« the errors of religion muſt be left to 
higher powers.” —** Madam,” faid 
Lindor, „I reverence and adore our 
good prieur ; if you mean to reflect 
«© upon him, I ſhall leave you.” Her 
whole volume of free- thinking philoſo- 
phy, her common: place artillery againſt 
prieſtcraft, her ſmall pop- guns of liber- 
tine wit, were thus cruſhed and ſuperſe- 
ded by the blunt honeſty of the peaſant, 
and ſhe was obliged to reſort to other 
weapons; marking the free and ingenuous 
ſpirit that diſplayed itſelf in his replies, 
ſhe ſaid, Why, Lindor, have you not 
cc heard that the great Aſſembly of the 
cc nation has decreed all the citizens to 
& be equal, and that they may all ſerve 
10 the ſtate, all equally aſpire to its dig- 

: 6 nities 
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nities and employments. Who can 
tell, if the violence of the ariſto- 


crates ſhould force us into a civil war, 


and you enliſt on the national fide, 


but that inſtead of continuing a pri- 


vate ſoldier you may in time become 
a general, perhaps commander in 
chief. God forbid,” interrupted 


the generous youth, that either ſhould 


66 


cc 


CC 
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66 


50 


44 


60 


64 


happen, that theſe ſmiling fields ſhould 
be disfigured by the ravages of war, 
or that I ſhould partake in them. 
My lot has been caſt in a happier 
ſoil; to be honeſt and induſtrious is 


my ambition, to be contented and 


cheerful my wiſh and my hope, to 
leave to my children that peace 1 
have inherited from my fathers. Who 


the great men of the ſtate are, I nei- 
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* ther know nor inquire ; provided they 
«© oppreſs not me or my neighbours, I 


c 


N 


ſhall yield them an implicit obedience, 
5 for in that obedience is my duty and 
«© my ſecurity.” —** Opprefſion !”” ſaid 
Madame Leville, happy to catch at a 
word ſhe thought ſo pat and comprehen- 
five; © oppreſſions! and where have 
greater exiſted? I ill read them to you 
all!“ — “ You may ſpare yourſelf the 
ec trouble,” ſaid Lindor; If you can- 
c not tell me how I have felt them, I 
£ ſhall not believe you; * what nation 
« has 

*The revolution of France is perhaps the firſt 
inſtance, where a people have been zalked and aurit- 
ten into a rebellion. Oppreſſions, ſuch as either af- 
fe& our prejudices or our feelings, have generally 
been the cauſes of popular reſiſtance, and that re- 


 fiſtance has exerted itſelf in ſudden inſurrections, 


or in well-concerted plans of oppoſition, © This re- 
bellion 
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«© has been happier, or, I am told, 
greater than France? even till within 
| 6 theſe 


bellion is excited by irreligion complaining of into- 
lerance, by the poverty of adventurers groaning 
under the impoſition of unequal taxes which they 
never pay, and by men of no principles contending 
againſt ſuppoſed bad ones. It is the rebellion of 


the petit maitres in the Palais royale, and not of 


France. 'The people are argued into the belief of 
grievances they do not feel ; for if they had, their 
ſenſe of them would have been diſplayed in other 
ways than by vollies of pamphlets, the ſpeeches of 
libertine wits, or the clamor of a coffee-houſe. 
The paſſions of men have uſually been the channel 
through which the underſtanding is diſturbed, here 
the underſtanding has been the inſtrument of dif- 
turbing the paſſions ; and this revolution, new in 
its nature, new in its extent, and new in its opera- 
tions, is alfo new in its object. It is a revolution 
that does not reſiſt oppreſſion, but runs wild in 
purſuit of imaginary improvement, Without cla- 
mour or inſurrection, without means or intention 
of refiſtance, as well as without complaint, the 


whole nation has ſunk under a kind of fatuitous 


and intellectual rebellion. It is a rebellion of ſen- 
| M 3 timent 
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„ theſe two years, how contented were 

% we all? we worked, and with the work 
| & of 


timent and not of grievance; it is a rebellion againſt 
the courſe of nature, and not ** the abuſe of 


government — 


It is a little ſingnlar that the revolution in Eng- 


land, which has frequently been compared with this, 


thould be ſo exactly calculated in all its points to 
contraſt the reaſon of its own conduct with the want 
of reaſon in that of its diſſimilar companion. No 
pamphlets trumpeted forth the approach of their 
deliverance, taught them what to feel, and what to 
complain of, even in the fingle one of any note pub- 


| liſhed by the Prince of Orange, from the hands of 


his pamphleteer hiſtorian, in the ſhape of a decla- 


ration, grievances are ſtated, enumerated, and offer 


themſelves for proof ; grievances that had been. 
felt and were generally reſiſted. Yet not all thoſe 
there enumerated, nor ſome that were omitted ; 
not all the violations of law and proſtitutions of au- 
thority ; not even the judicial murders of the cam- 
paigning chief juſtice, contributed ſo inſtantaneouſly. 
to rouze the reſentment of the people, as the fight 


of the ſacred miniſters of religion profaned by the 
band 
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«© of our hands maintained ourſelves 
«© and our families; we went where we 
«© pleaſed, we did as we liked, we had 
% our amuſements, and we lived in har- 
« mony together; forbidden only to 
© hurt ourſelves or our neighbours. Ter- 
c rible reverſe! “ Miſerable deluſion, 
perverſe ignorance!” cried the offen- 
ded lady; how ſordid muſt be the 
* mind that does not reliſh the anima- 
ce ting ſubject of liberty, the glorious 
« idea of general equality, the rights of 


cc 


© men, and the rights of citizens, de- 
" aden to prieſtcraſt and 2 


band of power, and the holy ſanctuary of the charh 
violated in the perſons of their biſhops, not in a cor-- 
ner, but among their temples in the ſight of the 
whole metropolis ! —Such things in the eyes of 
Frenchmen are a prejudice and a ridicule !—They 
are leſs, they are a non-entity, 
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&« an end of deſpotiſm, univerſal peace, 
co CAC IE.” 

* 


Lindor oppoſed not the torrent of her 


ſpeech, but when the lady was tired and 


her Utopian vocabulary exhauſted he 
ſaid gravely, < Do not fuppoſe me a 
& ſlave, for Frenchmen never were en- 
c ſlaved; and that I love liberty, I will 
„ ſhew you by not obeying you; that 
& I love the true equality of human na- 


ture, I ſhall prove to you by ſuppor- 


ce ting ſociety ; the rights of men, if I 
6“ underſtand them, conſiſt in the enjoy- 
« ment of happineſs; the rights of citi- 
« Zens enforce obedience to ſociety, by 
% which that happineſs is enlarged and 
« ſecured. Without prieſtcraft there 
* would be no religion; and without 
1 
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cc nobility or ſomething like it, no ho- 
« nour. Deſpotiſm never exiſted in 
« France, and univerſal peace is only to 
« -be found in Heaven. As for the reſt 
e of the jargon, I do not underſtand it; 
«© and therefore my only anſwer is, that 
„] ſhall never aſſent to what I do not 


„ comprehend.” 


Madame Leville finding that perſua- 


ſion had little effect, aſſumed a graver 
tone, and told Lindor, that if he valued 
his father's eaſe, or his continuance in the 
office of bailiff, he would no longer aſ- 
fert ſuch monſtrous opinions. Lindor 
replied with ſome warmth, that « that 
« was the firſt time he had been perſe- 
c cuted into an opinion, that he diſdai- 
<« ned ſuch. pitiful violence, and would 
| "Ws. 


© not 
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250 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
not have borne it even from his King, 
much leſs from the friend of the peo- 
ple.“ * When ſhe found that terror 
failed as well as perſuaſion, ſhe put on an 
air of tenderneſs, and whether fincere or 
not, we leave to the conjecture of the 
reader, (for theſe philoſophers are apr 
now and then to be human creatures)- 
this freedom loving wife actually preten- 


ded an affection for this ſpirited. youth of 


* This and other paſſages of the like kind may 
prove to us, what indeed common reflection would 
do as well, that. refiſtance agamſt oppreſſion is im-- 
planted in our very nature, ſticks to our laſt ſand,. 
and is to be found in every ſituation of life, even. 
under the extremeſt deſpotiſm—The injuries of 
oppreſſion, as oppoſed to the intereſts of obedience,. 
have ever conſtituted the only ſubject of actual diſ-- 
pute, however much the motives by which refiſt-- 
ance has been occaſioned or vindicated, may have 
been diverſified. 

four 
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four and twenty. Placing her white 


ſickled fingers, ſomewhat yellowed with 


nervous diforders and with the uſe of forty 


years, upon his hard and robuſt hand, 
ſhe fondly ſaid, Will the pride of the 


cc 
ce 
cc 
c 
cc 
ce 
40 
cc 
ce 
cc 
66 
T 


cc 


village deſert us? Will he who excels 
in all games and ſports, ſtop ſhort in 
the race of freedom. It 1s not the 


firſt time that love has thrown patrio- 


tiſm into filken chains, and I fear Lin- 
dor is at leaſt a ſiave to ſome girl of 
the village, perhaps the niece of Ma- 
ricour ! Surely you will expect ſome- 
thing better than that rude ignorant ! 
how will ſhe taſte the delightful ſenſi- 
bilities of that tender paſſion, bred up 
as ſhe has been in the fields and in a 


cottage? — “ Madam,” ſaid Lindor, 


breaking from her, and returning her 


M 6 leer 
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leer with a diſdainful ſmile, “ I did not 
* come here to make a confeſſion, and 
* las little expected to find your equals. 
ec of the cottage treated with contempt ; 
* equals, did I ſay ? pardon. me, Ade- 
cc laide! — It is true, that I am a 
6 ſlave, and rejoice in my ſlavery, ſince 
« ] would rather be a ſlave to one, than 
&« ſervant to hundreds, as I fear ſome 
ec are.” Saying this with an indignation 
that her ill- timed alluſion muſt excuſe, 
he flung himſelf out of the room, and 
| left the village demagogue to enjoy by 
herſelf all the mortification of diſap- 
pointed vanity. | 


The next morning had long been fix- 
ed upon as a time of unportant buſineſs, 
important to the village, important to 

the 
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the nation ; for it amounted to no leſs 
than a general meeting of the villagers, * 
for the purpoſe of ratifying the national 
reſolutions of freedom, of {wearing fide- 
lity to the laws that are to be, and of 
forming a general aſſociation among the 
diſunited inhabitants. The ceremony 
was not rendered the leſs auguſt, that 
Madame Leville herſelf propoſed to 
take the oaths, and under the diſguiſe of 


VV T have taken no notice of the name of the pre» 
ſent diviſion, in which this village may be claſſed, 
called a municipality, becauſe the reader will ſee 


that it was unknown in its extent, even to the inha- 


bitants themſelves, and becauſe, though the Na- 
tional Aſſembly have taken a moſt ſtudious care 
of numbers and ſize, of quantity and admeaſure- 
ment, they ſeem to have made no proviſion for 
time, and even at this moment ſuch diviſions as 
theſe may be diſſolving away like the baſeleſs fabric 
of a dream, or the ſtill leſs ſtable fabric of ſome 
new ſpeculation, =» 

ſub- 
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ſubmiſſion to the law, rob her king of 
the ſovereignty of one town in his domi- 
nions. 


A field not far from the church was 
felected for the place of ceremony, and 
reſembled in all points, though on a 
fmaller ſcale, the Champ de Mars at Pa- 
ris upon the general day of national con- 
federation. Madame Leville, with a 
troop of village girls, dreſſed in white, 
fhe in muſlin and the reſt in linen, had 
long aſſiſted in completing the prepara- 
tions; ſome uſed ſpades, and others 
rakes, but the lady herſelf laboured in 
the patriotic vineyard with a mahogany 
wheelbarrow, well ſtuffed on the handles 
with cotton, and carefully ſuited to the 


delicacy of her frame. The novelty of 
the 


W FF 
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the ſight leſſened the weight of their la- 
bour, and threw an air of levity over the 
ſerious gloom of their occupation. The 
whole being completed the morning of 
this auſpicious day was uſhered in by 
the ringing of the village bells. The 
youth who were employed in that ſer- 
vice, ran to it with great alacrity, but 
were ſurprized to find that it had become 
a labour, and that the ſame pleaſure did 
not continue to animate their exertions, 
as when they formerly celebrated the 
marriages of each other, the feſtivals of 
their ſaints, the return of the ſeigneur, 
or the reſt of their ſimple holidays. 
From thence they repaired to the am- 
phitheatre. It ſoon became crowded, 
ſcarce a living creature was abſent, but 
Maricour and the Prieur. The different 


= 


2 Ave 
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avenues were ornamented with flowers 
formed into various devices. The men 
and the women, excepting the Milice, 
fat promiſcuouſly together ; the women 
with garlands, the men with pitch- 
forks, and other implements of rural 
hoſtility ; weapons, with which they had 
long waged ſucceſsful war upon their 
ſtubborn fields 


This motley union of the innocence 
of a fete, with the ſavageneſs of an un- 
diſciplined camp, this ſtrange mixture of 
ſimplicity and deſign, of gaiety and ſtern- 
neſs ; this new coalition of ancient hap- 
pineſs with modern miſery, altogether 
compoſed a ſpectacle worthy of the wild, 
| unintelligible, and heterogeneous ideas 
that animated their minds ; for a time 

the 
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the ancient character of the country pre- 
yailed. They danced, they ſung, they 
laughed, they were merry. A trumpet 
ſounded, and all was huſhed. There 
appeared in fight the Milice. Stalking 
proudly in military array they perform- 
ed, or attempted to perform, an evolu- 
tion, ſuch as might enable them to take 
in two bodies—the feats that were allot- 
ted to them. When this arduous enter- 
prize was accompliſhed, and while the 
whole aſſembly was yet ſtanding in eager 
expectation of they knew not what, Ma- 
dame Leville advanced; ſhe was pre- 
ceded by a black ſervant blowing a 
French horn, then Simon and two other 
ſervants, after them came her huſband 
bearing the oath, laſt of all, the lady her- 
{elf followed by her maids. Her eyes 


half 
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half ſhut, bending her head towards the 


ground, and her knees faultering, ſhe 


came forward with a flow and languid 
ſtep. On each fide ſhe gently uplifted 
her downcaſt head as ſhe paſſed through 
the midſt, and ſeemed to incline it again 
in ſilent adoration. At length, being ar- 
rived at her ſeat, her huſband gave her 
the oath ; and ſhe repeated with a flow 
and pauſing tone, the teſtimony of her 


fidelity to the nation, the law, and the 
king. At each ſtop, the gazing multi- 


tude, yet unfatigued and freſh in their 
attention, ſent forth a hideous ſhout of 
applauſe from every quarter; but the 
noiſe of the children was moſt predomi- 
nant. _ 
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It was propoſed, that the men ſhould 
be permitted to have the honour of kif- 


fing the hand of their great and patriotic 


miſtreſs. The artful Antoine, who was 
near her, proteſted, that if ſuch a wo- 
man could be their queen, he hoped the 
Salique law might go with the reſt. 
The lady ſmiled, but gently rebuked 
him for his diſreſpect to that wiſe and ſa- 
Jutary law. A difficulty now enſued ; 
it was neceſſary that this, which they all 
ſaw would be the moſt intereſting obje& 
of the whole, ſhould be performed in 
ſuch a manner as to be ſeen by every 
perſon preſent; and Madame Leville, 


who greatly proteſted againſt the inde- 


cency and impropriety of the. propoſal, 
had no defire to decline its being as pub- 
lic as poſſible, adding with great judge- 
| ment, 
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ment, that as what they did would be a 
pattern to the reſt of the villages, nothing 
ought to be concealed. She was, there- 
fore, to be mounted in a chair on the 
ſhoulders of two of the peaſants. Many 
of them crowded to her with great impa- 
tience to arrive at that high honour, but, 
of her own accord, ſhe named Lindor 
to be one of them. Lindor had been a 
ſpectator of the whole from the begin- 
ning. He had not, indeed, joined his 
fellow ſoldiers in the morning, but min- 
gled with che old people and the women 
in the crowd, looking with ſilent aſtoniſh- 
ment and difguſt at their proceedings. 
His abſence in the field had not been 
unnoticed, and he was already fingled 
out as an obje& of general ſuſpicion. 
His anſwer to this diſtinguiſhed offer was 

| impa- 
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mpatiently expected, he as impatiently 
deſired to be excuſed, and returned to his 
contemptuous ſilence. A buſtling mur- 
mur of inquiry and cenſure ran through- 


out the crowd, till Madame Leville, 


piqued at his refuſal, reſigned herſelf to 
another. Courteous ſmiles and leering 


affability, graced this majeſtic ceremony, 
The peaſants ſimpered at its novelty, 


the girls laughed at its oddity, while the 


huſband, unnoticed by the crowd and 


unobſerved, looked up to the command- 


ing virtues of his wife, with an awe he 


was ſomewhat accuſtomed to. 


This ended, the Levilles, who were 
proteſtants, quitted the ground, and the 
villagers proceeded to the buſineſs of the 
day. There was time now to attend to 


their 
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their devotions elſewhere, and the ſer. 
vices of the church began to be conſi- 
dered. The colours of the Milice were 
conſecrated amidſt the loud huzzas of 
the mob, by a young cure of a neigh- 
bouring pariſh ; for the prieur had reſiſted 
all their importunity, and notwithſtand- 
ing his avowed principles, the village 
reverencing his piety, had anxiouſly ſo- 
licited him in vain. The long conti- 
nued and greatly diverſified applauſe that 
accompanied this ceremony, having at 
laſt ſubſided, the newly elected mayor 
took his ſeat, and Antoine officiated on 
one fide of him as clerk, a diſtinction he 
held himſelf intitled to from his profel- 
fion. A ſingular impediment aroſe at 
the outſet, The National Aſſembly had 
new arranged the kingdom, and no man 


9 could 
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could tell what diſtrict they were in. 
One fancied it was this, another held it 


to be that, and all agreed it was not 
what it was. 


The preſident read the firſt refoluion 
with great lenny 


* That all men were born equally.” 


A truth, he ſaid, moſt evident from 
the organization of human nature. As 
a conſequence, he propoſed, 


{© That there ſhould be no difference 
© of rank or property.” | 


Here Antoine interrupted him, and 
hiſpered, that the laſt word had been 
9 ſtruck 
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ſtruck through with a pen, by order of 
Monſieur Leville, and with that correc- 
tion the reſolution paſſed. 


The next reſolution likewiſe paſſed 
without notice. 


© That the mind ſhould no longer be 
&* ſhackled by ſuperſtition, or the body 


by impriſonment.” 
The preſident then propoſed, that 


4 Every thing that had paſſed in 
France for the laſt five hundred years 
„ ſhould be conſigned to eternal obli- 


6 yion.” 


Upon this reſolution being read by the 


clerk, a venerable old farmer, of a tall 
and 
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and erect figure, with an open and manly 


countenance, his ſilver hairs ſkirting a 
bald and weather-beaten head, aroſe and 
drew -upon himſelf the attention of the 
aſſembly. He thus addreſſed them, 
« Old as I am, I am not ſo old as to 
c ſuppoſe that improvement is impoſſible, 
and that paſt time is incapable of be- 
ing exceeded; but neither am I ſo 


« young as fooliſhly to give up all the 
years of my former life as diſgraceful 


and uſeleſs to myſelf or others, to ſay 


nothing of the ingratitude to thoſe who 


© have gone before me. I came here 
« for the purpoſe of future improvement, 
1 not to condemn what is paſt; as to 
« that, the happineſs which J have ex- 
* perienced for more than fifty years, 
would, of itſelf, prevent me from ſub- 

N 6 ſcribing 
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e ſcribing to a falſchood, if I did not 


cc conclude likewiſe, that to divide the 
& preſent from the paſt, the old from the 
cc young, hope from experience, is to in- 


ec troduce confuſion inſtead of amend- 


cc ment. But why do we thus miſpend 


& our time in frivolous affertions that lead 
20 nothing? Why puzzle our under- 
£ ſtandings with repeating a jargon that 
belongs to the great and the learned? 
„Men whoſe minds are exerciſed in the 
„ {ame way our hands are, only changing 
ce the opinions for the wants of mankind. 
ce I, wholivealaborious life upon my farm, 
60 and attend to that only, and the care of 
* my family, do little underſtand what 
c the meaning of all this is. If I had 
«© known as much as ] do now, I ſhould 
& not have been moved from my daily 

«© employ- 
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e employments. I might have whiſtled 
ce in my own fields as well and with leſs 
* crowd. This noiſe about reformation, 
< confined itſelf, as I gueſſed, to our 
&« own pariſh, and to our own wants. 
« Some project in cultivation, ſome plan 
* of improving our farms, or of edu- 
* cating our children in the way they 
sought to go. It was my wiſh to have 
40 prevented their abſenting themſelves 
from church, as they have lately done, 
1e and forgetting their Maker; to have 
& recalled our good ſeignieur, whoſe ab- 
e ſence has been the cauſe of ſo much 
ce. miſchief among us. Theſe were part 
<« of my wiſhes, and I fooliſhly ſuppoſed 
© were thoſe of others; but as I do not 
feel myſelf capable of governing a 
Kingdom, I ſhall go back to my farm, 
N 2 6e which, 
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0 which, with my wife and children, are 
* enough for me.” As he ſat down 
a profound filence followed him. On 
the other ſide of the aſſembly aroſe 
Monſieur L'*Abbe, the domeſtic tutor of 
the Leville family. His buſhy hair was 
well powdered, and a purple coat hang- 
ing over his black ſatin waiſtcoat and 
breeches, well befitted the jaunty air of 
his addreſs; rapping his ſnuff-box, and 
calmly taking a pinch or two, he thus be- 
gan, Mr. Preſident, before I anſwer 
« that part of the honourable member's 


« ſpeech, with which he concluded, per- 


« mit me to ſay a few words on the ex- 
c cellence of human nature, a truth he 
« does not ſeem to be acquainted with. 


© The great objection to our plan, as 


« ſtarted by the ignorant, is, that we pre- 


ce {ume 
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cc ſume a perfection in the conduct of 
* mankind, and regulate it accordingly; 
c that we deſpiſe the motives and re- 
ce wards, overlook the paſſions and foi- 


c bles, the weakneſſes and vices that have 


« hitherto pretty generally prevailed ;— 
© Good God! how diſgraceful to the 


5e pride of man ! Is there any one here 


e who doubts the perfection of our na- 


cc ture, let him look at that wonderful pro- 
e digy, that has appeared among us, that 
ce angel in a female ſhape,” (part of the 


crowd miſled bythe vehemence of his geſ- 


ture, looked round to ſee if there was an 
angel, but not finding one they turned 
round again) I mean, ſaid he, the wife 
« of Leville!- (Antoine and Simon ſhout- 
ed, but the ſhout was feebly ſupported) 
* What are all your boaſted females of paſt 

"Ma. time, 
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© time, when compared with the Ele ve 
of Rouſſeau, the diſciple of Voltaire! 
«© Your Madame de Sevigne, your Ma- 
« dame de Maintenon, and the long liſt 
* that hiſtory is ſo proud of? As well 
might you compare the Marechal de 
« Turenne with Monſieur de la Fayette, 
* and all the councils of France with 
< the preſent ſingle council of French- 
« men!” Finding that applauſe but 
faintly followed him, he, with a rapidity 
not yet repealed in Frauce, went off ab- 
ruptly to another ſubject. But what 
ce the old man concluded with, I much 
« applaud, and will ſecond him in. This 
“% pariſh has been ſtrangely neglected 
* from the earlieſt time. It has had no 
*« conſtitution, no aſſembly, no executive 
ce power, The People, diſunited among 
bo them- 
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cc themſelves, have been parcelled out by 


e the ſtrong arm of deſpotiſm into their 
66 different fields, and are condemned 
«to huſbandry, inſtead of meeting to- 


cc gether 1 in the glorious employment of 
„ legiſlation! The time is favorable, 


C let us ſeize it. The Levilles will pro- 
« tec us, and here in their names do I 
« lay the firſt ſtone of our new conſtitu- 
ce tion !”—Repeated burſts of applauſe 
followed him, and the people ſhouted 
with one voice, Nous voulons une con- 
cc fitution! Nous voulons une conflitution !* 


As ſoon as the riot was appeaſed, the old 


farmer looking ſternly round him, arole, 
and walked indignantly away, no one 


daring to interrupt him : ſo much did 


they either reſpect his age, or apprehend 
his wiſdom, 
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The next reſolution they came to re- 
ſpected tithes and the management. of 


the Church.* Theſe and ſeveral others 


paſſed without notice, till they came to 
one that propoſed to-burn all the records 
and papers belonging to the pariſh, 
This was one of the very few of the reſo- 
lutions that had been previouſly talked 
about in the village, and was generally 
underſtocd. The women oppoſed it with 
great vehemence ; the men ſeconded it 
with equal zeal: for both fides concluded 
that their marriages would be diſſolved 


* Tf the reader ſhould wiſh to be acquainted 


with the purport of theſe reſolutions, he is referred 


to thoſe that have lately appeared in the public 
prints, as reſolved upon by a general meeting at 
Nantz, and which are nearly fimilar to them; Tt 
is needleſs to ſay that the meeting at Ermonville 
preceded in point of time, that held at Nantz. 


with 
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with the papers that recorded them. 

The confuſion was great. An univerſal 

uproar threatened the diſſolution of the 

meeting, which was at laft appeaſed by 

the preſident's declaring, that he had 
received a command from Madame 

Leville, to poſtpone the conſideration. 
of this reſolution to a future time.. 


An awful ſilence, and ſome little whiſ- 


pering between the clerk and the preſi- 

dent, announced the introduction of an 

important reſolution, and it was formally . 
propoſed, That the caſtle belonging 

«to the Marquis d' Antin, ſhould be 

« declared forfeited to the village, and 
** ſhould. ſerve as a. place of meeting, 

* both for the general aſſemblies and 

the committees.” 
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Lindor had till now been ſilent, 
though his occupied attention, and the 
various emotions that difplayed them- 
ſelves on his intereſting countenance, 
beſpoke him no anconcerned ſpectator 
of what was paſſing. While reſolutions, 
which he underſtood not, or which ap- 


peared to him to be of no real conſe- 


quence, were adopted by the aſſembly, 
he reviewed them with a contemptuous 


{mile ; when others were reſolved, that 
ſeemed in a degree to affect the intereſts 


of his reverend friend, the prieur, he 
muttered to thoſe about him, flight ob- 
ſervations and diſdainful farcaſms. But 
when they came to a forfeiture, and a 
forfeiture of ſuch a magnitude, from the 
friends of his Adelaide, too ! his paſſion 
roſe to a height that overpowered reſiſt- 

ance, 


LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 275 
ance, and rouzing the ſudden aftoniſh- 
ment of thoſe about him, with the vio- 
lence and rapidity of his motions, he 
flew to the foremoſt ſeat: ** Where,” 
exclaimed he aloud, © where will the 
© madneſs of this new amuſement carry 
« you! For ſurely ſuch reſolutions paſ- 

e fed by ſuch an aſſembly as this, can 

, « only be in ſport, and a mockery of 
what is ſerious! Alas, it is a cruel 
«© amuſement! But ſuppoſe you have 
* the power to execute what your head- 
„ ſtrong will determines, ſuppoſe the 
* caſtle wreſted from the hands of thoſe 
* who have had it long before the re- 
collection of the oldeſt amongſt us, 
* upon what pretence do you take it 
« from its rightful owners ? See, that in 
« aſſerting the law, you do not your- 

ni * ſelves 
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« ſelves ſet an example of breaking it. 
« For what begins in injuſtice can only 
* end in puniſhment. The laws of 
“ heaven ye cannot overturn.—It is his 
s abſence that conſtitutes the crime of 
© our Marquis! Did we not force him 
* to it? What diſreſpect, what con- 
ce tumely, what diſobedience, did you 
e not inſult him with before his depar- 
tc ture? And are you ſure that they who 
do not heſitate to ſeize his houſe; 
« would long have ſcrupled to take his 
« life? Is it his oppoſition to our plans 
ce that conſtitutes his crime, and is it part 
of your new liberty to deprive others 
<« of that freedom of opinion which you 
« aſſume ſo liberally for yourſelves > 
c“ Does the liberty you boaſt of conſiſt in 


H enſlaving others? I know too well the 


& real 
I 11 5 
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c real cauſe of it. The Levilles ſicken 
« at the idea of a rival: they ſeek to 
ce reign alone, and to deſtroy even the 
memory of a ſuperior. Such is the 
« equality of their generous ambition! 
„The beſt excuſe you have, is to ſay 
„ boldly, that as you have long ſince 
* wreſted the poſſeſſion from its rightful 
« owner, the ſeizure of the property is 
no injury, becauſe it is no loſs. Such 
« a deed is well worthy of fuch an ex- 
© cuſe; but is the memory of all good 
« actions exploded with the memory of 
cc all good men? Do ve live without 
66 honeſty, as without law? And are our 
“ conſciences diſmiſſed with our courts 
4 of juſtice? I will not believe it. Con- 
* tradict me, my. countrymen ; liſten 
© once more to the ſalutary leſſons you 
«© have 
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ic have formerly heard from our good 
cc prieur. Are there any of us here 
© who have not {ſhared the bounty he 


COR OS. tak = hed ne. | 24S. : > 


« has diſtributed ? Are there any poor 
&« he has not relieved ? Have any been 
« fick—and has he not attended them? 
«© Were they young, have not even his 
« puniſhments been kind, his leſſons 
& inſtructive, and is not his life an ex- 
% ample for the lives of all? Shall ſuch 
« a man be ſacrificed to that pragmati- 
ec cal coxcomb ?” (ſtretching out his arm 
towards the abbe) “ Or ſhall the Mar- 
quis be diſplaced to make way for the 
« wife of Monſieur Leville ?” 


The ſurprize occaſioned by this ra- 
pid harangue for a time overcame the 
reſiſtance of the reſt ; ſome felt it and 

ap 
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applauded, while all the women gra- 
ced the courage of the generous youth 


with their genuine - acclamations. His 


ſpeech was interrupted by ſhouts and 
hiſſes. He till perſiſted, dirt and ſtones 
were thrown upon him, and the crowd 
flew from him on every fide 'to ſave 


themſelves. At laſt a few of the Milice 
bolder than the reſt affailed him. A ge- 
neral tumult enſued the women inter- 
fered, ſome by their ſhrieks and ſome by 


their exertions, to defend him. He re- 
fiſted for a while againſt the numbers 
that encompaſſed him, but finding that 
they gained ground, he was obliged to 
fly. Exaſperated by the blows he had 


given them, and mad with enthuſiaſm, 


they purſued him. A flying kirmiſh 
took place with various ſucceſs though 


with. 
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280 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE; 
with unequal force. Tired and exhauſ. 
ted, bruiſed in many places, he at length 
fell with mere fatigue, and while on the 
ground received a-wound in his fide from 
the pitchfork of one of the enraged mul. 
titude, whoſe face bore the marks of vi- 
olent blows as well as of violent reſent- 
ment. Adelaide had been a witneſs to 
the whole ſcene. While he was. ſpea- 
king, her admiration of his virtue made 
her forget the danger of his ſituation ; 
but when ſhe ſaw him attacked by the 
mob, apprehenſion came upon her with 
double force. She called on all around 
her, ſhe called on God, to. prote& him. 
She ran up to his father, claſped him by 
che knees, and implored him to interfere. 
The ſtern patriot puſhed her from him.— 
Finding all. her efforts in vain, ſhe pur- 
ſued 
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ſued the miſerable fugitive, and overtook . 
him juſt as he ſunk under his fati gue. 
She preſſed to ſee him. The crowd that 
ſurrounded beat and buffeted her back, 
while ſhe running about in wild diſorder, 
filled the air with unavailing lamentation. 
The mob, ſatiated with revenge, began 
to quit this miſerable ſcene, and Ade- 
aide perceiving an open ſpace, ruſhed 
into the arms of the unhappy Lindor. 
For a few moments her ſwelling breaſt. 
prevented her utterance, and her tears 
were a relief. Cold and languid, Lindor 
looked ſtedfaſtly upon her, and preſſing 
her hand in his, whiſpered out in broken 
and feeble accents, My deareſt Ade- 
&« laide! all is over; the hand of death 
© 1s upon me; ſee how changed I am 
from what two ſhort hours ago I was 


«© how 
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r how unchangeable for you cheriſh 
dec my memory, but let it not prevent 
er thy bappineſs ; for even the joys of 
& Heaven will ſurely be increaſed, if 1 
“ can ſee you happy upon earth, Theſe 
'© poor people know not what they do; 
* when the Marquis returns, pray that 
cc he may pardon them 3 tell him, it 
©* was my wiſh, Lindor's dying wiſh— 
rc will you remember me? I am ſure 
& you will, for when ſhould I have for- 
< got you? loyal to my king, faithful 
« to my God, ſhould I not have been 
< affectionate to my wife ?”—His pain 
increaſed, and complaining of ſome in- 
ward bruiſe, he breathed out, „tell Ma- 
& ricour, I love her,—tell our good prieur 


© to pray for me and pardon me. My 
& death will atone for my fins.”—** So 
| - St 
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ce it ſhall,” ſaid a deſperate ruffian who 
ſtood near, and kicked him on the ſide: 
with that blow Lindor made one more 
exertion, fell back, and expired. An- 
toine, who had juſt come up, ſeized 
upon Adelaide, as ſhe was lying pale 


and breathleſs on the ground, and carried 


her in that ſtate to Maricour's cottage, 
which was not far off. 


When Antoine arrived at che cottage, 
he found it empty; and placing his pre- 
cious charge, who was ſtill inſenſible, in 
Maricour's eaſy chair, he procured ſome 
water, and ſoon reſtored her to an ap- 
pearance of life. She ſtarted back, 


© where am I ! and who are you?“ ſhe 


cried; © T am, Antoine,” replied he, 
© the coufin of Lindor,”—*« But ah! 


© how 
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„how unlike !” was all her anſwer, ac- 
companied with a painful ſmile, that ex- 
preſſed at once a mingled ſentiment of 
fond regret and fixed averſion. For 
ſome time ſhe appeared totally inſenſible; 
when ſhe talked, her language was wild 
and incoherent, and her ſmile was the 
ſmile of madneſs. Antoine fat near her, 
and inflamed with a beauty, which her 
diforder, perhaps, increaſed in his opi- 
nion, or tempted him with an opportu- 
nity of ſoliciting, he interrupted her ſor- 
rows with proteſtations of affection; he 


told her, that death was a thing not to 
e be lamented ; that it was an unlucky 


c event, indeed, for Lindor to die be- 
c fore his country was completely reſto- 


„ freedom, but that it was un- 
« worthy of her to waſte that affection 
upon 
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« upon the dead, which ſhould be re- 
ec ſerved for the living. He proteſted, 
© he adored her, even more than his 
« own wife, though the was a woman of 
© a free and enlarged underſtanding— 
«© but what is the difference,” added he, 
© between a woman who is one's wife 
and who is not?* Can a prieſt, mutter- 


e ing. 


* It will be obſerved by the conſiderate reader, 
that many vices, among which this is one, have 
been aſcribed to the different characters here re- 
prefented, which do not ſeem to belong to the paſ- 
fions and events they are called upon by the ſtory 
to diſplay ; and that therefore ſuch imputations are 
equally contradictory to the truth of nature as to 
the ſtrict rules of critical propriety. A ſuſpicion of 
unwarrantable aſperſion, and it amounts to that, is 
ſuch as the author does not chuſe to leave without 
an anſwer to the unaſſiſted impatience of every 
reader-—The direct and poſitive evidence of hu- 
man teſtimony, notwithſtanding the feeble attempts 

| of 


is 
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«ing a few words, ſuperſede the call of 
4 paſſion or give a higher zeſt to the af. 
& fection 


of modern ſcepticiſm to weaken and undermine it, 
is with reſpect to particular facts the beſt, and, per 
haps, the only medium of concluſive proof; but in a 
general point of view, and with reſpect to the com- 
mon courſe and current of events, eſpecially where 
the actions of mankind are only copied from life, 
reaſonable probabilities deduced as the reſult of ge- 
neral ſpeculation upon the manners and ſentiments 
of the world have ever been deemed ſufficient fo 
juſtify particular aſſumptions. Thus Antoine ap- 
pears to have loſt that reverence for principle which 
ſome would call ſuperſtition, which others might 
admit to be of no poſitive value in itſelf ; and which 
the doctrines of the intended reformation are calcu- 
lated to remove, by aſſerting the reaſon of each in- 
dividual, however ignorant or unreaſonable ; and 
by diveſting them of thoſe guards which the preju- 
dices and reverential habits of old opinions had pro- 
vided for them. Left to his own reaſon, and ſpi- 
rited up to think and act for himſelf, the queſtion 
is, whether it is not more probable, that the igno- 
rant and turbulent Antoine {hould fink under his 

paaſſions, 
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cc fection of the heart? In the ** are 
& the iſſues of love, and where that leads, 
9 85 what 


paſſions, and flounder from diſorder to diſorder, 
than that he ſhould regulate his conduct agreeably 
to philoſophical reaſon ; this muſt depend in great 
meaſure on the internal ſenſe each man entertains 
of his own motives, and from a ſurvey of the gene- 
ral conduct of mankind, I leave it to the feelings 
or reflection of every individual, whether within his 
own breaſt, and within his own obſervation of 
others, he has not perceived that ſomething more 
was requiſite for the proper management of his 
conduct, than the mere knowledge of right and 
wrong; that there was a certain previous regard to 
rectitude that ſuperſeded critical confide ration and 
made virtue as it were habitual and conſtitutional. 
It has been ſaid of women, that when they hefitate 
they are undone, and J fear, without aſperſing the 
dignity of our nature, the ſame muſt be ſaid of us, 
with more ſeriouſneſs and greater truth, if every 
particular act before it is done calls forth all the 
reaſoning and conſideration that ingenuity might 
give it. This, however, ſhould be ſaid with great 
reſtriction of thoſe * whoſe minds are ſtrength- 
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6 what inſtitution of the church, what 
act of man, ſhall impede its progreſs? 
The 


ened with natural good ſenſe improved by acqui- 
red wiſdom ; but of thoſe many, who are deſtitute 
of either the one or the other, and perhaps of both, 
it applies univerſally. Now the great miſchief of 
this new ſyſtem of politics and philoſophy, which 
makes us angels in perfection, and emperors in in- 
dependence, is calculated to tear away all aſſiſtance 
from our virtue, but the dictates of mere reaſon ; 
to deſtroy the chain which habit forms between 
one principle and another, and to leave the conduct 
of individuals to their own ſolitary and unequal 
management. Whenever a ſuperſtitious reverence 


for all principle is loſt, none is ſecure. The paſſions. 


are more than a match for our reaſon, when depri- 
ved of affiſtance, and ſtripped of its outworks; 
and though we cannot ſay with certainty, that a 
murderer would alſo neceſſarily be a robber, yet 
we may fairly conclude, that a perſon who throws 
the reins over the heads of his propenſities, or at- 
tempts to guide a conduct he cannot controul, will 
follow wherever he is led. Superſtition is neceſ- 
fary, however its abuſes may have been ridiculed 

| or 


— 
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The time is paſſed „ my dear Adelaide, 
& for ſuch ſuperſtitious reſtraints, and we 
© revel in the full freedom of love, free 
* in that as in all other reſpects, Lin- 
dor, I confeſs, was a good lad, but of 


or lamented, for ſuperſtition is the love ef virtue 
without knowledge, and muſt therefore be the only 
virtue that can influence the multitude, for in them 
there is little if any true knowledge. Like all the 
other motives that influence the body of the people, 
this alſo is reſtrained by government and ſociety. 
Whenever thoſe who form the one, or who lead the 
other, are tolerably freed from its abuſes, ſuper- 


ſtition becomes properly confined to its uſeful ſta- 


tion, in directing the conduct of individuals: for- 
merly, indeed, when knowledge was little diffuſed, 
and the great men were almoſt as ignorant as the 
people, ſuperſtition diſplayed itſelf in perſecutions 
and diſorders of various kinds. Let us take care 


that the attempt to deſtroy it entirely is not as per- 


mcious as its abuſe; for in the exiſtence of Tuper- 


Aition, or, in other words, of an implicit reverence 


among the people for the cuſtoms and laws of ſoci- 
ety, confiſts the real ſecurity of every individual. 
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290 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
ec a tame and inactive ſpirit. He ſhew- 
«ed no ſymptoms of a manly under- 
ce ftanding, but bowed with implicit obe. 
cc dience to the childiſh imbecility of our 
&« old prieſt. What were the graces of 
& his body, what the activity of his 
limbs, and what even the courage of 
* his heart, if he poſſeſſed not the ſupe - 
ce rior courage of the mind, which ſha- 
<« king off the oppreſſion of antiquity, 
6 and the reſtraint of bigoted opinion, 
« dares to think and act for itſelf ? Here, 
Adelaide, you will find a ſoul worthy 
«c of your OWN. In theſe arms let the 


© memory of Lindor be buried!“ 
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While he thus with little feeling, and I h 
perhaps leſs art, was endeavouring to 


2 a green ſorrow and a rivetted th 
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affection, Adelaide was heedleſs to it 


all ; interrupting him by ſighs and ſob- 
bing, with fixed eyes, ſhe ſat regardleſs of 


his talk. Antoine interpreting this ſilence 


as favourable to himſelf, and inflamed by 


the unreſtrained impetuoſity of his paſ- 


ſion, fell on his knees before her, and at- 
tempted to kiſs her. While he addreſſed 
himſelf to her mind, his words fell with- 
out impreſſion; of perſonal violence, ſhe 
could not but be ſenſible, and with a 
quick motion ſhe puſhed him from her ; 
reſiſtance only increaſed his ardour, and 
their ſtruggles became more violent. 
Innocence armed her with ſtrength, and 


her cries ſupplied her with hope. Vain, 


however, and unequal was the conteſt, 
She ſunk lifeleſs and exhauſted upon 
the ground. Elated with his ſucceſs, 
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292 LIN DpOR AND ADELAIDE, 

the furious Antoine flew upon his de- 
voted prey, when ſuddenly, the door 
of the cottage opening, the prieur ap- 
peared in ſight! The furious declaimer 
againſt ſuperſtition, the derider of 


prieſtcraft, the contemner of religion, 


and what is more, the ſlave of his paſ. 
fions, ſunk before the appearance of an 
infirm old prieſt. Wonder not, reader, 
at his unequal victory, he had an able 
aſſiſtant in the breaſt of the offender 
himſelf. Antoine, aſtoniſhed and aſha- 
med, aroſe, while the prieur, lifting up 
his hands to heaven, ſhook his venera- 
ble head with a look of inexpreſſible 
horror. The ſcene ſoon became more 
intereſting ; Lindor's body was brought 
into the cottage by two peaſants, all pale 
and ghaſtly, covered with blood and 

din, 
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dirt, as at the moment of his death. 
Antoine, recalling his ſcattered courage, 
forced himſelf again upon the attention 


of the prieur, whoſe care, riſing indig- 
nantly from the notice of diſappointed 


guilt, was entirely engroſſed by Ade- 
laide's miſerable ſituation. * How dared 
« you,” ſaid Antoine, © leave your 
5 houfe on this joyful day, to profane 
<« it with your preſence, you ariſtocrate, 
46 you! and then, perhaps „you rejoice 
in what you have done, as I rejoice in 
* what you cannot do. No penance, 


* now, no confeſſion, no puniſnment!“ 


Stop there,” ſaid the prieur, What 


man can do, perhaps you may have 
e done, but there ſtill remains a law 


* you cannot eſcape, the law of God. 


In his fight you are an abomination, 
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* and in his hands you will ſuffer the 


++ puniſhment due to him who diſturbs 
the peace of a nation, and the peace 
« of a family!“ —“ Such was always 
your cant;” replied the inſolent An- 
toine, twenty years ago I might have 
5 ſhook with fear, but now you ſhall ſee 
“me walk out of the cottage with as 
firm a ſtep as I came into ĩt. No 
* miracle will puniſh me,. I warrant 
£ you! The prieur turned from him 
as he departed, with a look of ſilent 
contempt, and juſt as his eyes were di- 
rected to the ſpot where Adelaide was 
lying, he ſaw her ſtart up as one awaken- 
ed from a trance ſhe perceived Lin- 
dor. She ſhrieked; in an inſtant ſhe 
flew towards him, and hid her head in 
his boſom. The good prieſt endea- 
voyred 
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youred by all gentle means to force her 
from him, but ſhe was not to be moved. 
She clung round him in a tranſport of 
agony, 


It is now time to inquire after Mari- 
cour,—Almoſt as ſoon as Adelaide had 
left the cottage to join the reſt of the vil- 
lagers in the field, two ſtrangers upon 
horſeback alighted at the door. Mari- 
cour was greatly ſurprized at firſt with 
this unuſual ſight, but recollecting that 
the Marchioneſs mentioned in her letter 


the probability of an Engliſh gentleman's 
viſiting the caſtle, ſhe received them 
with great hoſpitality, not to ſay a con- 
fuſion of pleaſure. This was, indeed, 
the Engliſh gentleman accompanied by 
a Swiſs ſervant. He had taken the road 
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296 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
from Grenoble in his return from the 
{ſouth of France, and called at Ermon- 
ville, as he promiſed the Marchioneſs 
he would. Mr. M. was about thirty, 
of a pleaſing aſpe&, and animated by 
that ſpirit of openneſs and gaiety, which, 
tempered with the ſolidity of reflection, 
ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhes many of his coun- 
trymen. He had called at the village 
in his way, and was enthuſiaſtically in- 
formed by a number of perſons who ga- 
thered round his horſes, that he had a 
glorious. opportunity of ſeeing Engliſh 
freedom adopted by Frenchmen, and 
ſurpaſſing its original. Madame Leville, 
who happened to be in the town, like- 
| wiſe addreſſed him, but as he had con- 
ceived an unconquerable diſguſt (for 
which we ſhall account preſently) againſt 
the 
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the ſavage licentiouſneſs that prevailed, 
and ſaw nothing in the fade languiſhing 
and bourgeoifie beauty of the lady to de- 
tain him, he inquired for the chateau of 
the Marquis, and left them. As ſoon | 
as common civilities were over, and they 
had conceived an extremely favourable 
impreſſion for each other, Mr. M. in- 
formed Maricour, that he was in great 
haſte to return to his own country, and 
that he wiſhed to ſee the caſtle as ſoon as 
poſlible, that he might give a faithful ac- 
count of its preſent ſituation to her miſ- 
treſs. He had no ſooner intimated his 
wiſh, than the old woman hurried out, 
with the eagerneſs and activity of youth 
to gratify it. They were not long before 
they arrived. At every little diſaſter 
they met with in their way, when the 

O 5 locks 
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locks were out of order, the gates down, 
the walks broke up, or when the Engliſh 
gentleman ſeemed to be gravely ſurvey- 
ing the ruined appearance of the place, 
Maricour, jealous of her maſter's ho- 
nour, took care to inform him, how dif- 
ferent it was when the Marquis was there, 
and repeated ſome little anecdote that re- 
corded the hoſpitality and elegance 
which once belonged to this deſerted 
manſion. At length, they came to the 
fuite of apartments which the family 
themſclyes had occupied. Lofty rooms 
hung with ancient tapeſtry, and deformed 
by wide and extenſive fire-places, which 
nothing but the enlivening flame could 
render cheerful in winter, or large 
branches of flowers pleaſant in the ſum- 
mer ; but now, when left to themſelves, 


caſting 
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caſting a feeble light upon the floor, and 


admitting the wind from above, they in- 
creaſed the chilly gloom that pervaded | 


the ſolitude of the whole. 


Mr. M. here found materials for the 
indulgence of that ſoothing melancholy 
which ſometimes poſſeſſes the gaieſt of 
his countrymen, and even Maricour was 
grave, They ſtopped in one of the 
rooms to examine a magnificent ſtate 
bed, that ſeemed to be reſerved only 
to look at. The hangings round it were 
of yellow damaſk, and the creſt of the 
canopy was elevated by plumes of ſilver 
feathers; underneath it were the royal 
arms of France. The whole ſeemed diſ. 


coloured and impaired by age, nor was 


it to be wondered at, when Maricour in- 
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300 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 


formed her com panion that the ſon of 
Henri Quatre, Louis the Thirteenth, had 


ſlept there in one of the progreſſes made 
by that monarch through the ſouth of 
France, during the rebellion of the Pro- 


teſtants. Mr. M. pauſed a few moments 


to reflect upon the fudden tranſition that 
in a ſingle year had tarniſhed the honour 
and value of this illuſtrious bed, more 
than the continued decay of. a whole 
century! On one fide of the room were 
hung ſeveral pictures of the family, all 
conſiſting of men, who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the military ſervice, and 
on the other, the ladies of the family who 
were moſt remarkable for their beauty. 
The Marquis was uſed to obſerve that 
the King's bedchamber (for ſo it was al- 
ways called) could not be better graced 

or 


— 
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or better guarded, than by thoſe who 
were the defence and the ornament of 
his kingdom, and that the brave and 
good were fit to he in the ſame room 
with their ſovereign. Among the men, 
Maricour pointed out the picture in 
which her ſon was repreſented at the bat- 
tle of Quebec. The good old woman 
told the artleſs tale of her ſon's misfor- 
tune, and his maſter's kindneſs, with ſo 


much feeling, that an involuntary tear of 


compaſſion, ſuch as riſe in the heart of- 


manhood when it ſwells with ideas of 
ſympathizing pity, gliſtened in the eye of 
the Engliſhman, which he, as ſoon as he 
perceived, diſpelled, by gravely obſerv- 
ing, that ſuch ſentiments of recipro- 
“cal love and duty as were diſplayed by 


< that event, ſweetened the pleaſures of 
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even the higheſt fituation, and leſſened 
e the miſeries of the loweſt. That they 
« ere not to be produced by cold and 
« artificial reaſoning, but were the re- 
« ſult of the unequal condition of man- 
« kind, which enables the generoſity of 
one to call forth the gratitude of ano- 


tc ther, and binds them together by mu- 


5e tual obligations.” Maricour exclaim- 
ed, „Grateful! he would have died 
6 for his maſter.” “ Ves, ſaid Mr. 
M. „ but if he had received only his 
* wages, and had been treated merely as 
« a ſervant, he would have obeyed him 
6 as one, but that would have been all; 
„ his ſervice, though rational, would 
„„ have been a burden !*?—*© A bur- 
« den!” cried Maricour, He was ne- 
ver happy but when employed by his 

„ maſter, 
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{© maſter; had he lived now, he would 
« have been a dreadful ariſtocrate! 
They paſſed on to the Marchionels's 
dreſſing room. As Maricour was turn- 
ing the lock, ſhe proteſted ſhe had ne- 
ver dared to peep into it ſince her miſ- 
treſs left them, and the diſpoſition of the 
furniture verified her aſſertion, It was 
the only room in the houſe fitted up 


agreeably to the modern taſte, and was 
principally inhabited by the family. : 


Every thing in 1t remained as they were 


left. The piano forte was ſcarcely ſhut, 


the muſic books laid about as if they 
were every day in conſtant uſe, even the 
playthings of the children were found 
in playful diforder; and ſuch was the hur- 
ry of the Marquis's departure, that the 


room appeared to have loſt its inhabi- 


tants 
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504 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
tants only for a night, a long and miſe- 
ferable night ! If the Engliſhman felt a 


grave ſenſibility for the neglected cham- 
bers of ſtate he had paſſed through, the 


idea of domeſtic uneaſineſs pierced near- 


er his heart, when he reflected on the 
diſtant ſeparation impoſed upon this un- 


happy family from every comfort they had 


formerly. enjoyed. Here Maricour and 
her gueſt reſted. Mr. M. was employ- 
ed in admiring ſome wreaths of. flowers 
with which the Marchioneſs herſelf had 
decorated the fides of this little elegant 
dreſſing room, and when his diſcerning 
eye had done juſtice to the taſte of her 
who fancied them,. he ſurveyed the diſ- 
tant country, which from the windows 


of this apartment afforded a proſpect of 
great rural beauty. Maricour, tired 


with 
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with a filence, ſhe had not equal means 
of diverting with her companion, brought 
out a book from one of the bookcaſes, 
that the Marchioneſs conſtantly kept by 
her, in her own hand writing, which 
contained the names of thoſe villagers 
who were principally protected by the 
family, or were connected with it. Their 
ages, children, and employments, were 
enumerated, and ſuch ſmall ſums ſet 
againſt their names as were neceſſary for 
their occaſional relief. Their marriages 


* It is obſerveable, that before the preſent re- 
volution, there was no poor's rate or tax of that 
kind in France —a tax that in England amounts 
to more than the revenues of any kingdom of Eu- 
rope excepting France and Spain. The poor were 
ſupported by the land- owners and the eccleſiaſtics; 
the ſeigneurs and the prieſts. The eſtates of the 


one have been confiſcated, the dignity of the other 


is aboliſhed. 
like- 
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306 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 

likewiſe were mentioned, and the man- 
ner of their proceſſions regulated. Mr. 
M. ran over this little record book of 


| charity with pleaſure, and aſked, whether 


Madame Leville kept one of the ſame 
kind.“ No, no,” ſaid he, her book, 
c“ J will anſwer for it, is an Abrege of 
* Rouſſeau—ſplendid ſentences, verboſe 


& charities, elegant benevolence, com- 


e mon place generalities of pity, fine 
ec writing but nothing done. Oh, how 
* a ſingle act of real feeling outweighs 


_ © volumes of talking ſenſibility !”— 


Maricour, encouraged by this excla- 
mation, begged to know whether the 
Marquis and his family were not very 
much beloved and admired in England. 
He anſwered, ** They certainly are; we 


* conſider them as patterns of the old 
« French 
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French nobility, and no character is 
more reſpected with us, than a Cheva- 
lier preux et galant. We do not hate 
our ſuperiors, becauſe they are ſuch ; 
on the contrary, their ſuperiority in- 
e creaſes our attachment for them, when 
they are animated by qualities that be- 
te Jong to-their ſtation in life. A gen- lll 
e tleman is a proud title in England, and : 1 ll 
your friends are gentlemen by birth A 
and in their own perſons ; a diſtinction 
© above the power of a National Aſſem- 
* bly to give or to deſtroy,” 


Maricour felt proud of this flattering 
elogium on her friends, and with ſome 
heſitation made a ſecond requeſt, that | i 
ſhe might be informed what the Engliſh ll 
in general thought would be the probable 9 

end il 
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308 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 
end of theſe diſturbances ; “ for,” added 
ſhe with innocent flattery, ** the viſeſt 
% people in the world can hardly be de- 


© ceived, and ſuch I have often heard 


my maſter the Marquis call them.” — 
6e In applying to me, Maricour,” ſaid 
Mr. M. „you apply to a perſon whoſe 
mind is ſomewhat prejudiced upon the 
5 ſubject; but it is a prejudice not con- 
& ceived lightly, or from opinions of my 
* own, but ariſes out of the ſubject itſelf, 
and ſhould therefore be called con- 


5 viction rather than prejudice. You 


* muſt know, it is only three days ſince 
5 I quitted a town polluted with inno- 
cc cent blood; blood ſhed before my 
& eyes in cool deliberation and without 
&« paſſion : my mind ſickens at the re- 
<« collection of it, and I dread to look 
TT, back 
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c back on a ſcene of ſo much horror and 
60 affliction, for the victim was innocent, 
% gentleman and a man of honour: 
«© he was, beſides, my friend. You may 
c probably have heard that the Viſ- 
compte De B. the Lieutenant Gover- 
© nor of Marſeilles, was lately torn to 
pieces by the mob. I ſupped with 


© him the night before: we fat up late, 


« we revelled in all the luxury of cheer- 
« ful and unreſerved converſation. T 
* went home to ſleep, ſoothed by the 
ce pleaſing proſpect of a long continuing 
* friendſhip. I admired his talents ; 1 
loved his open confidence; I hoped to 
improve upon his good opinion, and 


* to ſhew myſelf worthy of ſo much 


* merit. The next morning, when 1 
left my lodging, the firſt object I ſaw 


© was 
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& was the head of my friend, ſtreaming 


cc with blood and disfigured by blows, 
& borne upon a pole and carried in bar. 


c barous triumph by a long train of fu- 
c rious and inſolent rabble ; their bar- 
& barous purpoſe was written in cha- 
& racters too legible. Gueſs, then, with 


ee what rapidity I left a place ſtained with 


& the blood of innocence and honour, 


ce and with how little approbation I re. 


cc flect upon plans which as yet have 
& produced only ſcenes ſimilar to this. 
« My countrymen are too wiſe to form 


ce à decided opinion upon a ſubject which 


« ſtands aloof from the experience of 


© mankind, and which boaſts of perfect 
cc excellence as well as of perfect novelty. 


c Strange and new, indeed, it is, that 


ic excellence ſhould be found in hoſtility 
| c with- 


| 
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«© without oppoſition, in cruelty without 
* provocation, in revenge without op- 
« preſſion, in puniſhment without guilt. 
And let any man ſurvey the hiſtory of 
„ theſe events as far as they have pro- 
e ceeded, will he not find that no parti- 
« cular acts of miſgovernment are either 
* proved or even alledged ? that no actual 
© oppoſition has been given to the pro- 


« greſs of theſe new plans? that no ſeve- 


c rities were exerciſed upon the people 
by the abuſe of individuals, and no 


«crimes even ſtated to be committed, 


except ſuch as aroſe from the duty and 
e ſituation, not the depravity of theſuf- 
e ferers ? Yet how has the madneſs of 
© the people wantoned itſelf on thoſe 
© whoſe riches were their only crime; 
© how have the officers of the crown been 
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& martyred for their obedience ; and 


© how often has the military ardour of 
& the mob diſplayed its proweſs upon de. 
c ſerted manſions and well-ſtored grana- 


& ries ! Such have been the effects of 


& the preſent revolution hitherto. But, 


& perhaps, it will be ſaid, theſe are only 


ce the means of accompliſhing what in the 


© end promiſes to inſure perfect liberty 
ce to the ſtate, and perfect happineſs to 
& ſociety. Ineſtimable novelty ! Liberty 
c js to be procured by the abolition of 
cc law, and ſociety is to be improved by 
ce the diſſolution of order. The people 
ec are to begin the work of government 
© anew. Their laws and their cuſtoms 
ce are to be perfected by one breath of 
cc modern wiſdom; like Minerva armed 
<c caþ-a-pie and ful] grown at once out of 
« the 
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cc the head of a Jupiter. Diſtinctions 
« are aboliſhed, degrees are levelled, 
c and a whole body of eſtabliſhed nobi- 
ce lity is to be exchanged for another, 
ce whoſe ſole pretenſion to preference 
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c conſiſts in their own aſſertion. Amurath 
„ ſucceeds Amurath, the tyrant is chan-/ 
* ged but the tyranny continues. Happy 
period! Our forefathers fooliſhly ima- 
ec gined that mankind had dwindled, 
were dwindling, and would continue 
© todwindle from the ſublimity of their 


« pigantic original into the puny inſigni- 
* ficance of a pigmy ate. Vain were 
e their fears! The imperfection of man 
«© caſts off the droſs of his nature; man- 
« kind need not ſociety, ſociety needs 
not government, or if it does, a theo- 

_ © cracy, where every individual is a god, 
P & ſpreads 
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6 ſpreads like a new revelation from the 
*« divine excellence of the National Aſ- 
* ſembly. Come, Maricour, I will 
«© ſpare your ears the ſound of things im- 


£ pervious to their organs, or myſelf the 


pain of wandering through a labyrinth 


of new ideas hitherto untrod by human 
5 footſteps. You ſaid, we were wiſe in 
« England. I confeſs, I was not ſo ſure 
“of it, till I found with what prudent 
«and happy negle& we prohibited the 
6 importation of theſe unfortunate and 
« delirious phantaſies.“ 


& Would to God,” ſaid Maricour, 
ce you had been a Frenchman, and then, 
perhaps, my countrymen might have 
© continued ſuch themſelves.” So rea- 
dily do we believe what we wiſh, and fo 

OO eaſily 
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eafily lend an importance to thoſe we re- 
gard. T he day evidently declining, re- 
minded them of returning; and they 
agreed to complete their viſit to the caſtle 
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next morning. . As they went out toge- 
ther, the Engliſh gentleman bid Mari- 
cour recollect that ſhe had left many of 
the doors behind her unlocked. Oh,” 
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fad ſhe, © it will detain us too long, 
é and I am half tired already; beſides, 
e when we get home, we ſhall find our 
« Adelaide there, and ſhe ſhall do it for 
me. Our Adelaide! the lively crea- 
© ture! ſhe is the Marchioneſs's gods 
daughter; and though a grand-child 
* of mine, worthy to be acknowledged 
* by any mother in the kingdom. Diſ- 
*Creet, cheerful, engaging, and not 
ugly, I aſſure you. It is lucky I men- 
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316 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, 

& tioned her. She is juſt now preſſed 
& to marry by a young man of the vil- 
ec lage, equally worthy with herſelf. 
Their hearts are married already. They 
ce have but one wiſh, one care, one hap- 


© pineſs, one ſoul, between them. My 


© conſent has been given as ſoon as 


c aſked; and they wait only for that of 


& her kind miſtreſs, who would be angry 
c if we did not conſult her in the deftiny 
« of her god-daughter. Might we 
ce trouble you, Sir, at your return, to ſoli- 
e cit it? We ſhould value it the more, 
« if ſanctioned with your interference. 
When we get to the cottage, and it 1s 
& not far off, you ſhall ſee, and judge 
& for yourſelf. Old age is liable to miſ- 
ce take, and affection is partial; yet, 
© though 1 feel both, I cannot feel it 
60 pol- 
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«« poſſible for me to be miſtaken in 
« this,” | 


Thus Maricour cheated the tediouſ- 
neſs of their way with the promiſe of a 
freſh pleaſure in ſhewing her darling 
daughter to the friend of the Marchioneſs. 
When they came near to the cottage, ſhe 
expreſſed her ſurprize not to have met 
them in their way, When ſhe came 
nearer, ſhe exclaimed, * See, the door 
eis open, they are impatient to receive 
us. Entrez, Monſieur, entrez.“ 


They entered.—Oa the floor lay Ade- 
aide bathing the cold and bloody boſom 


of her Lindor with her tears; and ſtrive- 


ing, but in vain, to excite a return of 


feeling from him, by her agonizing wri- 
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* 2 8 
— — 5 


things round the impaſſive body. Some- 
times ſhe ſtarted from him with her head 
gently upraiſed, looked on his face with a 
wiſhfulſmile, ſhrieked outaloud, and ſunk 
again upon his breaſt. On the other fide 
of the room ſat the prieur. Tired with 


endeavouring to remove her from her 


dangerous ſituation, he reſted his troubled 
head, his clofed hands ſupporting it, upon 
a table that was before him. As Mari- 
cour entered, he lifted up his eyes, and 
ſeeing her ſink lifeleſs on the ground, 
cried out, „ This is too. much!“ and 
returned to the filent indulgence of a ſor- 
The Eng- 


liſh gentleman was for a moment over- 


row that overpowered him. 


whelmed with aſtoniſhment ; but as ſoon 


as he perceived ſymptoms of life in Ade- 


| laide, he ran to her with eagerneſs, and 


tried 


the unhappy frantic, putting him back 


people comforting each other would have 


painful reflection, if reflection could 
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tried to raiſe her up. Ger along, An- 


*« toine : get along, Antoine z” 


cried 
1 
with her hand, and endeavouring to re- (Ig 
fiſt him. © 1s there no peace, even in þ 
« death? Oh, my poor dead Lindor, b 
« is it thus they bury you !”—--The 
prieur, rouzing himſelf from his ſeat, was l. 
employed in adminiſtering comfort tothe l 
diſtrefſed Maricour, whoſe fears for Ade- | 1 
laide at length overcame her afffiction. 
In happier times the ſight of theſe old 
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raiſed a ſmile ; now it called for a more 


have been diverted from the livelier di- 
ſtreſs of youth panting over death, of 
beauty disfigured by madnels. 3 i 
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320 | LINDOR AND ADELAIDE, 

After ſome delay, and with the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Swiſs ſervant, who followed 
his maſter to the cottage, Adelaide was 
removed into a bed-room above ſtairs, 
It was with no ſmall difficuly they con- 
fined her to her bed ; the fever of her 


body equalled the agitation of her mind, 


and both together armed her with a 
ſtrength which called for the utmoſt vigi- 


lance ta controul. Mr. M. never once 
quitted her, and tried, but in vain, to quiet 


her violence by the tendereſt attentions. 
Sometimes ſhe lay inſenſibly on the bed, 
and then, as if hoping to profit by ſur- 
prize, ſhe ſtarted up, and renewed her 
endeavours to eſcape; when prevented, 
her cries became redoubled, and ſo loud 
as to be almoſt inarticulate. She would 
ſpeak of Lindor, then of Antoine, then 

* ao 
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of Maricour, then of herſelf, with a haſte 


that flew from the one to the other with- 


out fixing upon any, and generally con- 


cluded in a ſofter and almoſt whiſpering 
| accent, Poor, poor, poor Adelaide!“ 
Sometimes ſhe ſeemed to be telling, and 
even acting the ſtory of Lindor's death. 
She threw about her arms in wild diſor- 
der as if defending him ; ſhe knit her 
brows, and fixed her eyes with the furious 
ſtare of one of the peaſants, then relapſing 
into. tenderneſs, ſhe ſmiled with pity, 
and implored for pardon, pardon for 
Lindor ! Thus the greater part of the 
the evening paſſed away, and the violence 
of her fever was rapidly increaſing. The 
two old people ſat motionleſs on each 
foot of the bed; and when called upon 
for aſſiſtance, impeded each other with 
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their embarraſſed aſſiduity; ſometimes 


they wept, and ſometimes they were loſt 
in a fort of lethargic ſleep. The ſervant 


was often ſent out for ſuch medicines as 


the village afforded, and which Maricour 
recommended as proper. He had been 
employed for ſome time in clearing Lin- 
dor's body from the dirt that disfigured 
it, and was impatiently expected by his 
maſter, who wondered at his not return- 
ing. The night was clear and ſilent; 
the hour was almoſt twelve, when a con- 
fuſed noiſe, like the clamour of a mob at 
ſome diſtance, alarmed them. It gave 


over, and they were ſatisfied. It re- 


turned again: the noiſe grew louder and 


more frequent. A ſudden light ſpread 
itſelf over the ſky, and the noiſe was 
redoubled. The horror of unknown mi- 

ſeries 
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ſeries ſeized upon them; and unable to 
leave the bed, they ſat gazing at each 
other in petrified aſtoniſhment. At length 
the ſervant burſt in upon them with a 
haſty ſtep. © The chateau is on fire, Sir,” 
exclaimed he, Buy this time it is almoſt 


« deſtroyed.” Mr. M. perceiving him 
unable to go on for want of breath, de- 


fired him to fit down, and then tell them 
what he had ſeen. Sir,“ replied the 


ſervant, “ As ſoon as I had wrapped up 


the body of the unfortunate villager in 


* a clean cloth, as you ordered me, I 


© removed it to one of the outhouſes, 
and was returning to the cottage, when 


I ſaw a number of the villagers running 
© towards the chateau; I followed 


** them, and we arrived there almoſt to- 
„ gether. When arrived, we found a 
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c great multitude already aſſembled and 
* committing every poſſible excels. 
© Their riot increaſed with their num- 
* bers, and diſtorting themſelves with 
e various noiſes and. motions, they were 
« ſoon ſpread over every part of the 
« ground that ſurrounded the houſe. 
« At laſt, they ſeemed as if by mutual 


* confent, or the command of ſome ſu- 


«« perior, to gather cloſer together before 
the great gates. Many women and. 


* children were then ſeen hurrying out 


of the houſe, each bearing in their 
ce arms a part of the furniture, tables, 
5 chairs, and any thing that could be 
« moved. Juft at that moment, a flame 
e burſt forth out of two of the lower 
«© windows towards the left; at the 
fight of which, the people ſent forth a 

| & hideous 
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« hideous ſhout of acclamation. Some 
« calling out, Periſh the ariſtocrates 


« while others ſcreamed aloud, Vive la 


« Nation, Vive la Nation: 


At theſe words Adelaide, who ſeemed 
tolerably compoſed, ſuddenly rouzed 
herſelf and ſhrieked, ** ſpare his life, and 
« he will do it no more; Oh ſpare him ! 
* 1 will cry Vive la Nation; he ſhall cry 
Vive la Nation. Is it thus you make 


eus happy? Ah! they hear me not, 


« they kill him! Her utterance loſt 
itſelf in her rapidity, and ſhe ſunk again 


under the fatigue of her phrenzy. The 


ſervant proceeded : «© A bonfire was 
e made in the great court, of all the 


furniture that did not feem uſeful to 


« themſelves. Among the reſt, I per- 


& ceived 
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c ceived ſome rich feathers and yellow 
* damaſk, part of which, one of the 
ce moſt furious waved about as a flag, and 
* led them from diſorder to diſorder.” — 
So periſhes,” interrupted Maricour, 
ce the pride of our good Seigneur, and 
« the memorial of our Kings. It could 
% be no other than the hanging of the 
c royal bed, how defiled!“—“ Be ſa- 
* tisfied, Maricour,” ſaid the prieur ; 
& loſt and deſtroyed, indeed it is; de- 
c filed, however, 207 it cannot be. It 
vill never loſe that purity which for 
cc ſo many ages has known no. tarniſh. 
“e It will never open its arms to the vices 
«© of theadulterer, nor filence the turbu- 
« lent inquietude of the plunderer. It 
C ſurvives not the honour that firſt diſ- 
4 tinguiſhed it. Go on, friend, 1 beg; 


„ ſor- 
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« ſorrow is now like an old acquain- 
6e tance, whoſe very foibles are neceſſary 
„to us, and I am even pleaſed with 
ce grief!“ Not long after,” ſaid the 
ſervant, © many talked of going to the 
6s cottage, ſeveral called out furiouſly to 
«© exterminate the laſt of the ariſtocrates, 
but when they heard that Lindor's 
body was there, and that the prieur 
had been ſeen going that way, a ſud- 
« den ſilence ſucceeded their clamour. 


{© The deſign was dropped, and they 


«© broke out into freſh diſorders. 


«© Among the reſt of the mob, I ſaw 
a perſon running about, whoſe deport- 
ment, though without a livery, betray- 
ed him to be a ſervant. He carried in 
his hands ſome of the ſtones of the 


c caſtle 
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* caſtle walls with as much care as many 
© of the others did, the moſt valuable 
& part of the furniture. I accoſted him 
« by aſking what he meant to do with 
© thoſe ſtones ?” They are, ſaid he, aſ- 
ſuming an air of great conſequence, for 
Madame Leville. She means to ſend 
them to her friends in Paris, as memo- 
rials of the triumph of Liberty over 
village tyranny ; you cannot imagine 
what a number of urns, inkſtands, baſ- 
kets, and other pretty things they will 
make. The light of the fire, and the 
* converſation I had with this ſervant, 


«© drew upon me the notice of the crowd. 
« I ſaw them look at me with a jealous 
« eye, and ſome even threatened me 
« with their geſtures. Apprehenſive 
« for my ſafety, I returned as ſoon as 


cc poſ- 
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„ poſſible, and looking back in my way 


« here, I ſaw the great body of the houſe. 


« fall in. Their work was then com- 


« plete, and they celebrated that mo- 


« ment of triumph with a ſhout which 
© muſt have reached even to the cot- 
tage..“ Too plainly,” ſaid Mr. M. 
© we heard it; but ſee how tired nature 
* ſinks under the fatigue of accumu- 


* lated ſorrow; Maricour's eyes are 


„ ſhut, and ſhe is even loſt in ſleep. 
Seeing the ſituation to which her age 
and unuſual exertions had contributed, 
he ordered his ſervant to aſſiſt the prieur 
and her down ſtairs, where he hoped, 
during the remainder of the night, they 
might find ſome refreſhment from their 
fatigue, while he watched by the fide 
of the intereſting Adelaide. | 
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It was near morning when the old peo- 
ple retired. The Engliſh gentleman never 
once cloſed his eyes or quitted the room, 
fo conſtantly did he hang over the 
wretched ſituation of this unfortunate 
girl, and ſo feelingly did he commiſe- 
rate her unhappineſs. Her ſituation was, 
indeed , deplorable. At intervals it re- 
quired all the ſtrength and exertion of 
the two men, to overpower the ſtruggles 
ſhe made in the paroxyſms of her fever, 
and between the ſtruggles, her ſleep was 
as the ſleep of death, not ſuſpending 
the functions, but annihilating the very 
exiſtence of life. No medicine afforded 
her relief; no attention gave her com- 
fort; her mind and her body ſuffered 
alike, and ſympathized in each other's ca- 
lamity. Thus, with little variation, did 
the 
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the miſerable Adelaide continue during 


the night, until the ſun poured forth its 
beams of refreſhing light over the purple 
face of the glowing univerſe. Thoſe beams 
were for the firſt time, unfelt and un- 


thanked by the happineſs or | prayers of 


this innocent and hapleſs maid. Mari- 


cour and the prieur, who paſſed a diſ- 


turbed night below, after addreſſing the 
moſt fervent prayers to their Creator, 
crept up with a flow and ſoft ſtep to the 
chamber where Adelaide was lying. 


Maricour croſſing herſelf as ſhe went, 
and calling on the name of her ſaint, 
with a full heart, cheering herſelf with 
hope, and trembling with fear, whiſper- 
ed out, Dear Sir, is ſhe better > Will 
« ſhe live ?”—* Alas!” ſaid Mr. M. 
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mighty, and what ordinance of man 
* ſhall prolong the life of man? Let us 


hope the beſt, at preſent ſhe ſeems to 
2 ſleep.— 


The prieſt availing himſelf of the 
ſilence that prevailed, began to pour out 
thoſe reflections which the tediouſneſs of 
an unſettled night had ſtored his mind 
with. Vive la Nation! How ab- 
* ſurd!“ (addreſſing himſelf to Mr. M.) 
„When a people are excited to wiſh 
long life to their ſovereign, or pray to 
“God to ſave him, ſuch an invocation 
cc js eaſily underſtood. They imagine 
& the public good involved in his per- 
& ſon, and connected with his life ; to 
« defire the one, is therefore to preſerve 
ce the other. The means are rational, 

% and 
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* and the end is laudable, fince they ter- 
« minate in the public good, which is 
«© ſuppoſed to depend on the life of an 
ec individual. But in this fooliſh cry; 
« while the end profeſſes to be the pub- 
5 lic good, the means are abſurd and 
* unintelligible to thoſe upon whom it 
« js intended to operate. To wiſh: life 
< to a late which never dies, if ſtrictly 
cc taken, is nonſenſe ; if allegorically, it 
« js difficult to be underſtood by the 
e multitade, and when underſtood, car- 
« ries with it that weaker effect, which 
« waits upon reflected images, and 
ce which wants the forte of perſonal inte- 
cc reſt to recommend it. It is deſtitute of 
ce the firſt principle of ſuch a bye- word: 
« the only uſe of which conſiſts in pre- 
< ſerving the ſpirit of a government, 
« by 
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© by impreſling the body of the people 
« with one of its firſt ſimple truths, en- 
cc thuſiaſtically tranſmitted from one to 
cc the other by a ſenſe of general feeling, 
be c cn cn only be raiſed with 
cc effect by the ſight of a perſon we love, 
& not from reflection on a thing we ap- 
« prove. Well, therefore, is Vive la 
« Nation calculated to he the watch 
word of tumult, to lead a mob toge- 
c ther to depredation and riot, and to 
& connect in one body the ſcatterings of 
c confuſion, For ſuch purpoſes, no 
& incitement is neceſſary, a word that 
«unites or a cockade that diſtinguiſhes 
& them is all they want, and the nation 
i hves in the deſtruction of the people.” 


The 
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The prieſt, warmed with his ſubject 
and prone to diſquiſition, would have 
perſiſted in his diſcourſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the unfitneſs of the place, in total 
ſuſpenſion of his own ſorrow, and in for- 
getfulneſs of the ſorrow of others, had 
not Mr. M. interrupted him, by remark- 
ing, that ſuch continued converſation 
would probably diſturb the unhappy. 
girl, whoſe fever they might now ſup- 
poſe was taking ſome new turn, as ſhe 
ſeemed to be tolerably quiet. He ob- 
ſerved farther, that ſuch an opportunity 
preſented itſelf as the fitteſt, while there 
was no appearance of diſtraction, for per- 
torming the proper offices of the church, 
to perſons in her dangerous condition. 
The prieſt highly approved of a propo- 
lal which he feared would not have been 
| . eaſily 
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eaſily acceded to by an Engliſhman and 
2 Proteſtant. Maricour's ſatisfaction 
was great. Mr. M. told them, that 
though a Proteſtant, he did not forget 
he was a Chriſtian, but while he pro- 
poſed their performing ſuch offices as 
belonged to the church, of which poor 
Adelaide was a member, yet as he had 
been educated with other ideas, he would 
neither diſturb himſelf or them by being 
preſent, and would take that opportunity 
of reviving his ſtrength with the freſhneſs 
of the morning air. Leaving them, he 
begged a bleſſing of God upon their 
prayers, and whether to live or die, he 
beſought the Almighty to grant his pity 
and protection to the unhappy Adelaide 
The prieur, the old woman, and the 
Swiſs, who was a Catholic, proceeded with 
hum- 


le 
th 
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humble ſimplicity to perform the offices 
of religion. Though all ceremony was 


wanting, though the faſt of the church 


was deprived of every ornament, and the 
ſincerity of the heart conſtituted the only 


ſupport of their devotion, yet I queſ- 


tion whether this pure but lowly ſacri- 
fice was not as acceptable in the eyes of 
God, as the ſplendid and magnificent 
offerings of an archbiſhop in the cham- 
bers of Kings and Princes. Let not 
the feeble mind of modern philoſophy, 
therefore, conclude that ſolemnity in re- 
ligion is ſuperfluous, or that Kings and 
Archbiſhops are a burden; if it does, 
we ſhall condemn it, as fit only for the 


narrow limits of a cottage, and as loſt in 


the wider intereſts of a kingdom. 
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When the ſervice was over, which 
Adelaide who lay in a ſtate of reſtleſs 
apathy was inſenſible of, Mr. M. re- 
turned, and received the congratula- 


tions of the prieſt, who thanked him, 
and bleſſed him for his humane and 


his religious charity, but added, Alas! 
* fear our labour will ſoon be over and 
* our ſorrow complete. The poor in- 
* nocent has been much diſturbed, is in- 
ce capable of ſpeaking and gives but lit- 
© tle hope. Knowing her virtue, with- 
c out repentance, I have dared to abſolve 
ce her from her fins. U pon ſuch pre- 
«© {ſumption God wall have mercy !” 
Maricour, her eyes ſtreaming with tears, 
fell down before the generous ſtranger, 
and claſped his knees with the gratefulleſt 
affeftion, He raiſed her gently up, and 

ps 2 endea · 
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endeavouring to conceal his emotions, 
repaired with eagerneſs to the fide of the 
bed. He perceived a change, one that 
alarmed him, She is not dead,” he 
cried, << but alas, can I call her alive, 
c who will wake no more !” He threw 
his arms around her, and hid his afflic- 
tion in her boſom. All was ſilence from 
that very hour, till the moment that ſhe 
expired! not a word was faid, no one 
moved, not even a ſigh eſcaped them; 
when at length, in the early part of the 
evening, Mr. M. ſtarted up and cried 
aloud, ** She is gone! Adelaide is no 
more; miſerable Adelaide! Her breath 
<« eſcaped from her lips with a gentle 
ce ſtruggle, ſuch as often ſtaggers us in 
« our fleep. My hand was in hers, 
ce poor girl, ſhe ſeemed to preſs it ſoftly 
Q 2 __ 
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c with her fingers, and even in the arti- 
cc cle of death her countenance ſmiled 
c upon me.” What theſe unfortunate 
perſons felt, who ſhall dare to deſcribe ? 
Who ſhall violate the dignity of ſorrow, 


by baring its hallowed ſecrecy to the 


public view ? They who have hearts to 
feel, let them feel. Vain 1s the effort, to 


talk thoſe into pity in whoſe als"! pity is 


not to be found. 


Some time elapſed before any one of 


chem could think or ſpeak of the things 


neceſſary to be done in their preſent ſitua- 


tion. While they remained in this 


painful ſuſpenſe, they heard the tread of 


a perſon coming up ſtairs: it was the 


aunt of Lindor. Informed of the diſ- 


2 ſituation of Adelaide, and of the 
death 
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death of her nephew, whom ſhe- paſſio- 
nately loved, ſhe had frequently endea- 
voured to eſcape from her friends, and 
be guilty of the crime of relieving the 
unhappy. At laſt ſhe ſucceeded and ar- 
rived at the cottage, in the moment of 
their, greateſt need. After ſome ſhort 
explanations had taken place, it was 
agreed that in the preſent fermented ſtate 


of the village, it would be prudent to 
bury theſe miſerable people as ſpeedily \ 
and as ſecretly as poſſible ; for which 


purpoſe they fixed upon the next morn- 


ing early, and upon a ſequeſtered ſpot, 


at no. great diſtance from the cottage. 
The aunt of Lindor took upon herſelf 
the care of preparing the bodies for in- 
terment, and the ſervant was ordered to 
nail ſome boards together, ſo as to con- 
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tain them both in the ſame coffin. In 
the mean time Mr. M. and the prieur re- 
tired below ſtairs. 


« Tt was well adviſed,” ſaid the prieur, 
as ſoon as they were ſeated, ** to bury 
(c theſe people as quickly as we can; 

„we know that the villagers have al- 
ready threatened to burn the cottage, 
«and though the poverty of its furni- 
44 ture is its beſt protection, yet hatred 
« js as ſtrong a paſſion as avarice; and 
_ © while the cottage remains, it reproaches 
< them with their violence and injuſtice. 
The fear they entertained for the ſa- 
ce credneſs of my office, and the reſpect 
cee all feel for the dead, notwithſtand- 
© ing their profeſſed contempt of both, 
4 ſeem to have prevented the attempt 

&« when 
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« when it was firſt ſuggeſted, and fuch 
c jdeas are difficult to be thrown off; 


but how ſoon have more venerable 


cc and more powerful reſtraints than theſe 
© been thrown off, does not every day's 
« experience too fatally prove to us ? 
& And who ſhall withſtand the violence 
©& of a lawleſs multitude, loſing ſhame in 
& the confuſion of their numbers, and ac- 
« quiring confidence from their ſtrength ? 
& Inſuch circumſtances, the laws of God 
te are trampled upon as well as the laws 

* of man: their very nature is laid 
_s „Ade, and ferocity becomes the only 
" guide of their conduct.“ 


« You are right,” ſaid Mr. M. A 


© multitude acts and thinks only for the 
* moment. The fears and hopes of the 
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individuals are loſt in the violence of 
the whole; and though it be ſometimes 
“ impoſſible to check their progreſs at 
< the inſtant, and rarely practicable to 
e reſtore the alterations they have oc- 
ce cafioned; yet it is the buſineſs of go- 


«« vernment to prevent their return, by 


* puniſhing them when paſt; which 1 
© truſt will be our next concern, both 


cc for the ſake of thoſe who are gone and 
of thoſe who remain. My purſe and 
© my exertions are at your ſervice. I will 
e ſpare neither the one nor the other 
< to bring to juſtice theſe atrocious mur- 
« derers!” _ 


« To juſtice !” exclaimed the prieur, 
de where do you think you are? Youare 
<« not in England, you are not in Ruſſia, 


% you 
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« you are not in Turkey, you are not in 


s the deſarts of Africa; in all thoſe places, 
© even in the worſt of them, you might 
ce talk of juſtice ; unfortunately you are 
in France, and where will you find it? 
& In what town? In what city? in what 
e Province 2 Alas! Juſtice is exiled 


«© with its miniſters and protectors. 


Where you have not been able to find 


charity where you have ſeen the 
« murdered neglected, and death itſelf 
« threatened ; in ſuch a triumphant ſtate 
c of wickedneſs how can you expect to 
© meet with juſtice ? rather expect that 
c theſe acts of bloody heroiſm ſhould be 
c {ſanctioned with national honours, 
« and enrolled among the records of li- 
© berty ! Have not ſuch events hap- 
« pened daily, and have, they been 

"oo 5 puniſh- 
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c puniſhed? Where is the guilt that has 
6 ſuffered ?—No, France is free! And 
cc free indeed it is, when not even the 
cc lives of men are fafe from the vio- 
& lence of each other. Who would have 
ce ſuppoſed it poſſible that even death 
" ſhould not ſatisfy their rage ? Savages 
ce reſpect the aſhes of their countrymen. 
The very beaſts of the wood have their 
© moments of remorſe and pity. It 
ec was reſerved for France alone to ele- 
cc vate their enormities as high as poſſible 
ec to the view of the world, and to make 
« public prꝭceſſions of their murders. 
In the violence of rage ſome excuſe 


may be found for inſulting the bodies 


ce of the dead; but the cold and unchari- 
table negle& they have ſhewn for this 
& miſerable youth, is a more ſevere re- 
e flection 
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« fleftion on his countrymen, than the 
14 carrying a head upon a pole, and he 
*« would have remained without notice, 
&« but for the tender mercy of a ſtranger! 
« Oh Sir, when I think of your goodneſs, 
my heart is too full to do juſtice to ny 


feelings! 


Their converſation continued upon | 
theſe ſubjects with little ſuſpenſion till the 
time came for conſigning the bodies of 
Lindor and Adelaide to that union in 
death, which was intended to have be- 
gun during their lives, and to have end- 
ed only with their exiſtence. The 
ſervant brought the coffin into the cot- 
tage from one of the outhouſes; it was 
large, and made with more {kill than 
could have been expected from the poor 
Q mate- 
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materials he had been able to procure: 
Lindor's body cleared from the dirt and 
blood, and covered only with a coarſe 
clean cloth, which the ſervant ſpared him, 
was already depoſited. The old women 
were deſired to bring down the body of 
Adelaide from above. She was dreſſed 
or rather folded in a quantity of fine 
linen, which, poor girl, ſhe had 
bought with other views and hopes than 
to find it her winding ſheet ! She looked 
lovely, though pale, and even death had 
not deformed the beauty of her inno- 
cence, When ſhe was laid by the fide 
of Lindor, the women ſcattered over 
them flowers of various kinds, which had 
been newly.gathered that morning. All 
who were preſent, with tears in their 
eyes, kiſſed the cheek. of the unfortunate 
girl 
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: girl before ſhe was cloſed in for ever from 


human ſight. 


The night was paſſed in refreſhing . 
themſelves from their fatigue ; and when 


the dawn of day appeared, with willing, 
though with forrowing minds. they pre- 
pared to perform the laſt ſad office that 
remained. The place which the prieur 


had fixed upon was about a quarter of a 


mile diſtant from the cottage; it wore 
the appearance of being excavated by 


art, ſo narrow and confined was its cir- 


cular declivity on every fide. At the 
bottom there was a clear ſpring, which 


had frequently been uſed by the Mar- 


quis's family for a bath. The whole was 
overgrown with the wood of the country. 


On one ſide of this concealed ſpot the 


Swiſe 
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450 fix pon AND ADELAIDE. 
Swiſs ſervant had cleared a part of the 
ground, and had opened a grave. Cu- 
riofity will be tempted to inquire in what 
manner the funeral proceſſion was ar- 
ranged, and of whom it was compoſed. 
The ſervant procured a ſmall cart, 
upon which the coffin was placed, and 
to which, with ſome difficulty, he con- 
trixed to harneſs his own horſe. He 
went firſt, next to him followed the 
prieur bearing the crucifix; he was ſuc- 
ceeded by the two old women and the 
Engliſh gentleman. This conſtituted 
the whole of the proceſſion. No ban- 
ners were dif; played—no heraldry was 
conſulted no ſolemn pomp betrayed the 
pride and the impotence of man; no 
venal gravity affected the appearance of 
real forrow ; no tapers caſt a gloom over 
he morning light, Sincerity of grief 
and 
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and lamentation, withoutdeceit, elevated 
the filent humility of this natural ſcene, 
and gave it a value far above the ſplen- 
dor and magnificence of art. Theſe 
were honours not to be found in the 


warchouſes of the underraker ! When 


they arrived at the deſtined ſpot, the 
prieur, old and afflicted as he was, per- 


formed the ceremonies of religion. 


Though his words were too often un- 
heard, and inarticulate ; yet did his 


feeling deportment come home to the 


hearts of thoſe who were | preſent, and 
affected them more powerfully than the 
richeſt eloquence or the moſt ſtudied 
elocution. The end of all was. come. 
The flower that continueth not in one ſtay 


was gathered, even the ſhadow was fleds 


Their bodies were committed to the 
ground; 


— 


352 LINDOR AND ADELAIDE. 


ground ; earth to earth, aſhes to aſhes, 
duſt to duſt ; bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord, for they reſt from their 
labour! 
As ſoon as the ſcene was cloſed , and 
their ſpirits were a little recovered, Ma- 
ricour burſting into tears, addreſſed her- 
ſelf to the ſtranger, © I have but a ſhort 
ee time to live, how ſhort God only 
% knows; my age reminds me, and has 
ce prepared me for dying. Thanks to my 
c good friend there, and tothe innocence 
& of my life, I am no way afraid of death, 
C hut yet I think I could wiſh to live, if 
« it were only in the hope. of finding 
« ſome happy occaſion to remove theſe 
cc poor bodies into holier ground; ſtill T 
c dare to hope, that even in this wild and 
« deſerted place, their ſouls. and bodies 
q | « will 
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« will be acceptable in the fight of him 
ec who made them. Alas, I feel this 
«© may not happen to me; my health has 
« {uffered a wrench from theſe calami- 
« ties, which old as I am, tears me with 
© violence from the world! The re- 

© mainder of my life I ſhall devote to pe- 
40 nitence and ſorrow; my prayers will 
ce never ceaſe for your proſperity, merci- 


ful ſtranger ! your virtue will ſecure it. 


If when you return to England, and 


« ſee the Marquis, ſhould you remem- 


« ber theſe poor people you have ſo cha- 
95 © ritably pitied, I ſhall die contented; ; 
« for if ever this wretched country is re- 
* ſtored to its former happineſs, I am 
* ſure our kind protectors will not forget 
* the dying wiſh of their poor ſervant. 
e You may ſay, Sir, that their grave will 
© be covered with violets; it ſhall be 
« my 
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c my conſtant care, my daily * 
OE ment.” — | 


cc Peace, Maricour!” exclaimed the 
prieur; At your return let weightier 
% purpoſ es occupy your attention, and 
c may the proſperity of your country be 
* the reward of your virtue.—Go, Eng- 
e liſhman, and tell your countrymen 
re the things that thou haſt witneſſed, 
c Things which eye hath not ſeen , nor 
& ear heard, nor the heart of man con- 
& ceived. How then ſhall man de- 
10 ſcribe? Let example ſpeak what pre- 
4 © cept would fail to enforce, and may 
6 & the"misfortunes of this hapleſs pair pre- 
c yent the misfortunes of others. It is 
c the ſtory of one, but it is the calamity 
c of all in various ſhapes, and in various 
6 degrees 
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« degrees felt by the whole, For though 


C all do not die, yet thoſe that live but 


« walk in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow 


« of death. None except the turbulent, 


© who like hardened failors out brave 
te the ſtorm, enjoy a confuſion they 
 * themſelves have raifed, and which will 


te at laſt 'overwhelm themſelves. The 


c progreſs of events is gradual, all things 


* ſucceed in order; deſtruction itſelf E 
* muſt wait for time. At preſent, heavy 
as our misfortunes are, they are only | 


te the ſeeds of heavier, and pregnant with 
« the calamities of individuals, will at 


ee length people the nation with univer- 


e ſal miſchief. Deſtruction of law has 
r introduced injuſtice; diſſolution of or- 
* der is followed by confuſion ; want of 
* Power has given confufion wings, and 

& confu- 
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& confuſion will end in contention ; the 
« contention of civil ſtrife, domeſtic 
«© war. This deluge of reformation, 
cc revolution, and confuſion, rifes higher 
ce and higher; it will firſt reach the cot - 
ce tages, then mount the caſtles, aſcend 


the palaces, and at laſt overtop the 


mountains, till it ends in one wide 
re waſte of uniform devaſtation ; a prol- 
ce pect without bounds, a ſurface without 
© extremity, a ſea without a ſhore. 
cc Where the howl of the tempeſt alone is 
& heard, the ſtreſs of its aggregate weight 
& alone is felt, and where nothing is ſeen 
& but a continuity of trouble, a ſucceſſion 
ec of agitation, an unvarying diverſity of 


© confuſion ; conſtant in its inconſtancy, 
6“ orderly in its diſorder, always ſhifting, 


« never changing, always beginning, 
© never 
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never ending. Such is the picture of 
« univerſal anarchy ; and ſuch, alas! is 
cc the reality of France. Bid them com- 
ce pare with this, the bleſſed and peace- 
cc ful ſtate of their own country; their 
« riches with our poverty, their ſtrength 
« with our weakneſs, their credit with 
« our diſtruſt, their ſecurity with our 
fear; and though laſt, not leaſt, the 
« ſacred and inviolable majeſty of the 
„law, with the ſavage and tumultuous 
« wildneſs of licenſed injuſtice. Let 
«© them caſt their eyes over a country, 
«© whoſe rich and fertile proſpect gratifies 
c them with a view of unbounded proſpe- 
{ rity ; proſperity, that almoſt realizes the 
e prophecies of heavenly bliſs, bliſs not 
« yet to be enjoyed by man; a land 
flowing with milk and honey!“ 


cc Let 
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Let them ponder theſe things well 
ce in their minds, and from a ſenſe of our 
< misfortunes, learn to place a juſt value 
rcon their own heppadety. it 
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